
5. Read Hebrews 11:8-19. How are faith and obedience linked? 

6. Read Hebrews 11:20-40. How has faith helped you persevere through suffering? 

7. Read Hebrews 12:1-3. What does it mean in your life to “keep your eyes on 
Jesus”? (See the Message translation as you think this through.) 

The God Who Changes Us (Part 6) 
“How Faith is the Fuel for Following Jesus” 

Hebrews 10:35–12:3 

How Faith is the Fuel for Following Jesus 

1. Faith is how we can live _________________ and with assurance. 
Hebrews 10:39–11:3 

The author is talking about the faith that gives ________________ and 
assurance that what God said will happen will indeed happen. 

2. Faith is how we ______________ God. 
Hebrews 11:4-6 

These folks weren’t made _____________ with God by what they did; they did 
what they did because they had been made right with God by faith. 

It’s not Abel’s offering but the ______________ behind the offering. 

Romans 4: 2 If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast 
about—but not before God. 3 What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, 
and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 

Ephesians 2: 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 
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Missional Application 
God calls us to draw courage from the example of the faithful through the centuries 

as we fulfill God’s will and focus on Christ. 

Christ Connection 
All the examples of faith in Scripture pale in comparison to the life of Jesus Christ, 

who for the joy that lay before him endured a cross and despised                         
the shame. Because of his work, the faith and hope of all who                           
have gone before us will be fulfilled when he returns. We have                      

assurance of the reliability of God’s promises. 



3. Faith is how we ____________ God. 
Hebrews 11:8-10,17-19 

“We don’t believe something by merely saying we believe it, or even when we 
believe that we believe it. We believe something when we act as if it were 
true.” (Dallas Willard) 

4. Faith is how we __________________ through suffering. 
Hebrews 11:32-40 

If your understanding of Christianity doesn’t leave room for “agonizing defeat, 
crushing pain, lonely destitution, and torturous death,” then it’s not ___________. 

The metric of faith is faithful obedience not ________________ outcomes. 

5. Faith is how we live _____________ for God. 
Hebrews 12:1-3 

“The ice-axe for our journey is faith.” (N.T. Wright) 

“Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and finished this race we’re in. Study 
how he did it. Because he never lost sight of where he was headed—that 
exhilarating finish in and with God—he could put up with anything along the way: 
Cross, shame, whatever. And now he’s there, in the place of honor, right alongside 
God. When you find yourselves flagging in your faith, go over that story again, 
item by item, that long litany of hostility he plowed through. That will shoot 
adrenaline into your souls!” (Hebrew 12:2-3; The Message)  

Personal Reflection & Small Group Questions 

Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?  

2. How would you describe the difference between faith and optimism?  

3. Read Hebrews 10:35–11:3. Why does the author describe faith in the way he does 
in 11:1? (Clue: Consider the context.) 

4. Read Hebrews 11:4-6. Why is being made right with God by faith and not by 
works such an important doctrine?  

Family Discussion Questions  
1. How would you define or describe faith? 
2. How does it make you feel to know that by faith we can be made right with 

Jesus? 
3. What are some practical ways our family can keep our eyes on Jesus and grow 

in our faith together?


