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Day 1 
July 29  

 

 

Pray | For someone you know to find hope in Jesus 

 

Hope looks forward to the resurrection. 

Living for Christ can be costly today. It can be difficult and even 

painful. We might look at our culture and see unbelievers prospering 

and wonder if living for Christ is worth it. We don’t want to abandon 

Christ, but we wonder if we really need to be extreme in how we live.  

But when we look to the end of the story—that all believers, living and 

dead, will be resurrected—we find motivation for living today. 

Christian hope provides the courage we need to live out our faith and 

empowers us to endure and persevere. 

 

Read | 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

 

Just as the Thessalonians, many people including believers today, have 

many questions, concerns, and misunderstandings about what happens 

to dead believers. Paul give us resurrection hope for the dead in Christ.   

In what ways have you comforted others during loss, or have been 

comforted yourself? How does Paul’s message today change your 

perspective of death?  

How does hope in the resurrection address the difficulties you struggle 

with in living for Christ?  

Today’s verses focus on the end of the Story of God—when Jesus 

returns and brings all believers home. Spend some time in prayer and 

reflection and ask God to motivate you to demonstrate this hope today. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+4%3A13-14&version=NIV
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Day 2 
July 30 

 

 

Pray | For those who are struggling and don’t have hope through 

Jesus 

 

Hope looks forward to Christ’s return. 

 

While Christians hold different interpretations about how the last days 

will play out, we all hold to the truth that one day Jesus will return in 

glory, bring an end to all that is opposed to him, and reward his own. 

This will be a day of great victory for believers; a time of celebration.  

When Jesus returns, we will be raised with him not just in that 

moment, but forever. We experience God’s ongoing presence in our 

lives now; but on that day, we will experience him in a fuller, more 

beautiful way.  

 

 
 

Read |1 Thessalonians 4:15-18 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Verse 17 says, "And so we will be with the Lord forever." God wants 

you to look forward to that. How does this hope change how you think 

about death and how you think about the present as well? Has knowing 

this ever helped you cope in a time of need or tragedy? 

God is with you. He is with you right now in Sprit and will be with 

you physically upon his return. Take some time to celebrate the hope 

you have in God. If you don’t yet know God, spend some time in 

prayer asking God to enter your heart, and commit to living your life 

with and for him. 

What thoughts and emotions are sparked by Paul’s message that both 

the dead and those currently living in Christ will be with Jesus when 

he returns? How does your outlook on life change knowing this fact? 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+4%3A15-18&version=NIV
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Day 3 
July 31 

 

 

Pray | For confidence in sharing Jesus’ story with someone today 

 

 

Hope shares the story of Jesus with others. 

 

It is never easy when someone passes away. So many different 

emotions and questions can run through our minds. It is comforting 

when we know where someone stands in their faith, but when there is 

uncertainty, it becomes a whole different story. As Christians, we are 

called to tell others of Jesus, share the good news, and help others find 

hope in Jesus. 

 

 

Read | 1 Thessalonians 4:17-18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Verse 18 ends with the command to “encourage one another with these 

words.” How will you use these truths to encourage someone this 

week? 

Are you surrounded by people that are encouraging you and helping 

you grow and mature spiritually? If you need more support and are not 

in a small group, consider joining one. Spend a minute in prayer 

asking for continued spiritual growth within your relationships. 

The return of Jesus will be good news for those who believe in Jesus 

but scary news for unbelievers. How does Jesus’ return impact your 

understanding and practice of evangelism? If you are not a believer, 

take a minute and invite God into your heart, committing your life to 

growing in faith and finding hope through him. 

 

 

 

 

Day 4 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+4%3A17-18&version=NIV
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August 1 

 

 

Pray | Ask for clarity in how you can use God’s resources for his 

glory  

 

Hope looks forward to final judgement. 

While our hope looks forward to Jesus’ return, it also serves as 

motivation to live faithfully today. We don’t want to be caught off 

guard when Christ returns and be discovered living foolishly. At the 

same time, we don’t want to fall asleep and fail to fulfill the mission 

he has given us—to share the gospel with the unbelieving world while 

there is still time for them to repent and experience God’s grace and 

mercy. Not knowing when Jesus will return doesn’t mean we cannot 

be ready; it should motivate us to live in a constant state of readiness.  

 

 

Read | 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Just as we would not expect a thief to tell when he planned to rob a 

home, neither should we expect to know when Jesus will return. His 

return will be sudden. Reflect on your daily life and routine; are you 

fully living for Jesus? What changes do you need to make so that you 

are ready for Jesus’ return tomorrow?   

Paul tells us we are “children of the light”. How do your decisions and 

daily actions differ from someone who is not in the “light”? Ask God 

to reveal to you anything in your life that does not reflect his light and 

give you the strength to change it. 

 

What are some ways we can better steward the resources God has 

given us, such as time and possessions, in light of Christ’s return?  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+5%3A1-11&version=NIV
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Day 5 
August 2 

 

Pray | Ask for eternal clarity in the work God has for you today  

 

Christian hope gives us a lens of faith through which we can better 

view and understand the world around us—a world plagued by sin, 

death, and pain. With this lens, we look forward, beyond what we 

experience today, to a world unbelievers cannot see—a world 

transformed by Jesus upon his return where he reigns in glory and he 

has made everything new. Seeing this in our future is what provides us 

with the encouragement we need to be eagerly working for the Lord. 

Christ is returning for us whether we are dead or alive on that day—he 

is judging the world as we know it. This is the hope we need.  

 

 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 15:58; Romans 8:24-25 

  

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Paul tells us that because of Jesus’ resurrection, nothing we do is in 

vain. Sometimes we get frustrated and hesitate to do good and spread 

God’s word because we don’t see immediate results. How can you 

maintain a heavenly perspective knowing that your work will have 

eternal results? 

How should the knowledge of Jesus’ return deepen our love for him 

and others? 

We are saved the minute we commit our lives and put our hope in 

Jesus. Are you a follower of Jesus? Spend some time in prayer 

committing your heart and opening your life to living and working for 

Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, New International 

Version® (NIV®). Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. ® Used by permission. All rights 

reserved worldwide.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A58%3B+Romans+8%3A24-25&version=NIV

