
5. Do you have people in your life that would speak openly and forcefully into your 
life, like Peter and James in this passage? How has that worked and not worked? 

6. Who’s a person you need to talk to because you’ve purported a contaminated 
Gospel to them? 

7. What’s one way you can lean into the Gospel truth more this week? 

The God Who Sends (Part 3) 
“3 Misbeliefs that Contaminate the Gospel” 

Acts 15 

3 Misbeliefs that Contaminate the Gospel  

1. Performance produces God’s love. 

The Gospel+Moralism produces a life of legalism. 

When we add to the Gospel, we subtract from the work of Jesus. 

The Gospel destroys our need for permanence to earn God’s love. 

2. All paths lead to finding God. 

When everything is going to work out no matter what, we become apathetic. 

The exclusivity of the Gospel seeks to be inclusive of all peoples.  

Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.” 

The Gospel will destroy apathy in our lives. 

Tell people about Jesus. He is the way. 
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Missional Application 
God calls us to proclaim the message that salvation is available through faith in Christ 

alone, not through additional obligations and works. 

Christ Connection 
The early church’s response affirmed the sufficiency of faith in Jesus for 

salvation. Because of His finished work on the cross,  
Jesus alone is all we need to be saved.



3. Obedience is optional. 

Jesus has given us freedom from having to earn our standing with God, while at 
the same time giving us the Holy Spirit to be living in God’s ways. 

An unresponsive faith is not faith. 

Saturate yourself in the Gospel. 

The Gospel removes performance and does not lay unnecessary burdens on 
people. 

The Gospel removes apathy and compels us to tell others about Jesus. 

The Gospel removes complacency and produces a responsive faith. 

Personal Reflection & Small Group Questions  
Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?  

2. How have any of these misbeliefs affected you (performance, pluralism, optional 
obedience)? 

3. How have any of your misbeliefs affected others around you? 

4. Read Galatians 2. Some scholars place this between Acts 10 and Acts 15. How 
have we acted like Peter in this way?

Family Discussion Questions  
1. As a family, discuss the fact that salvation is by grace alone and we cannot work 

our way into it. Why is this so difficult to believe? 
2. As a family, discuss how you would respond to someone who claimed being a 

good person plus faith in Jesus is what saves a person? 
3. How does the Scripture about the Jerusalem Council teach our family to handle 

conflict within the church?


