
5. Imagine the moment Saul has this encounter with Jesus. How would you describe 
what is going through his mind and heart?  

6. What does it mean to have a personal encounter with Jesus (and reflect on your 
own personal encounter)? 

7. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply? 

The Spirit Who Empowers (Part 5) 
“5 Necessary Elements of Authentic Christian Conversion” (Part 1)  

Acts 9:1-19 

You don’t sign up or register for Christianity. You don’t join Christianity. Christianly 
requires conversion. 

Acts 9:1-2 

Acts 9:3-7 

Philippians 3: 4 …If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the 
flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for 
zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. 

“Christ Jesus took hold of me.” (Philippians 3:12) 

SERMON APPLICATION GUIDE  
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Missional Application 
God calls us to lead people to a personal encounter with Jesus. 

Christ Connection 
Jesus turned Paul’s world upside down by appearing to him on the road to  
Damascus. He discovered that he had been opposing God and his plan.             

Jesus was the Messiah (the Christ) he had been waiting for.                       
Everything changed for him on that day.  



Acts 9:10-19 

5 Necessary Elements of Authentic Christian Conversion 

1. A personal encounter with Jesus 

2 Corinthians 4: 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his 
light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory 
displayed in the face of Christ. 

2. A humble surrender to God. 

3. A reevaluation of everything in light of Christ. 

4. Inclusion in a new family 

5. A redefined purpose in life 

Personal Reflection & Small Group Questions  
Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?  

2. Are you a really early adopter of new ideas or does it usually take you a while to 
try something new? 

3. Read Acts 9:1-19. Some scholars prefer to refer to this turn-around for Paul as his 
call, not his conversion. Why do you think they look at it this way?  

4. Read Matthew 7:15-23. How is it that we can self-deceived about the genuineness 
of our faith?

Family Discussion Questions  
1. What are some specific ways God has used our family to share the gospel? 
2. How has God surprised us or surpassed our family’s expectations? 
3. What’s the most surprising way someone in our family has been called to faith 

in Jesus?


