
5. What are your thoughts and reflections on the implications of the idea that Paul is 
describing the indescribable in 4:16-17? 

6. The return of Jesus will be good news for those who believe in him but frightful 
news for unbelievers. How should Jesus’ return impact our understanding and 
practice of evangelism?  

7. What are some ways we can better steward the resources God has given us, such 
as time and possessions and influence, in light of Christ’s return? 

 

The God Who Makes All Things New (Part 1) 
“Experiencing Hope in Times of Loss” 

1 Thessalonians 4:13–5:11 

Our faith and the Scriptures offer us guidance, deep counsel, and 
________________ for facing loss and grieving.  

Hope is the ____________. 

How to Experience Hope in Times of Loss 

1. Understand our ________________. 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 

We have a deep yearning to know that everything will be ___________. 

Our hope is in the _______________________. 

Paul is describing the ______________________ in verses 16-17. 

Understanding our _______________ means know everything is going to be 
okay. 

2. Sharing in our __________________. 
1 Thessalonians 4:18 

Paul reminds us that we are not ________________ in our grief. 
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Missional Application 
Christ’s return and the day of judgment brings urgency to reaching others for Christ. 

Christ Connection 
The Old Testament prophets continually spoke of the Day of the Lord—when God 

would return to judge the world and save his people. Paul spoke of a future Day of 
the Lord when Jesus would return, raise his people from the dead, and judge the 

wicked. Christians live in light of Christ’s second coming.



God doesn’t view death as ____________; he sees it as an intruder in this world. 

Paul is telling them to train themselves up in the Gospel. 

How do we encourage one another: 

• We _____________ 

• We __________ from God’s Word together 

• We celebrate the _________________________ together. 

3. Live in our __________________. 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

We live in a world of darkness until Christ returns, but that doesn’t mean that we 
live as if darkness is our ultimate ___________________. 

 

Personal Reflection & Small Group Questions 

Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?  

2. How has hope sustained you through difficult situations? 

3. Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13–5:11. What is the Christian hope regarding those who 
have died?  

4. What thoughts and emotions does Paul’s teaching on both the dead and living in 
Christ being with him at his return elicit in you? 

Family Discussion Questions  
1. What kinds of losses do we experience in life? 
2. How has our family or have you comforted a friend or family member who has 

experienced loss?  
3. Think about our family’s current circumstances. How does the hope of Jesus’ 

return affect the way you view the present? 


