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Day 1 
March 18 

 
 

Pray | Ask God to make you mindful of how your life reflects Christ. 
 

So, what exactly does the T-shirt, jacket, or ball cap you may be wearing today say? 
 
Graphic T-shirts, logo-wear, teamwear, and company apparel, as well as social 
media, are everywhere so you truly need to be careful where you go, what you are 
doing, saying, and what you are wearing. Imagine a frazzled parent wearing a “staff” 
T-shirt for the Patiently Loving Kids daycare center in a store yelling at their own 
child to be quiet or they are going to get it.  Or someone wearing a prominent bank 
logo on their shirt, sporting a matching employee ID badge, who bad-mouths the 
inept customers they had to deal with all day long during your elevator ride 
together. Hopefully, you are living life the best you can and not doing anything so 
obviously disrespectful to whomever you are advertising for with your apparel.  
 
 

Read | 2 Timothy 3: 14-17; Luke 11: 43, 52 

 

 
 
 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 
 

In what ways does knowing the scriptures (the Bible), their source and purpose, 
help equip you for “every good work”?   
 
Throughout Jesus’ ministry he goes after the Pharisees calling them out for 
appearances that were dissimilar to the reality of their deeds. They were so busy 
appearing righteous they were not actually being righteous at all. Jesus accuses 
them of doing something else by their actions. What was it and why is it so 
important that we as Christians not do the same thing?   
 
In preparation for this week’s studies think about actions that you, other Christian 
believers, or even church organizations may have done that although well 
intentioned ended up leading people away from following Jesus by distorting who 
Jesus is.    
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Day 2 
March 19 

 
 

Pray | Thank God for sending Jesus, a perfect example of right living. 
 
So regularly and far do some things miss the mark that we’ve created an  
I love all-encompassing phrase; “EPIC FAIL”.   
 
Whether the picture in you mind is from a shop class or a home economics class-or 
whatever those classes may be called these days-you will exactly understand this 
illustration because you lived it. The teacher explains what the project assignment 
will be and then shows off a perfect example of what your finished product should 
look like. Regardless of how well you paid attention or even if you tried your best, 
your best when compared to the teacher’s example…well in most cases it was an 
epic failure. Peter gives us perfect examples of how we are to live in the parts of 
scripture he wrote. Yet the details of Peter’s own actions as recorded elsewhere in 
the Bible were more of a what-not-to-do manual. Jesus’ words in Matthew warn us 
about looking good for others rather than den looking good in God’s eyes. Jesus 
was, is, and forever will be the only one who gets it right one-hundred percent of the 
time. He alone is the perfect example! 
 
 

Read | 1 Peter 3:15-16; Matthew 6: 1-18 

 

 
 
 
 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 
 
Peter lays out the task, how we should do it, and even the why we should do it. What 
are some tangible daily ways you can work towards ALWAYS giving an answer for 
the hope that you have?   
 
Flip 1 Peter 3:16 on its head for a moment. Can we engage in bad behavior for 
Christ, and does this behavior then make their slander more truthful than our 
actions?    
 
The list in Matthew 6 is certainly not exhaustive but illustrative regardless.  As you 
go throughout your day are you purposefully thinking about how your intentions, 
appearance, words, and actions affect others or reflect Jesus’ perfect example of 
Christ-like living?  What things might look and be different if you consistently and 
conscientiously were?    
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Day 3 
March 20 

 
 

Pray | May my words, deeds, and the company I keep please you Lord. 
 
Christianity is a team sport.  
 
There is a spiritual paradox at play when you become a believer in Jesus Christ. The 
Bible is very clear that you are not saved by your works, or because of a good family 
religious pedigree, or even keeping all of God’s commands-if such a task were even 
possible for a mere human. It is only your personal profession of belief in, and 
growing relationship with, Jesus that makes you right with God.  We have the Bible 
to help us on our faith journey. Yet we spend the majority of our time amongst 
people who do not share our faith or have God’s desires driving their lives and 
actions. This is why the Bible is clear that our personal faith relationship needs to be 
discipled and nurtured by spending time in fellowship with God in the presence of 
other believers. The book of Acts provides multiple good and bad ways this is 
played out.  
 

 

Read | Galatians 2:11-14 

 

 
 
 
 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 
 
Seeing our own natural people-pleasing tendencies rather than choosing to actively 
please God often requires outside illumination. How does the way you prepare and 
dress for being in public as compared to staying at home all day illustrate our 
tendencies to please others? 
 
Many Christian recording artists have songs about believers blending into the 
surroundings they find themselves in. Likely this is because it is a problem all 
Christians face. What reasons can you find for why there are places and people 
whom you find yourself adjusting your words and actions when they are around?   
 
Peter’s change in preferred dinner table companions was intentional while 
simultaneously having unintended consequences. The effects his example set and 
put into motion are what Paul called him to task on. Hypocrisy can negate all of the 
good we’ve done in Jesus name in an instant. Are there any areas where you may be 
saying and doing things that are in Biblical disagreement?    
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Day 4 
March 21 

 
 

Pray | Ask God that you live for him free from self-imposed extras. 
 
Faith and nothing.  
 
The Bible is clear that it is faith and not works that are required for salvation.  Yet 
from the ancient Pharisees to someone in your family, your church, or gasp… 
possibly even you yourself, there is a tendency to think that God did not really mean 
it was so simple. One human failure was, is, and will be our deeply rooted habit of 
making it about faith and something else when it really and truly is only faith and 
nothing else that is required of us.  
 
 

Read | Galatians 2: 15-18; 1Peter 1:5 

 

 
 

 

 Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 
 
Peter himself compares our adversary the devil to a lion. Lions hunt by looking for 
the separated, the weak, or the unwary and then they strike. The devil knows 
believers see big obvious lies, so he subtly pushes us away from God’s truth by 
degrees often using each other. Are you a Christian firmly entrenched in the 
protection of the flock or are you on the outer edge open to the devil’s subtle wiles?  
 
How do you interact with Christians especially those from other faith backgrounds 
or traditions? Focus your interactions with your fellow believers on reinforcing 
God’s truth and pushing each other to be living the life God has called us to rather 
than causing distractions on all the nothings we add.   
 
Peter and those who followed his hypocritical example had not somehow become 
unbelievers by their actions, but the rift they created could distract people from 
God’s truth or even prevent them coming to faith in the first place. Think about how 
you would answer someone who says I cannot believe in God because all Christians 
are hypocrites?   
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Day 5 
March 22 

 
 

Pray | Thank God that he does what we cannot. 
 
More of Christ, less of ourselves.  
 
It is universally accepted that in almost anything it is impossible to get better at that 
thing without starting, then practicing, putting in time and effort, and continuing to 
do so. There is no more satisfying feeling as a leader than seeing a team of people 
putting themselves second and their teammates first.  Being a better Christian 
begins and ends with the same formula. First you need to become a Christian. Then 
you make progress in your faith by being more like the example of living that Christ 
shows us. Finally, you need to continue to do things the way he did rather than the 
way you did them before you knew Christ.  It is not an easy task, but the more we 
choose more of Christ and less of ourselves the easier it becomes to do so the next 
time. 
 
 

Read | Galatians 2:19-21 

 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 
 
Do you ever find yourself living your life like you still need to somehow earn the 
free gift of God’s salvation? Look at today’s verses and remember you cannot live by 
the law, you can only truly live when you die to the law and live for Christ instead.  
 
When he was confronted on the road to Damascus by God, Paul is shown that he 
was in reality nothing more than a murderer of those living for God.  Through 
Christ alone Saul the driven persecutor became Paul the driven missionary. In we 
love hat ways does dying to yourself and living for Christ take your skills and talents 
and re-direct them for God’s purposes?   
 
If you are struggling with dying to self and living for Christ in some area of your life 
right now seek out a Christian you trust in your small group, someone on the 
church staff, or a family member and ask them to help you find your way.  God gave 
us Christ as the perfect example and fellow believers to help us on the way.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version® 
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worldwide.  


