
Read Ezra 6:13-22. After rebuilding the temple, the Israelites offer sacrifices to God and 
then celebrate Passover and a prescribed feast. Jesus and the New Testament call us to 
rituals, liturgies, and disciplines that shape our hearts and our minds. They teach us and 
remind us of who we are in Christ. They are relational practices. And they train us in 
godliness. 

4. What are some of the corporate and personal rituals, liturgies, and disciplines that 
you practice to build, sustain, and enrich your relationship with God? 

5. How can you keep the rituals, liturgies, and disciplines of the Christian life from 
becoming something less than God intended? 

6. Reflect on the following statement from the sermon: “People who try to live their 
faith apart from the community of believers and corporate worship are simply 
disobedient to God and in danger because they’re refusing to do the very things 
that God gave us to shape our hearts and give us the courage we need to live 
generously and face the fire and the lions." 

7. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply? 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“Christianity is something that if you really believed it, it would change your life and you 
would want to change [the lives] of others. I haven’t seen too much of that.” (University 
student explaining why he walked away from the faith he grew up with.) 

The paths to a spiritually authentic faith are neglected because they’re ___________ 
and sometimes _______________. 

4 Neglected Paths to Spiritual Authenticity (Part 2) 

1. The Path of Fire and Lions 
Ezra 4:1-6; 2 Kings 17:14-33; John 4:19-22 

2. The Path of _________________________________ 
Ezra 5:1-2 

Then God said: “Here’s what I want you to do: Climb into the hills and 
cut some timber. Bring it down and rebuild the Temple. Do it just for me. 
Honor me. You’ve had great ambitions for yourselves, but nothing has 
come of it. The little you have brought to my Temple I’ve blown away—
there was nothing to it.” (Haggai 1:8-9; The Message) 

They were more _______________________ than into God. 

Wholehearted, sacrificial generosity = Giving to something to the point of 
__________________________ and doing it _______________. 



3. The Path of ___________________________ 
Ezra 6:13-22; Luke 11:2-4 

When we say Christianity is about relationship and not about religion, we 
often misconstrue this to mean that ___________________________ 
are empty and harmful to our faith. 

We literally can’t live or survive without _______________________. 

Jesus and the apostles called us to practice dozens of ______________ 
_________________ for our worship when we are gathered and for 
our daily life of worshiping and glorifying God when we’re scattered.  

On the night he was betrayed, Jesus didn’t offer exact theories on what 
his death accomplished. …He washed feet. He prayed. And he gave them 
________________________ to practice as a corporate spiritual 
discipline. He gave them the Lord’s Supper. 

  

4. The Path of the ______________________________ 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?  

2. Why is spiritual authenticity important?  

3. Read Ezra 5:1-2 and Haggai 1:5-9. How does the message about wholehearted, 
sacrificial generosity that Haggai spoke to the Israelites relate to your life?

THEOLOGICAL THEME 
God will sustain his people through adversity and is able to change                        

the attitude of his opponents so his will can be accomplished. 

Family Discussion Questions:  
These questions are based on the kid’s lesson today, Esther 4. 

1. How can our family encourage one another to seek the Lord when his hand of 
providence is hidden from our view?  

2. In what ways has our family’s history made us more effective in serving Him? 
3. When has our family been placed somewhere for “such a time as this”?

CHRIST CONNECTION 
Just as God’s people faced opposition as they sought to worship God with their 
obedience, Jesus faced temptation and opposition as he obeyed his Father in all 

things. Through Jesus’ endurance in ministry, we are empowered to obey God no 
matter what circumstances or trials we face. 


