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Day 1 
February 18 

 

Pray | Give Jesus praise for making our salvation possible.  

 

Salvation is a gift, available by grace through faith in Jesus alone. 

 

The early church of Jesus Christ was expanding rapidly, both in numbers and 

geographically. Like any fast-growing organization of humans, the early 

church experienced its share of challenges and growing pains. Perhaps none 

was more critical and pivotal than the one we’ll be examining this week.   

 

The young church was built on the teachings of Jesus Christ, but it was also 

made up primarily of people who were raised to live by Jewish laws and 

customs. At that junction, the inevitable question was raised, “Do any of the 

Jewish laws still need to be followed to be part of the church of Jesus Christ 

and be saved?” A gathering now known as the Jerusalem Council was held to 

address this question. In this remarkable demonstration of leadership, 

humility, and openness, the young church’s leaders heard all voices and 

opinions on the question. They respectfully debated, using the Bible and 

Jesus’ teachings as the basis for their reasoning. Ultimately they agreed that 

faith in Jesus Christ was sufficient for salvation and inclusion in God’s 

family. Praise God!   

 

Read | Acts 15:1-20; John 14:6; Ephesians 2:8-9 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+15%3A1-20%3B+John+14%3A6%3B+Ephesians+2%3A8-9+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+15%3A1-20%3B+John+14%3A6%3B+Ephesians+2%3A8-9+&version=NIV


DailyLife   The God Who Sends 

February 18-22, 2019   Week 3 

 

 
2 

www.fiveoaks.church 

 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Have you accepted the gift of salvation, made possible by the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ? If you have not—if you’re still trying make 

yourself “good enough”—perhaps today is the day to abandon the path of 

trying to earn your salvation and simply choosing to accept the gift from 

Jesus. Simple does not mean easy. Jesus wants nothing less than complete 

surrender. He promises to transform you and give your life new meaning and 

purpose. Go to him in prayer, and accept the gift.    

 

If you have already made Jesus Christ the Lord of your life, take a moment to 

reflect on how his gift of salvation has transformed your heart, mind, and 

life. That transformation is a process that never really ends until we join our 

Savior in heaven. Go to God in prayer, thank him for the gift of salvation, 

and ask him to reveal areas in your life that most need transformation. 

 

As the early Christian church debated the need for circumcision, it’s common 

and reasonable for followers of Jesus Christ to disagree on some aspects of 

the Christian faith and life. What are some key things the early church 

leaders did in this situation that you can learn from and apply as you 

encounter situations where you disagree with a fellow child of God?    
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Day 2 
February 19 

 

 

Pray | That unity, humility, and truth will reign in the church of Jesus.   

 

The light of Jesus shines brightly when Christians handle conflict well.  

 

Since the beginning, the church has been under constant scrutiny by the 

world. This is to be expected because Jesus calls his church to live by a set of 

priorities that are completely different than the rest of the world. The 

attention this distinct lifestyle brings has great potential for influence, both 

for good or bad, to draw people to Jesus or push them away. The early 

church truly fulfilled Jesus’ call to be distinct. Their selfless concern and care 

for each other drew people in by the thousands. Great success is often 

followed by great tests; the early church was no exception. Conflict tests 

inner strength; it can either destroy or strengthen. The leaders of the early 

church handled conflict with humility and mutual respect. They debated and 

applied core truths to determine the path forward, which strengthened and 

unified the church. In our highly divided society, handling conflict well is a 

powerful way for the church be distinct from the world and to draw people to 

Jesus.    

Read | Acts 15:5-7, 12-18, 22-35 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Acts 15 reveals that the early church brought together the apostles, the elders, 

and the entire assembly to discuss and debate this critical topic. What are the 

benefits and risks of being so inclusive? As you develop and mature your 

Christian worldview, are you intentionally hearing from, and learning from, 

the perspective of others: people who have different backgrounds than you? 

 

The early church leaders and apostles modelled great humility and respect by 

including many people and listening more than they talked. Each of us is a 

leader in some fashion. Take a few minutes to reflect on the aspects of your 

life where you are a leader. Go to God in prayer, and ask him to reveal any 

areas where you could model greater humility and respect for those you lead.  

 

The debate that takes place in Acts 15 includes three primary sources of 

information: 1) The Scriptures (the Old Testament), 2) The teachings of 

Jesus, 3) The experiences and observations of God working among the 

people. How is this model different/similar to the model you use for 

answering challenging spiritual questions in your life? Is each source still 

valid? Are any sources missing?         

  

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+15%3A5-7%2C+12-18%2C+22-35+&version=NIV
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Day 3 
February 20 

 

 

Pray | Ask God to reveal behaviors that push people away from him. 

 

Unity in Jesus Christ trumps personal freedom. 

 

The early church’s decision that “Christ alone” was enough for salvation and 

inclusion in the body of Christ lifted a tremendous burden off both the Jews 

and Gentiles. Peter referred to the weight of trying to follow (or being asked 

to follow) the Jewish laws as a “yoke that neither we or our ancestors have 

been able to bear” (Acts 15:10). The decision freed people from the weight 

of Jewish law, but the church leaders realized this new freedom could breed 

conflict and disunity in the new church. The leaders knew there were some 

behaviors the Christians of Jewish background would simply not be able to 

tolerate from believers of non-Jewish background. To address this, they gave 

Gentile Christians a short list of behaviors to avoid. In doing this, the leaders 

of the new church affirmed the idea that freedom in Christ does not mean 

freedom to do whatever you want. A Christian’s freedom is always bound by 

the need to preserve unity in the church and to draw others closer to Christ. 

 

Read | Acts 15:12-21; Matthew 11:28-29; 1 Corinthians 8:9-13 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Because of our freedom in Christ and the fact that we’re assured eternal life 

with Jesus in heaven, Christians should be the most joyfully free people on 

earth, and yet the world generally views Christians as judgmental and 

divisive. This is really a poor starting point from which to draw others to 

Jesus Christ. Where have the church and Christians gone wrong? What are 

you doing to change the world’s view of Christ followers? 

 

Take a few minutes to reflect on the behaviors and habits you have which 

could be promoting disunity in the church and/or pushing the people around 

you away from Jesus. Go to God in prayer, and ask for wisdom, power, and 

strength from the Holy Spirt to change.  

 

The same idea of personal freedom, limited in order to preserve unity, is the 

idea on which the United States was built as well. As Christians in the United 

States, we face the challenge of applying this same concept in two parallel 

contexts, unity in Jesus Christ and unity under the constitution of the United 

States. Take a few minutes to reflect on how you handle these two contexts 

in your life. Are you prioritizing them correctly? Are you blending them in 

ways that may be damaging your primary mission of creating unity under 

Jesus Christ? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Acts+15%3A12-21%3B+Matthew+11%3A28-29%3B+1+Corinthians+8%3A9-13+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Acts+15%3A12-21%3B+Matthew+11%3A28-29%3B+1+Corinthians+8%3A9-13+&version=NIV
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Day 4 

February 21 

 

Pray | Give God praise for the enduring relevance of the Bible. 

 

Church traditions should be examined in the light of God’s revealed Word. 

 

Because the roots of the early church sprouted from the Jewish faith, it’s not 

surprising one of the first challenges the Christian church faced was centered 

on the traditions and practices of the Jewish faith. Long-held traditions are 

difficult to change, particularly in the church. Such changes come with risks, 

from dividing the body of Christ to making compromises that preserve unity 

at the cost of a lesser gospel. Early church leaders overcame this challenge in 

our passage today. What were the keys to their success? 1) They made room 

for passionate and respectful debate. 2) They focused their thoughts on the 

actual words of God—both Scripture and the words of Jesus. 3) They made 

room to recognize the work of the Holy Spirit going on around them. Each 

new generation of Christians brings fresh ideas for serving and worshiping 

God most effectively. This is natural and necessary. When new ideas 

challenge long-standing traditions, it’s critical that believers follow the lead 

of the early church, evaluating and changing based on God’s Word.     

 

 

Read | Acts 15:5-21; Amos 9:11-12; Matthew 23:1-4 

 

 

Reflect |  Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Take a few minutes to reflect on how the practices and traditions in church 

have changed in your lifetime. Based on what we observed and learned from 

the early church, what kind of change in a church behavior would justify you 

speaking up and taking a strong stand against the change?    

 

In his book Love Kindness, Barry Corey explains Christians must interact 

with the world with a “firm center and soft edges.”1 We must always hold 

firmly to the core gospel truths (firm center), but we must interact with others 

in a spirit of love, humility, and kindness (soft edges). Christians in the 

church should interact with each other in this way as well. How does this 

image also apply to situations where the church is going through change?     

 

In Matthew 6:33 Jesus says, “But seek first [God’s] kingdom and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” In his essay, 

First and Second Things, C.S. Lewis writes, “You cannot get second things 

by putting them first.  You get second things only by putting first things 

first.”2 What are the things you consider “firsts”? What actions can you take 

to better put “firsts” first, trusting that God will provide all the rest? 

                                                 
1 Barry Corey, Love Kindness: Discover the Power of a Forgotten Christian Virtue, (Carol 
Stream, IL, Tyndale Momentum, 2016) 
2 Clive Staples Lewis, First and Second Things: Essays on Theology and Ethics, (New York, 

HarperCollins, 1985) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+15%3A5-21%3B+Amos+9%3A11-12%3B+Matthew+23%3A1-4+&version=NIV
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Day 5 
February 22 

 

Pray | Give Jesus thanks for sending the Holy Spirit to guide you.  

 

The Holy Spirit’s presence is the new sign of membership in God’s family.  

 

When God selected Abraham to be the earthly father of his chosen people, he 

made a formal agreement with Abraham, promising to make him a great 

nation and bless him. This agreement is known as the Abrahamic covenant; 

circumcision was established as a physical sign of that covenantal agreement.    

 

The gospel (Good News) of Jesus explains his life, death, and resurrection; 

through it, Jesus introduced a new covenant. Participation only requires 

accepting this gospel as truth. The sign of inclusion is the Holy Spirit’s 

dwelling in each believer. The early Christian church faced the challenge of 

helping shift mindsets and behaviors from the old covenant (engrained for 

thousands of years) to the new one.  Filled with the Holy Spirit, early church 

leaders successfully guided the church through that transition. They paved 

the way for all of us to be part of the church and to participate in the blessing 

and promises of the new covenant, evidenced by the Holy Spirit living in us.    

 

 

Read | Acts 11:11-18; 15:6-9 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

When you’ve decided to make Jesus the Lord of your life, the presence of the 

Holy Spirit inside you is a source of unimaginable strength, peace, and 

wisdom. How do you live each day differently because of the presence of the 

Holy Spirit?  

 

If you have not yet made Jesus Lord of your life and received the great gift of 

the Holy Spirit, now is the perfect time to make that decision. You don’t 

need to earn it; Jesus’ death and resurrection paid the full price. You do need 

to choose to accept this gift. If you’re ready, go to God in prayer right now, 

and share your heart and desire to change.      

 

Spend some time in prayer and reflection, asking God to show you the work 

of the Holy Spirit in your life. Give God praise for what’s already been done, 

and ask God to use you in even greater ways in the power and strength of the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, New International 
Version® (NIV®). Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. ® Used by permission. All rights 
reserved worldwide.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+11%3A11-18%3B+15%3A6-9&version=NIV

