
5. What makes it so hard to believe that “there is salvation in no one else, for there is 
no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 
4:12)? 

6. What is at stake when we reject the “no other name” doctrine?  

7. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply? 

The Spirit Who Empowers (Part 2) 
“How the Name of Jesus is the Motivation and Power                                           

that Propels Our Life with God” 
Acts 3-4 

What’s up with “the name of Jesus”? 

• Power 
Jesus’ name represents his power and releases it. 

Acts 3:1-7; 4:5-7,10 

• Authority  
“In the name” means “by his authority.” 

• Character 
God’s name represents God himself and his character. 

In Acts 3:11-26 Peter is really careful to explain to the crowd that gathers after the 
healing that he has not used the name of Jesus as a magical incantation. 

Acts 19:11-20 

The names of the other gods represent ideas, character traits, and lifestyle choices 
that are often the complete antithesis of who Jesus is and what he taught. 

Living in the Name of Jesus 

1. We’re called to reflect Jesus’ character in our lives. 

Colossians 3: 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

SERMON APPLICATION GUIDE  
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Missional Application 
God calls us to follow the example of the early Christians in how we boldly and 

graciously proclaim the gospel and minister to those in need. 

Christ Connection 
Once the Holy Spirit arrived, the disciples began proclaiming Jesus as Lord             

and Savior. They put on display the power of his kingdom by performing miracles in 
his name. When confronted by earthly authorities, they reaffirmed their          

allegiance to Jesus and continued to declare the gospel with                      
confidence that Jesus is mighty to save. 



2. We are called to seek health and wholeness in Jesus and extend it to 
others. 

3. We’re called to represent Jesus to others, living on mission for him in our 
world and to the ends of the earth. 

No Other Name 
Acts 4:10-12 

There is no other name by which we must be saved. (See John 14:6) 

If you diminish his name… 

• You have no grounds beyond your own personal preferences for compassion and 
justice for the poor, the oppressed, and the marginalized. 

• You are ultimately saying goodbye to the foundation for basic human rights and 
freedom. 

• You remove that which produces the grit and resilience of our faith. 

There is no compelling reason to sacrifice now for the kingdom so that others 
might be saved and so that the hurting might be helped.  

There is no compelling reason to suffer and die for the sake of Jesus’ name. 

There is really no compelling reason for your kids or for the next generation to take 
up your faith. 

Can we trust the God grace and justice with our misgivings and struggles with this idea?  

Will we seek to live with this conviction deep in our bones and with the loving, ethical, 
and sacrificial lifestyle that flows from it? 

Personal Reflection & Small Group Questions  
Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?  

2. What are some situations in your life or in our world where invoking someone’s 
name gives us access or power? 

3. Read Acts 3 and note every time “the name” is mentioned. How does Peter make 
sure they understand that the name of Jesus is not a magical incantation (see 
especially 3:11-16. 

4. In your own words, what’s up with the name of Jesus?

Family Discussion Questions  
1. What kinds of risks does our family take in proclaiming Jesus as the only way to 

salvation? 
2. List some of the ways our family is pressured by our culture when it comes to 

sharing or not sharing the gospel. 
3. How can our family and each of us individually share our faith graciously and 

respectfully?? 


