
5. Reread James 2:5 and read the passages below. How would truly believing what 
Jesus and the New Testament writers teach about the Kingdom of God change the 
way we look at our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ no matter their social status, 
ethnicity, educational accomplishments, etc.? 

Luke 6: 20 Looking at his disciples, he said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for 
yours is the kingdom of God.” 

1 Corinthians 1: 26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were 
called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were 
influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things 
of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to 
shame the strong. 

Ephesians 1: 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order 
that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in his holy people. 

6. Re-read James 2:11-12 and then continue reading through verse 17. Also read 
James 1:27. What does James say about the poor or needy beyond not 
discriminating against them?  

7. What needs to grow in your life or what practices do you need to include in your 
life in order to kill discrimination in your heart against people who are different 
than you? 

 

The God Who Directs His People (Part 3) 
“How to Kill Discrimination in Your Heart”  

James 2:1-8 

 

3 Foundational Theological Concepts that Can Kill Discrimination in 
Our Hearts 
1. The _____________ of Christ. 

James 2:1-2 

Glory is associated with ________________________. 

James says this kind of discrimination and favoritism is not just wrong, it’s 
____________. 

It’s not just the action of discrimination that’s _________, it’s the very 
____________ that categorizes people in this way. 

SERMON APPLICATION GUIDE  

March 30/31, 2019 | Bringing the Story of God to Life

Missional Application 
God calls us to show mercy, not partiality. 

Christ Connection 
The way we show our faith in Jesus Christ is by keeping the royal law and heralding 

his mercy over judgment, a mercy seen most clearly in the death of Jesus                
in our place. Because God has shown mercy to us                                       

through Jesus Christ, we are to show mercy to others. 



2. The _________________ of God. 
James 2:5 

‘Do you really believe what you say you believe? Do you really want what you 
pray for?’ 

Romans 8: 17 We are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ. 

3. The __________ of Love 
James 2:5-8 

The poor have a special place in God’s heart. And not just in God’s heart, the 
poor have a special place in God’s ______________. 

 

Personal Reflection & Small Group Questions 

Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?  

2. Read James 2:1-13. The scene described in verses 1-3 in this passage is hard to 
imagine in a church like ours. But we still discriminate based on outward 
appearance in many ways in our lives. What are some of the ways we do this?  

3. Reread James 2:4. How do the following passages relate to or illuminate this 
passage? 

Leviticus 19: 15 “‘Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or 
favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly. 

Deuteronomy 10: 17 For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, 
the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no 
bribes. 

Job 34: 19 [The Lord] shows no partiality to princes and does not favor the rich 
over the poor, for they are all the work of his hands? 

4. Why is discrimination based on social status, ethnicity, race, economic standing, or 
difference evil in God’s sight?

Family Discussion Questions  
1. When are you tempted to judge others based on their outward appearance? 
2. In what ways are you tempted to side with the world’s view of things rather than 

God’s view? 
3. Why is it so important for us to extend mercy and love to others no matter what?


