
5. Read Luke 15:4-10,22-24? The celebrations happen in community. Reflect on how 
someone you know well has given you a bigger or clearer vision of God by 
watching and listening to how they interact with God? 

6. In what ways do you sometimes relate to what the older brother is feeling? 

7. Make a list of all the young families you potentially can invite to the Fall Fun Fest 
(especially families that are, as far as you know, far from God). 

Jesus the Story-teller (Part 4) 
“3 Dinner Invitations That Will Change Your Life” 

Luke 15 

3 Dinner Invitations That Will Change Your Life 

1. Jesus invites you to receive his Father’s _____________. 
Luke 15:11-24 

Prodigal = _______________ Extravagance 

"Grace is the free gift in which God gives all—eternal life, forgiveness, purpose, 
meaning—to human beings, who respond by trying to ______________.” (Crazy 
Talk: A Not-So-Stuffy Definition of Theological Terms) 

This image of a ______________ God—recklessly extravagant in offering grace
—would not be new to Jesus’ audience. (Hosea 11:1-4; Jeremiah 31:20) 

Jesus is reminding everyone who is listening that God’s reaction to humanity’s 
inhumanity toward each other and their rejection of him not only kindles God’s 
wrath, it also ____________ his heart, a heart that waits anxiously for us to turn 
back to him. 

SERMON APPLICATION GUIDE  

July 14/15, 2018 | Bringing the Story of God to Life

Missional Application 
God calls us not to resent his grace toward others but to celebrate the Father’s 

goodness in welcoming any repentant sinner home. 

Christ Connection 
The Pharisees and scribes criticized Jesus for his practice of welcoming and dining 

with sinners. The stories he told in response to their criticism focused on              
God’s joy over sinners coming to repentance. The God who seeks                      

and saves the lost is Jesus, the Savior whose search-and-rescue                        
mission is accomplished at great personal cost to himself. 



2. Jesus invites you to experience the Father’s grace in _______________. 
Luke 15:4-10,22-24 

We experience God more deeply in _________________. 

We see more of God as we watch our ______________ interact with him. 

The little _________ we have for God is broken open when we live our of faith in 
a vibrant community. 

3. Jesus invites you to bring _____________ to the meal. 
Luke 15:1-3,24-32 

Personal Reflection & Small Group Questions  
Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?  

2. Look at the Crazy Talk definition of grace in the notes. Why is this so? 

3. Read Luke 15:11-24. What goes through your mind and touches your heart as you 
read this parable? 

4. Read Hosea 11:1-4. How does this passage express the recklessly extravagant love 
of God?

Family Discussion Questions  
1. In what ways does God’s treatment of our family go beyond what we might 

expect or even hope for and deserve? 
2. The religious leaders and the older brother focused on good deeds rather than 

their relationship with God. Why are we tempted to do the same? 
3. Why is it important for us to guard against the sin of the older brother just as 

much as we need to guard against the sin of the younger brother?


