
4. Read Philemon 15-25. When Paul writes wha the does in verses 15-16, what are 
some other passages from Scripture that relate to this? 

5. Reflect on N.T. Wrights comments on Philemon 15-16. 

“Can God work through things which are themselves wicked or unhappy? Most 
certainly. The greatest act of rescuing love God ever did, and did moreover in 
person, was the death of Jesus on the cross. For his followers, this was the 
greatest tragedy of their lives. For his enemies, it was an act of folly, wickedness 
and shame. Somehow, throughout the New Testament, all this is put together so 
that the cross of Jesus becomes the point at which God, in sovereign love, takes 
up the pain and sin of the world and deals with it in himself. That, in fact, is 
precisely what Paul has in mind in this passage. He doesn’t mention the cross 
here; rather, he applies it. On the cross, Jesus hung with arms outstretched 
between heaven and earth, making a bridge upwards and downwards between 
God and the human race, and from side to side between all the warring 
factions of earth. And Paul has grasped the truth that so many have missed: his 
achievement of reconciliation is put into effect when his people follow the same 
pattern.” 

6. How can you, practically speaking, seek to avoid reading vile ideas you’ve picked 
up from the culture or your own mind into the Scripture when you read it and 
explain it? 

God’s Prisoners (Part 7) 
“Challenging Questions for Christians: The Bible on Slavery                                    

and Racist Christians” (Part 2) 
Philemon 

Why doesn’t the Bible prohibit slavery? (A review of sorts) 
• The Bible itself doesn’t ______________ that question, but I wish it did. 

• God doesn’t ____________ any answers to the authors and 
perpetrators of evil and hell in our world (that’s us, all humanity). 

• While God doesn’t prohibit slavery, God’s commands to his people 
totally __________________ the institution. 

How could Christians have ever been defenders of and participants 
in European and American slavery? 

“How could Christians hold, simultaneously, such right and wrong beliefs? …
How could our founders, James P. Boyce, John Broadus, Basil Manly Jr., and 
William Williams, serve as such defenders of biblical truth, the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and the confessional convictions of this Seminary, and at the same time 
own human beings as slaves—based on an ideology of race—and defend 
American slavery as an institution?” (Albert Mohler from his letter introducing 
the “Report on Slavery and Racism in the History of the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary”) 

Christians defended and participated in European and American slavery 
because they held to a particular kind of ___________ ideology.  

“They looked my onyx and bronze skinned forefathers in they face 
Their polytheistic, God-hating face 
Their shackled, diseased, imprisoned, face 
And taught a Gospel that said that God had multiple images in mind when 
He created us in it 
Therefore destined salvation contains a contentment 
In the stage for which they were given 
Which is to be owned by your forefather's superior, image bearing face 
Says your precious Puritans” (Propaganda, “Precious Puritans”) 



The puritans and other Christians that defended American slavery had a racist 
way of reading the __________________ story that has no backing 
whatsoever from the Bible. 

Would clear prohibitions against slavery in the Bible have helped? If Christians 
can support antisemitism (and they do) even though God chose the Jews to 
be his people, even though the apostle Paul wishes he could be condemned to 
hell himself if it could save his fellow Jews, even though the apostle Paul said 
God is not done with his people the Jews, and even though Jesus was a Jew, 
the capacity of humanity to condone and perpetrate evil, even using the Bible 
to support it, is staggering! 

What can we do to not repeat their mistakes? 

• Hold biblical convictions _________________. 

• Beware of placing people on ______________. 

• Know the ______________ of God—the story of creation, sin, 
redemption, and new creation. 

“You see my skin, and I see yours 
And they are beautiful, fearfully and wonderfully, divinely designed 
Uniqueness” (Propaganda, “Precious Puritans”) 

 

Personal Reflection & Small Group Questions 

Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you?  

2. Read Genesis 1:26-31. How does the creation of man and woman speak to our 
inherent dignity and worth? 

3. How does this passage speak to racist ideology? 
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Family Discussion Questions  
The questions are based on the kid’s passage from this week, 1 Thessalonians 4:13 - 
5:11. 
1. When does our family find it difficult to live for Christ? 
2. How has our family comforted others who have experienced loss?  
3. Think about our family’s current circumstances. How does the certainty and hope 

of Jesus’ return affect the way you view the present?


