
4. Reread Daniel 3:16-18. Discuss your response to the following statement: Mature 
faith always includes a “but if not” clause.  

5. Of the seven ways we develop the courage to live by our convictions covered in 
the sermon, explain which one hit most closely to home for your life? (Read any 
verses listed under the point before writing your answer to this question.) 

6. How does your willingness to suffer losses for Jesus impact your part in God’s 
mission for the world? 

7. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply? 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1. Know where the __________________ is. 
Deuteronomy 6:4-6; Exodus 20:1-4 

They’re not being disrespectful to the king; they’re declaring their primary 
allegiance to the ________________. 

2. Go ___________________. 
Romans 12:2; Ephesians 4:17; James 4:4; 1 John 2:15 

3. Expect the ______________. 
Matthew 5:10-12; Romans 12:17-21; 2 Timothy 3:12 

John 15: 18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it 
hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its 
own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 
world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to 
you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they 
will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 

1 John 3: 13 Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. 



4. Find three close ______________. 
Hebrews 10:24-25; Mark 3:13-19; Colossians 4:7-17; Galatians 6:2; 1 
Thessalonians 5:11 

You won’t be able to do this ____________ unless the only way you 
can do it is ___________. 

5. Identify the real ___________. 
Ephesians 5:5; Romans 1:21-32 

6. Practice your convictions to ______________ new desires. 
Psalm 1:1-3; 37:4; Proverbs 3:5-8; Matthew 6:21; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; 
Philippians 4:8; Hebrews 13:5 

7. Look into the _________…regularly. 
2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 3:18; Galatians 3:13 

God not only delivers them; God ______________ the fire with them. 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?  

2. Why should followers of Jesus be willing to give their lives for the sake of the 
gospel?  

3. Read Daniel 3. In what areas of life are Christians most likely to be criticized for 
obeying God rather than people or for not following popular opinion? 

THEOLOGICAL THEME 
God alone deserves our ultimate allegiance. 

Family Discussion Questions:  
1. What are some ways in which our family may be criticized for obeying God 

rather than culture or popular opinion?  
2. How can our family demonstrate to our surrounding culture that our ultimate 

allegiance is to God, not people?  
3. How can we encourage each other to courageously stand for our convictions 

like the three young men in Babylon?

CHRIST CONNECTION 
The same God who was faithful and present with Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego in the flames will also deliver us through his Son, who is with us              

in the fiery trial and who saves us from the punishment for our sin.


