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April 22 

 

 

Pray | Pray for deeper understanding of the Gospel 

 

The gospel of Jesus is not just what begins new life and a 

relationship with Christ; it also frames daily life in Christ.  The church 

in Corinth was not living according to the gospel.  They were 

experiencing divisions in the church, sexual immorality, boasting, 

greed, and idolatry.  They were building their lives, hope, and status on 

things other than the gospel.  Paul gave them a gentle rebuke, 

reminding them of the gospel.  As all of us grow in the faith, we see 

more and more our need for the gospel.  Returning to the gospel and 

applying it to our daily lives is how we grow in our faith.  We grow in 

Christ not by going beyond the gospel but by going deeper into the 

gospel.   

 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 15:1-5 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

v1.  “I want to remind you”.  This might sound odd to say about the 

gospel, especially since Paul was writing to a group of believers.  But 

they, like us, needed a reminder that the gospel is central for all of life.  

How are you living out the Gospel in your day to day life? 

 

v1.  “You received”.  The gospel is the good news that through 

Jesus—through his perfect life, sacrificial death, and victorious 

resurrection—we have right-standing before God and we have eternal 

life.  What a gift!  Spend some time in prayer asking God to help you 

fully receive his gift of salvation. 

 

v2.  “By this gospel, you are saved”.  The gospel proclaims the coming 

of a new kingdom, a new world, eternal life.  How does this promise 

of future salvation provide you with hope through your daily 

struggles? 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A1-5&version=NIV
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Day 2 
April 23 

 

 

Pray | For your loved ones who do not know Jesus. 

 

We should never underestimate how much we need to hear the gospel.  

So often, we want to take matters into our own hands and work at 

transforming ourselves in other ways apart from the gospel.  Or, we 

get impatient at the pace of God’s growth in our lives.  We need to be 

reminded constantly of the truth the Gospel holds.  Paul reminds us 

that the gospel is of first importance and contains the fundamentals of 

our faith that we need to be dwelling on daily. 

 

 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Jesus died for our sins, according to the Scriptures (v. 3).  Sin is a 

problem.  The world wants to redefine what is right and wrong and 

change the standard.  But God’s way of dealing with sin is redemption.  

Jesus died in our place—paying the penalty for sin we owed—to 

redeem us from sin.  Spend some time in prayer repenting your sins. 

 

“…that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures” 

(v. 4).  Jesus has been raised and is still raised.  Jesus still lives!  What 

can you do today to live out the command Jesus gave in Mark 12:30 to 

love your neighbor as yourself? 

 

Verses 5-8 show us that Jesus’ death and resurrection was a public 

declaration of good news to the whole world.  Anyone who believes in 

him can be saved.  Who will you share the story of Jesus with today? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A1-11&version=NIV
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Day 3 
April 24 

 

 

Pray | For confidence in sharing your faith. 

 

The entirety of the Christian message hinges on the truth that Jesus 

was raised from the dead.  If Jesus did not rise, we are still left in our 

sin.  If Jesus did not rise, death still has the last word.  In this sense, 

our lives don’t validate the gospel but the gospel validates and 

transforms our lives.  All aspects of the gospel, such as Christ’s sinless 

life and sacrificial death, are vital.  But it is this part—the 

resurrection—that gives us our greatest confidence and hope in the 

entirety of the gospel. In today’s passage, Paul focused on the 

resurrection because the resurrection is the means of a transformed 

life.  

 

 

 

Read |1 Corinthians 15:12-19 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Using statements of cause and effect, Paul addresses the false teaching 

that there is no resurrection from the dead.  Why do you think some 

people have a problem with the concept of Jesus’ physical 

resurrection?  Do you have confidence that your faith is grounded in 

verifiable facts?  

 

In verse 19, Paul mentions that we should be pitied more than anyone 

else if we have placed our hope in a Jesus who did not rise from the 

dead.  What would be some implications of a Christ who died and 

stayed dead?  Thankfully, Christians know the truth and should not be 

pitied.  Spend some time in prayer, giving thanks for the truth the 

gospel brings.  The truth is that through Jesus Christ, we will spend 

eternity in God’s kingdom because Jesus suffered and died for our 

sins, and rose again. 

 

Paul emphasizes the importance of Jesus’ resurrection.  What “Easter” 

traditions did you grow up with?  What are your current 

practices?  Reflect back on this Easter season.  Did your worship, 

praise, prayer time, and daily walk with Jesus reflect the importance of 

Jesus’ resurrection? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A12-19&version=NIV
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Day 4 

April 25 

 

 

Pray | To feel God’s strength to share the gospel today.  

 

The framework of creation, fall, redemption, and restoration is the 

comprehensive gospel story that runs throughout the pages of the 

Bible.  From cover to cover, this framework plays a significant role in 

how we understand God’s active work in all of creation.  It is this last 

part of the framework—the restoration—that Paul focused on next in 

today’s reading.  

   

Restoration is Christ’s future act when he will restore all things to 

God’s intended design.  Restoration speaks of the renewal when 

everything God created as good in Genesis 1–2 will once again 

measure up to that standard.  All of God’s work is moving toward this 

end.  One day, all things fallen will come to an end, yet it won’t really 

be an end but a new beginning; a new beginning where Christ is all in 

all.  

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

“First fruits” is a double reference indicating that Jesus was the first to 

be resurrected of many who will be resurrected in the future.  How 

should the future resurrection frame how we think, feel, and act in our 

daily life? 

 
When we are restored in Christ, everything will once again be as it was 

and as it should be, and sin and death will be no more.  This is a 

powerful truth—our great hope—and the culmination of all things for 

which we long.  How does your hope of future resurrection and 

restoration of all things through Christ impact your evangelistic efforts 

today? 

 

Are you a follower of Jesus?  Spend some time in prayer committing 

your heart and opening your life to living and working for Jesus. 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A20-28&version=NIV
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Day 5 
April 26 

 

Pray | For deeper understanding of your identity in Christ. 

 

Celebrating the resurrection of Jesus is one of the highlights of the 

Christian faith and provides us the opportunity to reflect deeply on its 

meaning.  As we have seen from Paul’s writing to the Corinthian 

church, the empty tomb has past, present, and future implications for 

us.  The resurrection draws us back to remember who Christ is and 

what he has accomplished for us to the glory of God.  The resurrection 

frames how we are to live today in light of our identity in him.  But the 

resurrection also moves our attention forward—to the day when Christ 

returns, we experience our own resurrection, and all things are made 

new.  

 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, 20-28 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Have you ever watched the celebration that takes place on New Year’s 

Eve when the ball drops in Times Square at midnight?  How does this 

compare with our celebration of the most significant event in history, 

the resurrection of Christ?  Why don’t we get this excited on Easter?  

What needs to change in your heart to increase your excitement about 

the resurrection? 

 

How are you helping others learn about Jesus, understand the gospel, 

and grow in their faith?  How would you explain Easter to someone 

who asks you, “Who’s this Jesus guy anyway?” 

 

What is something you have done recently only because of the reality 

and hope of the resurrection?  Are you eagerly sharing the gospel with 

friends, co-workers, and loved ones who do not know Jesus?  
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