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Pray | Pray for clarity in the mission God has for you. 

 

Every Christ-follower is a missionary. We are called to make disciples of 

those around us as a normal rhythm of our lives. God intends for all of us to 

live on mission for him wherever we are. Some Christians are called by God 

and sent elsewhere to live and make disciples as missionaries in the truest 

sense of the word.  

Saul and Barnabas end up in fellowship with the church at Antioch, where 

they were called and set apart for the righteous purposes of God. This is the 

first recorded missionary journey in Scripture. This missionary journey 

would span eight cities in several regions of the eastern portion of the Roman 

Empire, laying the foundation for two other missionary journeys to follow 

and eventually Paul delivering the gospel to Rome.  

 

Read | Acts 13:1-3; Matthew 28:19-20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Barnabas and Saul were called out by the Holy Spirit (Act 13:2). Why should 

we never lose sight that missions and missionaries are God’s ideas? How 

would you define missionary?   

The Holy Spirit instructed the leaders of the church to set apart Barnabas and 

Saul for a mission. Are you aware of the missionaries and missions groups 

our church supports and partners with?  Check out 

http://www.fiveoaks.church/impact.   

Saul and Barnabas were called to go, just as Jesus commands us to in 

Matthew 28:19. Have you felt a nudge by God to be on mission locally or 

globally? What is stopping you from stepping out of your comfort zone?  

What are you willing to give up for God’s mission for you?  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+13%3A1-3%3B+Matthew+28%3A19-20&version=NIV
http://www.fiveoaks.church/impact
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Day 2 
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Pray | Pray for the missionaries you know. 

 

God sets apart and sends some people to be missionaries in other countries. 

These Christ-followers take on an identity as being sent by God away from 

their home for the purpose of sharing the Gospel and helping others discover 

their own Christ-given identity. This is why we make disciples. This is why 

we “go” wherever we are-because the good news of the gospel compels us to 

go and help others believe it too.  

 

Those who have been loved give love. That’s who Christ makes us to 

become-sent ones now living abundant life with Jesus, the Sent One. We 

become disciples of Jesus sent to make disciples with Jesus among our 

neighbors and globally.  

 

Read | Acts 13:1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

We are all called to be missionaries and spread the Gospel wherever 

we are. How should our “sent identity” frame how we live each day?  

We are called to be missionaries, and sometime this means we are sent 

out of our comfort zone to reach people we wouldn’t normally “hang 

out” with. This could be in a neighborhood down the street, in the 

diversity in our schools and jobs, or even globally. Take a step out in 

faith and out of your comfort zone today and reach out to someone you 

typically wouldn’t speak with. 

As the leaders were worshiping and fasting, they heard from the Holy 

Spirit. The leaders and the church were in the right posture to hear 

from God and then respond accordingly when the time came. What 

practices do you use daily to help you see and hear God’s perspective 

in your daily life and troubles? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+13%3A1-3&version=NIV
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Pray |To find more comfort in God than in material things.  

 

Separating from a church, leaving family behind, and going to a new 

land makes being a sent missionary hard enough, but it is even more 

difficult when the gospel starts to affect the status quo and the 

culturally-accepted norms where you are sent. This is what happened 

to Paul and Barnabas in Lystra. Paul was willing to lose everything, 

even his life, for the sake of the gospel. This is the call of the  

missionary: to trust God completely for every need even in the midst 

of great opposition and suffering.  

 

The church has existed for almost two thousand years now. Why 

haven’t we made disciples throughout the nations? Could it be because 

we are committed more to our comfort than to the God who sends? 

 

 

Read | Acts 14:8-20 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

We live very comfortable lives as Americans. Far too concerned with 

our worldly possessions and status, paying little attention to the 

world’s greatest concern-the gospel. What things would be difficult for 

you to surrender, if necessary, in order to live sent? Why? 

Paul and Barnabas attempted to show the crowd that they were 

ordinary men while highlighting the extraordinary God. Do you 

continually give God the glory for your accomplishments or do you 

bask in the limelight yourself?   

 

After Paul was stoned, he got back up and went right back into town, 

not concerned of risks and his reputation. Paul was persistent and 

continued on, because he knew that eternal souls were at stake.   

What lengths are you willing to go to to help ensure eternal life for all 

people? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A8-20&version=NIV
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Pray | To feel God’s strength through your trials today.  

 

When we think of encouragement, we have to see it as so much more 

than sharing something positive with another person. Encouragement 

has a much more significant purpose than making someone feel good. 

Encouragement has at its heart the goal of motivating someone to 

action. It is to give a person confidence-courage-to act as he or she 

needs, even if that action is difficult or comes with great risk. The 

purpose of our encouragement to other believers should have 

increasingly faithful living for Christ in mind. We step into other 

believers’ lives to come alongside them and push them to continue in 

the faith-faith that manifests itself tangibly in everyday life.  

 

Read | Acts 14:21-28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Paul and Barnabas wanted to strengthen the new believers in each city 

with the encouragement to endure, for living by faith would not be 

easy in an empire that would grow increasingly antagonistic toward 

the Christian faith. What are some ways you have been encouraged by 

someone else and you were able to act in faith?  

Are you surrounded by people that are encouraging and are helping 

you grow and mature spiritually?  If you need more support, and are 

not in a small group, consider joining one. Spend a minute in prayer 

asking for continued spiritual growth within your relationships. 

Paul and Barnabas returned to the cities to help the church leaders, 

encouraging them through the tough times and opposition they were 

guaranteed to face. Spend time praying for, and giving thanks for, our 

church pastors, support staff and volunteers.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14%3A21-28&version=NIV


DailyLife    

February 11-15, 2018 

 
5 

www.fiveoaks.church 

Day 5 
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Pray | Ask for clarity where God is sending you as a missionary.  

 

Missionaries have been God’s primary method of expanding his 

kingdom to unreached peoples throughout the world from the church’s 

beginning. The God who sends continues to call us to share his love 

for the unreached peoples and send more missionaries around the 

world. To be faithful to his calling, we must pray and ask ourselves 

“Where is God sending me as a missionary?” If God’s answer is that 

we are to stay where we are, then we must ask how we will support 

those who have been sent. How will we support our missionaries 

through finances, prayer, and encouragement?   

 

Jesus told his disciples that the gates of hell would not prevail against 

his church (Matthew 16:18). This reminds us that the church is 

proactive, and God’s people are taking the powerful and good news of 

Jesus to places of spiritual darkness with full confidence that Jesus will 

build his church.  

 

 

        Read | Matthew 16:18; Matthew 28:19-20 

  

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

God has called each and every one of us to serve in his mission field. 

We are each called to make disciples. How are you standing firm in 

your faith and on mission for God in your day to day routines?  What 

opportunities do you have to speak to non-believers? List one step you 

could take today. 

 

As followers of Jesus, we are going to run into times of hardship, 

suffering, and criticism. How does our experiencing hardship and 

suffering advance the gospel? Reflect on a hardship that has helped 

you grow deeper in your faith. Have you shared this story with others? 

 

We don’t obey God and follow his sending to be more secure in 

his love. We go because we are completely secure in God’s love 

through Christ’s righteousness. Are you a follower of Jesus? Spend 

some time in prayer committing your heart and opening your life to 

living and working for Jesus, asking for the Holy Spirit to guide you 

through your challenges. 

 

 

 

Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, New International 
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reserved worldwide.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+16%3A18%3B+Matthew+28%3A19-20&version=NIV
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