
5. Read Acts 10:9-16. What are some ways God has surprised you or disrupted your 
expectations?  

6. Read Acts 10:17-48. How have you been surprised by God’s grace getting 
through to someone and calling them to faith in Jesus?  

7. Think about groups of people you might be prone to write off as too resistant to 
the gospel. What are some specific ways this story should change your 
perspective? 

8. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply? 

The Spirit Who Empowers (Part 5) 
“Are You Standing in God’s Way?” 

Acts 11:1-17 

Are You Standing in God’s Way? 

From the beginning to end, the Bible makes a point about God’s love for and desire to 
reach all the nations of the earth. 

Acts 11:1-3 

Acts 11:4-10 

SERMON APPLICATION GUIDE  
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Missional Application 
God calls us not to show favoritism in sharing the gospel but to extend                 

the call of salvation to all people. 

Christ Connection 
God challenged Peter’s tradition of “clean” and “unclean” foods in order to further 
challenge his perspective of “clean” and “unclean” people. Peter learned that God 

does not show favoritism but calls his people to proclaim the message of Jesus’   
death and resurrection to all people, to celebrate his work in their lives,                          
and to welcome believers into his family, regardless of their ethnicity. 



Acts 11:11-12 

Acts 11:15-17 (and Acts 10:44-46) 

“Who was I to think that I could stand in God’s way?” (Peter bar Jonah) 

Personal Reflection & Small Group Questions  
Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?  

2. Have you ever suspected that you were excluded from a group because you 
didn’t fit the demographic racially, ethnically, economically, or in some other way? 
How did it make you feel? 

3. Read Acts 10:1-8. An angel appears to Cornelius and tells him to send for Peter. 
The angel could have explained everything that Peter would explain. Why do you 
think God chooses to use Christians to spread the gospel?  

4. Cornelius is decent and devout, but he is not redeemed. What are some ways you 
see non-Christians in the world around you seeking a spiritual encounter?

Family Discussion Questions  
1. What are some specific ways God has used our family to share the gospel? 
2. How has God surprised us or surpassed our family’s expectations? 
3. What’s the most surprising way someone in our family has been called to faith 

in Jesus?


