
5. Why is putting faith into practice so powerful for creating a lasting and vibrant 
faith? 

6. If gospel were a workout, what kind of spiritual shape would you be in right now? 

7. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply? 

Jesus the Story-teller (Part 1) 
“4 Necessary Conditions for a Lasting, Vibrant Faith” 

Mark 4:1-20 

4 Necessary Conditions for a Lasting, Vibrant Faith  
1. O_______________ 

Mark 4:15 

Rejecting the gospel it’s never just a head issue; it’s always a ___________ issue. 

  

2. D________________ 
Mark 4:16-17 

This is a person who connects ________________ with the message of the 
gospel but doesn’t develop deep roots 

A person can focus on the _____________ of Christianity and miss God.  

The ________________ Tool:  

3. I__________________ 
Mark 4:18-19 

This is a life where a person’s faith and Jesus haven’t been ______________ into 
the rest of their life. 

SERMON APPLICATION GUIDE  
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Theological Theme 
People respond in different ways to the message of the gospel. 

Christ Connection 
Jesus is the Sower who scattered the seed (God’s Word) through his ministry on 
earth. Today, he continues to proclaim the gospel through his disciples, and the 

gospel continues to bear fruit among those who receive the message.



The _______________________ Tool: 

4. O_______________ 
Mark 4:2-3,9,20; Deuteronomy 6:4-5; Mark 12:28-31 

You will never have a lasting and vibrant faith if you don’t _________________ 
what Jesus says. 

Sh’ma = hear and ___________ 

The Aramaic word for sh’ma emphasizes receiving and accepting something—think 
in terms of ______________________ and doing it. 

What is the most important commandment according to Jesus? 

The difference between the fourth person and the other three is that this person 
actually puts the message of the gospel ______________ in their lives. 

If gospel were a workout, what kind of spiritual shape would you be in? 

Personal Reflection & Small Group Questions  
Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?  

2. Read Mark 4:1-20. If atheism is attributable to emotions and to a decision of the 
will as much as it is to intellectual questions, how should this impact our interactions 
about faith with atheists? 

3. How can you add greater depth to your experience of God? 

4. How does the “Waffle or Wheel Tool” speak to your life right now?

Family Discussion Questions  
1. How does the Parable of the Sower help you understand why some people 

follow Jesus faithfully and others quit? 
2. What’s different about the fourth kind of person in the parable? 
3. Working out the message of Jesus makes us fruitful. So, if the message of Jesus 

were a workout, what kind of spiritual shape would you be in?


