
5. Reflect on the following quote from N.T. Wright. 

“We don’t like…Acts 5, but we can’t have it both ways. If we watch with excited 
fascination as the early church does wonderful healings, stands up to the bullying 
authorities, makes converts to right and left, and lives a life of astonishing 
property-sharing, we may have to face the fact that if you want to be a 
community which seems to be taking the place of the Temple of the living God 
you mustn’t be surprised if the living God takes you seriously, seriously enough to 
make it clear that there is no such things a cheap grace. if you invoke the power 
of the holy one, the one who will eventually right all wrongs and sort out all 
cheating and lying, he may just decide to do some of that work already in 
advance.” 

6. Why does theologian Karl Barth say, “He who is not shattered after hearing this 
news [of the cross] may not have grasped the word of God: ‘By grace you have 
been saved!’”? (See the fuller quote from the notes.) 

7. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply? 

The Spirit Who Empowers (Part 3) 
“Is Your God a ‘Stepford god’?” 

Acts 4:32 – 5:11 

“Only if your God can say things that outrage you and make you struggle (as in a real 
friendship or marriage!) will you know that you have gotten hold of a real God and 
not a figment of your imagination." (Tim Keller) 

Money 
Acts 4:32-37 

They’re practicing radical generosity! They believe everything belongs to God and 
they’re willing to part with some of their stuff when a need arises in someone’s life. 

Radical generosity is what happens when God’s grace is powerfully at work in us. 

How do we lean into God’s grace? 

Giving in response to God’s radical grace and love is stronger than giving in an 
attempt to earn God’s favor and love. 

The way of grace and generosity is the way of freedom and peace. 

God’s Judgment 
Acts 5:1-11 

Technically, the sin of Ananias and Sepphira is lying, but there’s more behind the lie. 

• Pretense and Hypocrisy  

How many hurting, struggling people live secret lives of shame and defeat because 
they feel like the rest of the church has it all together? 

How much damage has been done to the mission of Christ through our pretense 
and hypocrisy? 

• Greed 

How has our greed hurt the cause of Christ in the world 
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Missional Application 
God calls us show our unity with other believers, always being generous              

and honest as a reflection of Christ’s truth and love. 

Christ Connection 
In obedience to the Holy Spirit’s prompting, the early Christians shared their resources 
and gave generously to those in need, just as Jesus gave up heavenly riches to share 
his inheritance with all who trust in him. But Ananias and Sapphira’s deceptive action 
was a sin against the church and against the Spirit. The Spirit distinguishes between 
giving that is from a heart of generosity and giving that is greedy and deceitful. 



Why such harsh and swift judgment with no chance to repent and repair?  

• This kind of swift judgment on God’s people is a rare occurrence in the Bible and in 
history. 

• The idea of “to whom much is given, much is to be expected” might be at work 
here. 

• It sends a powerful message that can save us a lot of personal tragedy (the kind 
that comes from loving money and pretense) and keep Christ’s mission on track. 

This is God’s exclamation point on the dangers of the love of money. 

• It’s a preview of the New Creation. 

For heaven to come to earth, God has to get the hell we created on earth out of 
the earth. That’s what judgment is. Judgment is a good thing. 

If you really understand the story God is weaving (the story he tells us in the Bible), 
you can understand why you can’t really welcome all the miracles and healings 
and then complain about the judgment. They go hand it hand. God’s kingdom and 
evil will not coexist in the New Creation. It’s a package deal, and they’re getting a 
preview of what’s to come. It’s a package deal, and we will experience the new 
creation and eternity with God only by his grace. 

If the cross was necessary for our salvation, our condition is much worse than we ever 
imagined and we need God’s grace. 

“Look at Jesus Christ on the cross. …Do you know for whose sake he is hanging there? 
For our sake — because of our sin — sharing our captivity — burdened with our 
suffering! He nails our life to the cross. This is how God had to deal with us. From this 
darkness he has saved us. He who is not shattered after hearing this news may not 
have grasped the word of God: ‘By grace you have been saved!’”(Karl Barth) 

Personal Reflection & Small Group Questions  
Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?  

2. Read the Tim Keller quote in the notes. Why is this true or not true? 

3. Read Acts 4:32-37. How does understanding and receiving grace fuel radical 
generosity? 

4. Read Acts 5:1-11. Why does God take the sin of Ananias and Sapphira so 
seriously?

Family Discussion Questions  
Based on kids’ lesson (Acts 6:8 – 7:60):  
1. Name some people who have suffered or been persecuted because of their 

faith. 
2. What can we learn from persecuted believers and martyrs? 
3. How can we keep motives and fears in check when needing to stand for our 

faith in hostile situations? 


