
5. How does the gospel bring hope for freedom from enslavement?  

6. Read Acts 16:25-34. Paul and Silas brought hope to a hopeless person. How can 
we bring hope to hopeless people in our lives?  

7. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply? 

The God Who Sends (Part 4) 
“3 Changes You Can Embrace……Even If You Hate Change”  

Acts 16:6-34 

God makes change. 

3 Changes You Can Embrace……Even If You Hate Change 

1. God changes our path. 
Acts 16:6-10 

How do people with a resilient faith look at a change of plans? 

• They hold loosely to their own plans because they know they are stewards of 
their time, not owners. 

• Wherever they find themselves, they see it as a place for mission, for serving 
God, even if it’s a dead end or a detour. 
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Missional Application 
God calls us to be faithful to deliver his message to all kinds of people,              

using a variety of methods. 

Christ Connection 
The gospel reaches different people in different ways. In Philippi, Paul and Silas saw 

converts from different social and economic backgrounds come to faith through their 
witness and testimony. Their message was the same for all:                               

“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.” 



2. God changes people. 
Acts 16:11-34 

Why would change in people be hard to embrace?  
• It can cost us when we are God’s instrument to bring change in others.  

• We might not like how their change impacts us. 

3. God changes our perspective. 

Personal Reflection & Small Group Questions  
Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?  

2. What’s a change of direction or plans in your life that you found hard to embrace? 

3. Read Acts 16:6-10. Sometimes we look back to a change of direction and can see 
God’s hand and mercy in it. Sometimes we can’t see it and maybe never will in this 
life. How can we learn to trust God when our lives take hard turns and we can’t 
see any value in it? 

4. Read Acts 16:16-24. In what ways are individuals commonly enslaved today? 

Family Discussion Questions  
1. Who do people treat like “outsiders” in your school, the neighborhood, or at 

work?  
2. What types of people is our family tempted to look past?  
3. How can we work to not only notice, but also share the gospel with those 

people?


