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Day 1 
August 5 

 

Pray | Ask God to help you recognize any false teachings  
 

FALSE TEACHERS 

 

Jude gives the church warning in this book about what we call “false 

teachers.” We usually think we would recognize one of these folks right 

away, but these were people who had snuck in unnoticed. They had slowly 

begun to spread lies and divisiveness amongst the Christians. The Bible has 

many Scriptures that warn us about the reality and prevalence of these false 

teachers, letting us know we will encounter them. It’s important we 

understand we are not immune to Satan’s schemes and lies. These teachers 

will face harsh consequences! 

 

The Bible tells us to test everything we hear, even our own pastors’ 

messages, against the Scripture to be sure we aren’t led astray by any 

intentional or unintentional misinterpretations, misunderstandings, or 

mishandling of Scripture. 

 

 

 

Read | 1 Thessalonians 5:21; Jude 4-7, 12-16 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

When have you come across a “false teacher”? What tools helped you to 

handle the situation? 

 

Jude tells us not to be surprised when we encounter a false teacher -- 

someone with ill intentions. He says we should expect to come across them. 

How and when do you tend to let your guard down and relax? How can you 

be both receptive to the Spirit and be on guard to protect yourself from any 

false teaching? 

 

How would you help support someone close to you who was listening to a 

false teacher or destructive advice? How could you prepare for this type of 

situation? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+5%3A21%3B+Jude+4-7%2C+12-16&version=NIV
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Day 2 
August 6 

 

 

Pray |Ask God for opportunities to support others in his way. 
 

TAKING CARE OF EACH OTHER 

 

Jude reminds us of the prevalence of false teachers, and he implores us to 

fight for those who may be led astray. We are, in Jude’s words, to “snatch 

others from the fire.” God knows that we are all led astray at times and that 

we need our community of believers to hold us accountable and keep us from 

continuing to stumble. He wants us to be one with each other in the same 

way that he is one with the Father. This is a closeness that transcends 

demographic, racial, societal, economic, or any other connections. It is a 

connection with a solid, immovable foundation that we as a church need to 

cement our feet to. 

 

 

Read | Ecclesiastes 4:10; John 17:22-23; Hebrews 10:25;  

Jude 22-23 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 
 

Who around you might God need you to “snatch from the fire”? Pray about 

how he wants to partner with you in this. 

 

What kind of community of believers do you have around you that can 

snatch you from the fire, as Jude says? Who has permission to speak into 

your life to call you out when they see you being led astray? 

 

How does being in community with other believers help keep us all on God’s 

path for us? 

 

Our relationship with God must be based on our time spent with him outside 

of church services. It is also important to continue to gather with other 

believers. Where do you need to readjust your priorities to make gathering 

with other believers more of a priority? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+4%3A10%3B+John+17%3A22-23%3B+Hebrews+10%3A25%3B++Jude+22-23&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+4%3A10%3B+John+17%3A22-23%3B+Hebrews+10%3A25%3B++Jude+22-23&version=NIV
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Day 3 
August 7 

 

 

Pray | Ask God for opportunities to shine. 
 

THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE 

 

Have you ever seen a good movie or read a good book in which one person’s 

knowledge saves the lives of a whole group of people? Maybe their 

knowledge of secret passages or abandoned tunnels or a wilderness is the 

key? Jude is reminding us to fight for and share the “secret” that Jesus has 

entrusted to us.  

 

Just think if missionaries never went on mission. Think if every time 

someone spoke up and challenged the gospel, no one responded. Consider if 

we never challenged someone else’s challenge of who God is? What would 

happen to the gospel of Jesus? 

 

 

 

Read | Matthew 5:13-16; Jude 3 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following: 

 

We may tend to ignore others who speak against God or the Bible or our 

beliefs to avoid confrontation. How can you prepare yourself to start small in 

defending what’s precious to you -- the gospel of Jesus -- in these situations? 

 

Matthew talks about the light we have inside us and the importance of letting 

it shine to bless others. How can you shine your light to bring brightness to 

those around who are at risk of an eternity without God? 

 

If you haven’t yet fully accepted this gospel, we have many people at Five 

Oaks who would love to sit down with you and answer your questions. 

Please visit our website or call the office to get in touch with us! Or, if you 

have someone else in your life or another church you are connected with, 

please reach out to them to walk with you in taking steps toward Jesus. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A13-16%3B+Jude+3&version=NIV
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Day 4 

August 8 

 
 

Pray | That you would grow in knowledge of God’s Word. 

 

WE CANNOT DEFEND WHAT WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND. 

 

We saw in Day 1 that we are to test everything according to the Scriptures. 

God gave us resources and intuition and the ability to reason with each other, 

discuss the Scriptures, and grow closer to God and each other in the process. 

(Not to mention keeping ourselves from being led astray.) But it’s very hard 

to test everything according to a standard if we are not familiar with that 

standard. It’s very hard to defend something we don’t know much about.  

 

God doesn’t require that we wait until we have an A+ understanding of the 

entire Bible before we defend it, so keep on spreading the good news! But it 

just makes sense that to fight for the gospel of Jesus, we need to understand it 

and him. We need to continue to grow in our knowledge and understanding 

the Bible and of Jesus. 

 

 

Read | Jude 20-25 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

How well do you feel you know the Bible and its stories? How has your 

knowledge of it, or lack thereof affected conversations about it? 

 

What are some ways you can and do grow in your knowledge of the Bible 

and of who God is? What is one thing you can do this week to grow in one of 

those areas? 

 

If you feel ill-equipped to fight for the gospel, to answer your friends’ 

questions about God, or find your way through the Bible, we have a powerful 

resource for you. Please consider joining our six-week guided journey 

through the Bible at Five Oaks. Click here for more info:  

http://www.fiveoaks.church/story-of-god 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jude+20-25&version=NIV
http://www.fiveoaks.church/story-of-god
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Day 5 
August 9 

 
 

Pray | Thank God for passionately fighting for YOU. 

 

TO HIM WHO KEEPS YOU 

 

Jude is reminding us of our very serious mission, warning against sneaky 

saboteurs with poor intentions, and telling us of the consequences of leading 

others astray. It’s pretty heavy stuff! But he ends the letter with the focus on 

God’s mission, his pure intentions and his desire to fight for us and our 

salvation so that we don’t suffer the consequences of sin.  

 

In the book of Matthew, Jesus warned people to beware of teachers who did 

not practice what they preached. He called out the church leaders who gave 

people heavy spiritual loads without helping them to carry those loads. God 

gives us a great and serious mandate, entrusting us with fighting for the 

gospel and its survival, but he never makes us carry the load alone. He is 

able, and maybe more importantly, he is passionate about fighting with and 

for us to keep spreading the gospel so more and more of us can live eternally 

with him.  

 

 

Read | | Matthew 11:28-30; 2 Corinthians 4:14-15; Jude 24-25 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following: 

 

Have you sometimes felt overwhelmed by what it means to follow Jesus and 

live a life that is countercultural? We all have. The element that may be 

missing is remembering today’s Scriptures and our great helper. Spend time 

today meditating on these Scriptures and what they mean to you in your fight 

to walk in the Spirit, not in the flesh. 

 

How and when do you let God help you carry your load? What load are you 

reluctant to give to him? Consider that God is much more able to carry your 

burdens for you. How can you joyfully take advantage of his help and let him 

carry your burdens? 

 

How could you incorporate more of this warrior God who is fighting for your 

salvation into your day-to-day life? How could this change how you view 

your walk with God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, New International 

Version® (NIV®). Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. ® Used by permission. All rights 

reserved worldwide.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+11%3A28-30%3B+2+Corinthians+4%3A14-15%3B+Jude+24-25&version=NIV

