
5. Read Matthew 4:23-35. Why are we called to forgive, even the unforgivable? 

6. How do you need to cooperate with God’s work in you so that you can forgive 
more readily? 

7. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply? 

Jesus the Story-teller (Part 2) 
“How to Forgive the Unforgivable” 

Matthew 18:21-35 

The Limits of Forgiveness 
Matthew 18:21-22; Genesis 4:23-24 

“[Jesus] is saying that his followers should be as eager to forgive as Lamech was to take 
vengeance. Just as Lamech was vowing a punishment that far exceeded the crime, we 
should let our forgiveness far exceed the wrong done to us. We should be Lamech’s 
polar opposite, making it our goal to forgive as extravagantly and completely as 
possible.” (Ann Spangler and Lois Tverberg) 

What are the limits? ________________. 

The Why of Forgiving 
Matthew 18:23-35 

Jesus’ assumptions in this story:  
• Our sins against God are _______________.  
• We are ____________ by human standards.  
• Forgiving us is beyond ____________.  
• Sins against us don’t even compare to our our sins against __________. 

The Portfolio and Supply Chain Analogies -  

Forgive extravagantly because it would be heartless, unthinkable, and ________ if, 
having been forgiven extravagantly by God, we withheld forgiveness toward others. 

SERMON APPLICATION GUIDE  
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Theological Theme 
Those who receive forgiveness must, in turn, extend forgiveness. 

Christ Connection 
Though our debt before God was too great to be paid through our good works or 

effort, we have received forgiveness through the grace of Jesus Christ,  
who paid our debt through his death on the cross.  

God has wiped the slate clean with the blood of his Son. 



The How of Forgiveness 

1. Rely on God’s grace, even for _____________________________. 

“Not forgiving is like drinking rat poison and waiting for the rat to die.” (Ann 
Lamott) 

This is not a free pass to withhold forgiveness. Why would you want a free pass to 
______________ and offend God? 

2. Meditate on God’s grace, growing ever more ____________ for his forgiveness. 

The implication of Jesus’ parable is that sin against God is hundreds of thousands 
of times greater than the sins we commit against each other. Until we begin to 
understand why that’s so, we’ll take grace ______________.  

“A mindset that is not governed by the spirit of forgiveness trivializes God’s act of 
forgiveness of sin…. It is a mindset that exhibits ingratitude.” (Victor Ezigbo) 

3. Grow in God’s grace, experiencing his __________________ to forgive others. 

From the heart forgiveness: “I know what it is to do evil and be forgiven. I’m not 
better than you, even though I can’t see ever doing what you’ve done. I’ve sinned 
differently, but I’ve sinned defiantly and regularly against God. In light of how 
extravagantly I’ve been forgiven, I forgive you.” 

Personal Reflection & Small Group Questions  
Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?  

2. Why do you find it hard to forgive someone who has hurt you deeply? 

3. Read Matthew 18:21-22 and Genesis 4:1-26. How does the story in Genesis 4 play 
into what Jesus is saying? 

4. Jesus expects his hearers to have a firm grasp of the Bible’s content. How does this 
challenge you?

Family Discussion Questions  
1. What makes it difficult to sometimes forgive others? 
2. What practical steps does our family need to take in light of Jesus’ teaching in 

the parable of the unmerciful servant? 
3. How can our family show mercy to those who hurt us instead of seeking 

revenge?


