
4. God calls the Israelites to repent. Why is repentance so important in the Christian 
life (not just as a means of coming to Christ)? 

5. Read Joel 2:12-13. In chapter 2, Joel speaks of a coming disaster—an army that will 
destroy like a swarm of locusts. But there’s still hope—the hope of repenting. Why is 
repentance so important in the ongoing life of a Christian? 

6. Reflect on a time when you were experiencing hard stuff (it might even be now) 
and how holding on tightly to God offered hope and strength? (If you have 
trouble holding to God when experiencing hard stuff, why is that?) 

7. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply? 
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“How might God use the pain, hardship, suffering, and even big disappoints in my life?” 

God won’t ____________ a disaster. 

Disasters are God’s ______________.  

God will use the hard stuff to _____________ from our attachment to things that are 
destructive and set us free to live fully for God. 

Don’t Waste the Hard Stuff 

1. Submit to a _________________.  
Joel 1:13-15; Psalm 139:23-34; 2 Corinthians 13:5 

Ask God to conduct a ____________________ of your heart. 

“The day of the Lord” -  

2. Turn _______ to God. 
Joel 2:12-13a 

To repent is to _______, not to stop. (Gospel Project) 

When you don’t just stop but turn, you are choosing something __________ than 
the action you were doing.  



Don’t get religious, get __________.  

3. H_____________ tightly to God.  
Joel 2:13b 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you? 

2. Watch the Joel Bible Project video at henry-williams.net (November 3 post called 
“God’s Crowbar”). Why is Joel a hopeful book? 

3. Read Joel 1:1-15. Joel describes the devastation left by the locusts and calls God’s 
people gather and cry out to God. He’s calling them not to waste the calamity by 
examining themselves. How do the following verses help us do a more accurate 
self-examination is accurate? 

Hebrews 4:12 

John 14:26 

Proverbs 27:17

BIG PICTURE QUESTION 
What is God like?

Family Discussion Questions:  
1. What is repentance? 

2. Why is repentance important? 

3. When it comes to repentance, why is it important for our family to realize both 
attitude and action go together? 

CHRIST CONNECTION 
Joel warned God’s people about the Day of the Lord—a day in which God would 
judge his enemies, vindicate his people, and restore the world. The only way for us 

to escape God’s wrath on that day is to be found in Christ, who was             
judged in our place and in whose vindication we share. 

http://henry-williams.net

