
4. Read the letter from Jeremiah in Jeremiah 29. Why is this letter so applicable to us 
today? 

5. What are some ways you find yourself cozying up or getting to cozy with this 
world? (Read John 17:14-19 and the Matthis quote.) 

6. Read Hebrews 13:14 and Philippians 3:18-20. How can you cultivate your sense of 
citizenship in heaven.? 

7. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply? 

SERIES: Exile & Return 
SERMON 3: ”5 Ways to Make a Max Impact with the One Life You Have” 
TEXT: Daniel 6                                           
DATE: January 13/14, 2017 

It’s not about how long you live; it’s about how well you live the one life you live. 

5 Ways to Make a Maximum Impact with the One Life You Have 

1. Start ____________. 

Halftime: Changing Your Game Plan from Success to Significance by Bob 
Buford. 

There’s really no time in the life of a follower of Jesus where it’s about our 
___________ so that later we can make it about significance. 

2. Adopt a _________. 

Jeremiah 29: 4 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the 
exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build 
houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. 6 Take 
wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give 
your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; 
multiply there, and do not decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city 
where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in 
its welfare you will find your welfare.” 

3. Don’t try to ________________ for yourself. 

Daniel doesn’t set out to _______________ for himself yet he’s one of 
the most famous names of his age. 

Daniel’s focus is on the _____________ of the city. 

John 17: 14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them 
because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do 
not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from 
the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 
17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the 
world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sake I 
consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth. 



“So let’s revise the popular phrase ‘in, but not of.’ Christians are not of this 
world, but sent into it. Not of, but sent into.” (David Matthis) 

4. Don’t try to ____________ or get too ___________. 

One of the most effective ways to be __________ about your faith life 
is to be __________ about your prayer life 

Being in the world ________________ is not about cozying up to the 
world.  

“A Christian may something from the perspective of the gospel that is 
utterly humble, ‘Oh, no, no, no, no. Not just anybody can be good. You 
have to believe in Jesus. Goodness isn’t enough. Religion isn’t enough. You 
have to believe in Jesus.’ For us, it takes the death of pride to say that. 
We can only believe that from humility. But the outside world has to see 
that as nothing but arrogant. It has to. Therefore, no matter how nicely 
you say it, no matter how much you smile, no matter how salty you try to 
be, there’s going to be hurt.” (Tim Keller; adapted) 

5. Pray toward ___________. 

Daniel prays toward Jerusalem because while he was sent to Babylon by 
God, he was never _____ Babylon. 

Daniel knew there was ___________ than what the Babylonians and 
Persians thought there was to life. 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?  

2. Why does it often take us so long to recognize that life is about significance more 
than success? 

3. Read Daniel 6. Thinking back to what you know about the book of Daniel, how did 
Daniel express his difference from Babylonians while making a huge impact in his 
work and daily life? 

THEOLOGICAL THEME 
God glorifies himself through the rescue of those who trust him. 

Family Discussion Questions:  
1. What are some areas in our own culture in which our family is called to obey 

God rather than people? 
2. How can our family set aside time to pray together and for each other? 
3. How can our family make sure that God receives the glory for what he 

accomplishes through us?

CHRIST CONNECTION 
God showed his power to rescue Daniel from death. In the fullness of time, God 
showed his power to save his people from their sins and give them eternal life 

through the death and resurrection of his Son. 


