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Day 1 
June 25 

 

Pray | Ask the Holy Spirit to soften hearts so God’s word takes root. 
 

THE RIGHT TOOLS DO NOT A MASTER CRAFTSMAN MAKE! 

 

In the Bible, the parable of the sower shows different types of soil (hearts) in 

which the seeds of faith are sown, and describes the results of each.  Two 

audiences, Jesus “followers” and a smaller group of actual “disciples,” hear 

his words.  It should push us to get out and share the Gospel, but it also 

reminds us that not everyone who hears will immediately or permanently 

repent and follow Jesus.  997,000 people follow Baleigh Industrial, a metal 

and wood working machine manufacturer, on Instagram, but an unknown 

number own their tools and still fewer use them well considering the 

company follows only 1,734 people.  It’s incredible what people make using 

their products, so the curious follow to see what is possible, even if they will 

never be that skilled themselves.  As a parallel people’s response to Jesus’ 

Kingdom message, we need to offer to everyone the tools to accept his 

saving grace, regardless of whether we think they will or not. 

 

 

Read | Mark 4: 1-4, 14-15, Matthew 19: 25-26 

 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 
The gospel was preached to all who gathered, yet some would choose to 

believe to varying degrees and others not at all.  Considering that Jesus was 

the messenger, the varied responses fall directly on the hearers themselves.  

How do Jesus’ results encourage you to keep sharing the good news?  

 

Some of the most incredible testimonies for Christ come from those we 

might assume (and they might admit to) having possessed a hardened heart.  

What does this tell us about with whom and how we should continue to share 

the gospel?  

 

Mark reflects the reality of sharing the gospel message … some people have 

simply hardened their hearts against accepting God’s salvation.  Matthew 

presents a picture of hope, even for those with hardened hearts.  How do you 

apply this hope in your life today? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+4%3A+1-4%2C+14-15%3B+Matthew+19%3A+25-26&version=NIV


DailyLife   Jesus the Storyteller 

June 25-29, 2018   Mark 4:1-9, 14-20 

 

 
2 

www.fiveoaks.church 

 

Day 2 
June 26 

 

 

Pray | Ask God to protect you from shallow-heartedness. 

 

LIVE YOUR FAITH LIKE THOMAS EDISON INVENTED. 

 

In many ways, Thomas Edison’s thoughts about inventing provide an 

antidote for the rocky soil (shallow hearts) Jesus advises his followers about.  

"Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. The most certain way to succeed is 

always to try just one more time," Edison said. He also said, "I start where 

the last man left off." Quitting is the easy way out.  Sadly, it’s the way some 

people deal with many things, including their faith, far too often.  Another 

thing to note is that this discouragement is often contagious.  If Edison had 

taken this road, we’d have many fewer inventions and innovations related to 

things we use everyday.  Edison’s sense of extreme determination, when 

applied biblically, looks like discipleship, and this is the antidote to those 

who would quit their faith too soon.  https://www.inc.com/kevin-daum/37-

quotes-from-thomas-edison-that-will-bring-out-your-best.html accessed 

06.10.2018 

 

 

Read | Mark 4: 5-6, 16-17 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

A victory!  Success, or a victory for God, feels sweet as people are coming to 

faith.  However, when their faith is tested, at times new and joyful believers 

fall away.  In what ways may intentional discipleship of new believers help 

prevent such attrition? 

 

Jesus does not speak about the delivery method of the message we as 

believers should use here.  How might the ways we share Jesus encourage 

shallow- heartedness of believers?  Think back to before you were a believer 

and some of the claims you’d heard about Jesus, Christianity, and what 

would have been effective on your heart. 

 

New to faith?  Seek someone with deeper faith to mentor you.  Older to 

faith?  Seek someone in the “joy” phase of faith to rekindle joy.  Unsure if 

you have a faith?  Prayerfully consider whom God may be pushing you 

toward to grow in your faith together. 

  

https://www.inc.com/kevin-daum/37-quotes-from-thomas-edison-that-will-bring-out-your-best.html%20accessed%2006.10.2018
https://www.inc.com/kevin-daum/37-quotes-from-thomas-edison-that-will-bring-out-your-best.html%20accessed%2006.10.2018
https://www.inc.com/kevin-daum/37-quotes-from-thomas-edison-that-will-bring-out-your-best.html%20accessed%2006.10.2018
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+4%3A+5-6%2C+16-17&version=NIV
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Day 3 
June 27 

 

 

Pray | Ask God that those with distracted hearts do not mislead you. 

 

THE PROBLEM WITH GOOD SOIL IS THAT IS JUST THAT: GOOD. 

 

Whether you choose to blame it on Adam or not, your life will be full of 

weeds.  That’s just the way it is.  If you garden, you may even have an 

expanded definition of a weed as anything currently growing where you 

don’t want it to, whether an expensive “invasive” flower or a lifetime’s 

supply of “volunteer” tomatoes.  So then just where do weeds grow best?  

Why, in our lawns and gardens, of course!  Jesus uses thorns to illustrate his 

point that life is, well, basically filled with the cares of life.  The problem 

with thorny soil and thorny lives alike is that in both, faith can thrive, but will 

only do so if they don’t have too much competition from less desirable 

things.  Having faith, yet forgetting your faith in daily living, is not only 

possible, but also encouraged in today’s world.  Don’t be distracted and let 

your faith get choked out by thorns. 

 

Read | Mark 4:7, 18-19, Matthew 25: 31-46 

 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

A few weeks back, Student Pastor Justin Talk challenged us with his friend’s 

question about what made them different because they were both acting the 

same in the friend’s eyes.  What would others think of the life you are living 

today? What sets your believing self apart from your previous, non-believing 

self?  If you stood before God’s throne of judgement would you be a sheep or 

a goat?  

 

The hard and rocky soils have little useful potential.  The thorny soil, as 

evidenced by thriving thorns, has everything needed to support growth.  

Think sheep and goats for a moment. Their opportunities were the same, yet 

reactions differed.  What parallels can you see between those with distracted 

hearts and the goats? 

 

As long as the wi-fi is working, the whole world is connected.  Yet this same, 

incredibly distracting tool, robs us of the ability to help each other.  How can 

we help each other weed our spiritual gardens of distractions? Be specific? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+4%3A7%2C+18-19%3B+Matthew+25%3A+31-46&version=NIV
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Day 4 

June 28 

 
 

Pray | Ask God to make your heart a fruitful heart for his work. 

 

BELIEF IN JESUS IS LIKE SWIMMING UPRIVER. 

 

If you have ever seen a video of salmon going upstream to spawn, you know 

it’s an incredible sight.  They fight currents the whole way, having to pass 

through bears at an all-you-can-eat buffet where they are the main course.  

Should they stop and rest even for a moment, any progress is instantly lost.  

Since wild salmon exist in the world still there are some who make the 

journey successfully and reproduce.  Consider that being good soil is very 

much the same as a salmon’s run in that a whole lot of work is required, and 

the results are not always readily seen. Think of Thomas Edison, who was 

the first to admit that he tried many things that didn’t work, but he kept trying 

until he found what did work.  We need this same dedication when we share 

Jesus Christ with others.  Just like Edison, we should continue to share our 

faith even when we fail or do not see immediate results.  Jesus emphasizes 

that we should try regardless of the outcome, and when his message takes 

root, it will increase exponentially! 

 

Read | Mark 4: 8-9, 20

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

Compared to the illustration of crop returns, the amount of increase is beyond 

incredible and varies by believer.  Our tendency may be to compare results of 

our witnessing.  Read Luke 15:10. What does God care about, and what 

should we focus on as we share the good news? 

 

Jesus teaches us to sow seed unsparingly.  He does not ask us to try to guess 

in whom the best results will be found.  When you share Jesus, are you 

listening to the Holy Spirit’s prompting, or are you reluctant to share because 

you think your presentation or past results are not good enough? 

 

In Luke 10:2, Jesus says that God is the Lord of the harvest and is looking for 

workers to bring in his harvest.  Who is it that caused the increase, and what 

part is he calling you to play in bringing his plan of salvation to the world? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+4%3A+8-9%2C+20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+4%3A+8-9%2C+20&version=NIV
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Day 5 
June 29 

 
 

Pray | That you will continue to share Jesus, no matter the results. 

 

GOD WANTS OUR EFFORTS, NOT OUR RESULTS. 

 

Farming is a like playing the lottery.  Every spring the farmer takes 

everything he has and invests it into seed, fertilizer, weed killer, equipment, 

and irrigation if he can afford it.  In faith, he plants his crop and prays the 

rain will come, the sun will shine, and the temperature will be just right, so 

growing season will start early and run late.  He may pray that God is 

watching over him and that pests will not feast on his crops this season.  

Every farmer is at the mercy of a great many things far beyond his control.  

Too many bad years in a row may do a farm in, but generally farmers are 

optimists who see each season as another chance at a bountiful harvest.  We 

need to take the farmer’s sense of optimism with us whenever we share 

Christ with others.  All we can do is sow the seeds.  God will do the rest.   

 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 3: 5 -9 / Mark 4: 1-20 / Luke 10: 1-20 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

Many sermons offer advice on figuring out what type of soil in the parable 

you are.  Consider instead that it is not an application so much as a 

description about how people will respond to your witnessing.  Why is 

important to remember that God wants our efforts, and not our results? 

 

God wants all the world to be saved, yet not all will be saved. That’s just how 

it is.  Jesus is not giving us an out or a reason to not to try.  Instead, we are to 

go in his power and share the good news.  Where are your areas of influence 

and how are you bringing Jesus with you? 

 

Three things to remember.  First, Jesus wants us to share his love with 

everyone. Second, many who hear will still choose to reject Jesus’ offer of 

salvation.  Third, God will produce a miraculous harvest in those who do 

choose to believe.  Spend time praying and reflecting on your what you’ve 

learned this week.  What action is God calling you to take?  
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+3%3A+5-9%3B+Mark+4%3A+1-20%3B+Luke+10%3A+1-20&version=NIV

