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Day 1 
January 7 

 

Pray | Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you through God’s story 

 

ACTING BOLDLY in the gospels is a choice that believers make because 

the gospels are true. 

 

Bold acts in the name of Christ should never be considered our own 

accomplishments.  Rather, they should be sought after because Jesus Christ 

was born, crucified, risen, ascended, and he will return!  Rely on the Holy 

Spirit to be your guide. 

 

 

 

Read | Acts 3:1-10 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 
In today’s scripture verses, Peter and John performed a miraculous deed.  

The beggar was praising God after being healed.  There is no mention of him 

praising or even thanking Peter and John.  What might this say about the 

beggar’s understanding of the source of the power that healed him? 

 

The act of healing someone is miraculous, or seemingly impossible.  Why do 

you think Peter and John thought they were capable of such act in the first 

place? Why do you think they were so bold as to follow through on their 

attempt? 

 

Peter and John were saved by Jesus Christ.  They responded with committing 

many good deeds, spreading the gospels, and even performing some 

miracles.  How do you respond to your salvation in Jesus Christ?  Take time 

in prayer this week and ask God how you can more boldly respond to him. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+3%3A1-10&version=NIV
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Day 2 
January 8 

 

 

Pray Give God his due credit for all your deeds 

 
HOW YOU explain God’s works and plan of salvation to those who clearly 

do not understand him can make a difference between your words being 

heard or your words being ignored. 

 

Appealing to the experiences and history of your audience or that of your 

own experiences and history can be useful in helping others to better 

understand God’s glory, Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Read | Acts 3:11-26 

 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

In today’s scripture verses, Peter and John boldly proclaimed the gospel to 

the crowd in a variety of ways.  They gave credit to God for a miracle 

witnessed by many, they retold the crowd their own history, the need to 

repent, and a way to salvation.  The retelling of the crowd’s history gave 

them a personal stake in their own salvation story.  What are some ways in 

which you can help others realize their relationship with Jesus is personal? 

 

If you are far from Christ, seek a relationship with him today.  A careful 

reading of today’s scripture is important for understanding that God will 

grant you the grace of his salvation no matter what.  There is no sin too great 

for God’s grace.  Remember, Peter and John stated the crowd of Israelites 

had salvation available to them, even though they had a part in killing Jesus. 

 

If you are one who struggles to find the words to proclaim God’s salvation 

story to others, it might be helpful to draw on your experiences in your 

relationship with God and how he saved you.  Make a list of some of the 

most important events in your life and how they relate to your faith. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+3%3A11-26&version=NIV
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Day 3 
January 9 

 

 

Pray | Ask to be filled with the Holy Spirit 

 

THINK of Peter’s experiences as a disciple thus far in God’s story.  He 

infamously denied Jesus three times before the crucifixion, after telling Jesus 

he would never deny him.  Not a great track record for a disciple in the 

“inner circle.” 

 

One might think Peter would be full of shame and might disappear from the 

scene altogether.  The Holy Spirit proved extremely beneficial to the leaders 

of the early church.  Filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter would never again 

deny Jesus and would later die for him.  Peter was chosen by God to be the 

rock of the foundation on which the church was built. 

 

 

Read | Acts 4:1-12: Matthew 26:35; Luke 22: 57-61 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

Peter was faced once again with severe consequences because he was a 

follower of Christ.  He denied Jesus before the crucifixion because he feared 

his own possible punishment.  In today’s verses, we a see a side of Peter, a 

bold and courageous side bolstered by the Holy Spirit.  What are some 

instances in your life when you have been like Peter, both denying Christ as 

well as being bold for Christ? 

 

Reflect on how the Holy Spirit has manifested itself in your life.  Take time 

this week to tell someone about your personal experiences with the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

Peter’s ministry had many highs and lows up to this point in time.  What 

have been some of your highs and lows in your faith journey? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Acts+4%3A1-12%3A+Matthew+26%3A35%3B+Luke+22%3A+57-61&version=NIV
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Day 4 

January 10 

 
 

Pray | For the Holy Spirit to strengthen you in times of persecution 

 

BEING A WITNESS for Jesus Christ can be very challenging sometimes.  There 

will be a variety of reason for these challenges. 

 

The reasons for having difficulty in finding the right words to say, the right 

prayer to pray, or the right facts can be completely internal.  If this is the 

case, sometimes all you can tell people is what you know, what you have 

seen, what you have heard.  It is sometimes helpful for others to hear details 

of your personal experiences. 

 

 

Read | Acts 4:13-31 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

You might face challenges in your faith journey when others may try to make 

you feel ashamed or gullible for believing the gospel.  Reflect especially on 

Acts 4:20. If you are not gifted with eloquence or great speaking ability, 

simply rely on your own experiences in your faith journey and tell others 

how faith in Christ has transformed your life.  Tell other what you have seen 

and heard!  The power of the Holy Spirit is strong. God will use your story to 

fill in the gaps of your friend’s story. 

 

Today’s verses are a beautiful and astonishing description of a spirit-filled 

response to Christ in the face of persecution.  Peter and John did not try to 

directly convert anyone here, nor did they try to make anyone feel guilty for 

challenging them.  They simply told the Pharisees they could not stop talking 

about Jesus’ ministry because it was all true.  They empowered to the 

Pharisees to ponder what they were saying and think for themselves.  How 

can you use today’s verses to empower others to ponder the truth of Jesus 

Christ’s love? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+4%3A13-31&version=NIV
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Day 5 
January 11 

 
 

Pray | Tell God you are completely dependent on his grace 

 

JESUS TOLD his disciples that they may have to die or suffer for his sake 

one day.   

 

We are a society that avoids suffering and pursues pleasure, sometimes at all 

costs.  One might think that it would be difficult to continue with a belief 

system or a series of behaviors if they knew they would suffer or die as a 

result.  However, Jesus repeatedly warns of suffering or persecution for his 

sake throughout his ministry.  If your heart has been truly transformed for the 

sake of Christ, you cannot help but continue to proclaim his name even in the 

face of suffering or death. 

 

 

Read | Acts 4:23-31 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

When Peter and John returned to their people and relayed the threats from the 

Pharisees, no one fled, argued, or cowered.  Instead they continued to 

proclaim Jesus Christ and were filled with the Holy Spirit as a result.  How 

have today’s scripture verses played out in your life or offered 

encouragement to you? 

 

Spend time in prayer today and ask God for the courage to continue your 

faith in Jesus.  What are some specific ways in which you can respond to 

God’s encouragement? 

 

How do you tend to respond when your faith is challenged?  Do you go 

silent, do you get angry, or do you deny your faith?  What are some ways in 

which you can demonstrate confidence and eloquence in your heart for 

Christ? 
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