
4. Read Ezra 4:1-4 and 2 Kings 17:14-33. Who were these people who offered to 
help and why did the Israelites refuse their help? 

5. How can we show respect toward others of other religions (including agnostics 
and atheists) while still standing on Jesus’ claim that no one can come to the Father 
apart from him?  

6. Which of the reasons why all this matters so much (from the sermon) resonate most 
with you (or where do you struggle with this whole idea)?  

7. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply? 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Spiritual authenticity, in biblical faith, is about a relationship with God, by his grace 
alone, that more and more reflects his values and priorities in our everyday life as he 
transforms us into the image of Christ.  

The paths to living out our relationship with God are _________________ to travel.  

4 Neglected Paths to Spiritual Authenticity (Part 1) 

1. The ______________________ Path 
Ezra 4:1-4; 2 Kings 17:14-33; John 4:19-22 

This is the path that will take you to and through the __________ and 
the ___________________.  

Who are the people who offer to help and why do the Israelites refuse? 

Syncretism is where you take two or more religions and ___________ 
__________________. 

When they refuse to allow the syncretists to help build the temple, their 
actions are in line with everything in their faith based on the ________ 
______________________. 

They’re resisting ______________ into and _________________ by 
the surrounding culture. 



Syncretists of yesteryear today would not go down the path of the fire 
and the lions for their ______________.  

Clarifications: 
• There is good, beauty, truth, heroes, and exemplary followers 

__________________________.  

• We can ____________ from other religions. 

• We can ________________ with adherents of other religions (or 
of no religion) on a plethora of issues.  

• There are _____________ in life.  

• We are called to ______________ adherents of other religions.  

Why does all this matter so much?  

• It’s necessary for passing on authentic faith to ________________. 

• You’ll lack spiritual __________________ that comes through 
____________________.  

• You’ll be ______________ to false gurus, fads, and the political 
agendas of the left and the right. 

• You’ll affirm others when they get on destructive paths instead of 
seeking to _______________ onto the path of Christ.  

• In your __________, you’ll fail to give God the ____ only he is 
due. 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?  

2. What kind of pressure to syncretize Christianity with other religions have you 
experienced (internal or external pressures)?  

3. Why does God oppose syncretizing our faith with other faiths or philosophies of 
life (there are many reasons, but don’t miss the one that has to do with grace)? 

THEOLOGICAL THEME 
God will sustain his people through adversity and is able to change                        

the attitude of his opponents so his will can be accomplished. 

Family Discussion Questions:  
These questions are based on Ezra 4:1-4, 5:1-5, and 6:13-22 

1. What are some warning sings that we may be approaching spiritual apathy?  
2. How can our family guard against spiritual apathy?  
3. How does God’s Word shape the priorities in our family?

CHRIST CONNECTION 
Just as God’s people faced opposition as they sought to worship God with their 
obedience, Jesus faced temptation and opposition as he obeyed his Father in all 

things. Through Jesus’ endurance in ministry, we are empowered to obey God no 
matter what circumstances or trials we face. 


