
4. Why is knowing Scripture so important in our fight with temptation? 

5. Read Romans 5:12-21. Why is understanding Jesus as the second Adam important? 

6. How are you most encouraged by Matthew 4:1-11? 

7. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply? 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What can you expect from God when you’re dearly loved by God? 

1. W_________________ 

The “wildernesses” in our lives are those places where our faith in God—our trust in 
God—is tested and __________________. 

James 1: 2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and 
complete, not lacking anything. 

The kind of love that wants what’s best for us doesn’t always give us what’s 
______________ for us.  

The wilderness times aren’t just about testing and toughening; they’re about 
____________________. 

Jeremiah 2: 2 …“‘I remember the devotion of your youth, how as a bride you loved 
me and followed me through the wilderness, through a land not sown.’” 

Hosea 2:14-20 

The wilderness is the kind of place where our hearts can _________ to our loving 
God. 



2. T_________________ 

All temptation to sin is an ________________ to distrust God.  

• The tempter wants to create ________________. (Matthew 4:2-3; Genesis 
3:1) 

• The tempter wants us to believe we can sin ________________ 
______________________. (Matthew 4:4-6; Genesis 3:4) 

• The tempter appeals to ___________________ and pride. (Matthew 4:8-9; 
Genesis 3:5) 

Jesus quotes Scripture because he _________ God’s Word more than the 
tempter’s words. 

3. F_________________ 

Jesus victory over temptation is about giving humanity a chance to be forgiven and 
a chance to live in a relationship with God by being ________________ to 
Christ. 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?  

2. Read Matthew 4:1-11. Think about a time when you have had a “wilderness” 
experience in your life spiritually. How would you say it tested your faith, 
toughened your faith, or bonded you more closely to God?  

3. Under what kind of circumstances do you usually bond with God (i.e., draw closer 
to him)?

THEOLOGICAL THEME 
In the wilderness, Jesus triumphs over temptation at the point that                        

Adam and Israel failed.  

Family Discussion Questions:  
1. As a family, consider this: Why is knowing who you are in Christ so important in 

the fight against sin?  
2. What are some ways our family can encourage and strengthen one another as 

we battle sin and temptation?  
3. Why is it important to properly understand God’s Word?

CHRIST CONNECTION 
In order to undo the consequences of Adam’s sin, Jesus steps into our world and 

overcomes the temptation to which Adam succumbed. In order to fulfill the    
purpose of his people, Israel, who doubted God in the wilderness,                    

Jesus overcomes temptation on behalf of his people. Jesus’ temptation is            
connected to his cross, the place where he conquered sin as our Savior.  


