
5. How does grace overflow in generosity? 

6. How does what Jesus say about generosity in the passages below reflect and add 
to what Paul says in 2 Corinthians? 

Luke 21: 1 Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering 
box, 2 and he saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. 3 And he said, 
“Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them. 4 For they 
all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she 
had to live on.” 

Luke 16: 11 If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who 
will entrust to you the true riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful in that 
which is another's, who will give you that which is your own? 

Luke 16: 13 No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and money.” 

Matthew 6:19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also. 

7. What’s one key personal takeaway from this passage and the sermon? 

The God Who Changes Us (Part 5) 
“7 Powerful Reasons for Growing in Generosity” 

2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 9:6-15 

If we place ________________ value on things of limited value, things of ultimate 
value will have limited value in our lives. 

7 Powerful Reasons for Growing in Generosity 

1. Generosity is _____________________ 
2 Corinthians 8:1-6 

Faith and ________________ are indelibly linked. 

Tips for teaching kids generosity through family sacrificial giving: 

• Talk about it with your kids ______________ you make the decision. 

• Explain the _______________. 

• Make it ________________. 
Deuteronomy 14: 26 spend [a portion of the tithe] for whatever you desire—
oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, whatever your appetite craves. And 
you shall eat there before the Lord your God and rejoice, you and your 
household.

2. Generosity is an overflow of having received  ___________.  
2 Corinthians 8:8-12 

3. Generosity _________________ human worth. 
2 Corinthians 8:13-15 

Why we know Paul’s not promoting a form of communism or communalism: 

• The _____________ of the early church. 

• The word for “equality” is a word having to do with equity and 
______________. 
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Missional Application 
God gives us wealth in order that we might share it with others in need, not out of a 

sense of guilt or obligation but cheerfully and willingly. 

Christ Connection 
In Jesus Christ, we have both a model and a motivation for generosity. Because God 
has been merciful and generous to us by giving us his Son, we are empowered to be 

merciful and generous toward others. 



‘Does it feel right to you that you have ______________ and they don’t 
have basic necessities?’ 

• The underlying idea is the intrinsic ______________ of those in need. 

4. Generosity ________________ people’s lives. 
2 Corinthians 8:13 

5. Generosity _______________ the giver.  
2 Corinthians 9:6-11 

The Bible doesn’t promote a prosperity gospel; neither does it promote an utter 
____________________ gospel. 

If we’re not generous, we’re _________________ on what God wants to do in 
our lives, and what God wants to do in our lives is better than all the plans we 
have for the money we should have given. 

6. Generosity is an expression of _________________. 
2 Corinthians 9:12 

7. Generosity a matter of ________________. 
2 Corinthians 9:13-15 

This is not about simply doing our duty; this whole passage calls for the 
___________ to be in it and helps us put our hearts into it. 

How to Grow a More Generous Heart 
• Reflect on and meditate on God’s _______________. 

• Stretch and ________________ yourself in your giving. 

• Recount your _____________ to God with thanksgiving.  

Personal Reflection & Small Group Questions 

Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?  

2. Who is one of the most generous people you’ve known? 

3. If we place ultimate value on things of limited value, things of ultimate value will 
have limited value in our lives. Why is this a mistake that compounds over time and 
one that is easy to pass on to our kids? 

4. Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 and 9:6-15. Paul tells the Corinthians about the 
Macedonians to inspire them. What inspires you to give?  

Family Discussion Questions  
1. What are some ways our family can practice generosity together? 
2. Why are we often tempted to want more than we have? 
3. When has someone shown extreme generosity to our family or to you? 


