
5. Read Deuteronomy 17:14-20. How do God’s “rules” for kings protect kings and the 
people?  

6. What are the rhythms of life, habits, and practices in your life now that are 
cultivating love for the idols of your heart and of our world? 

7. God not only gives Solomon the path for obedience; he gives him spiritual 
disciplines, a rhythm of life, and habits of grace. What spiritual disciplines, rhythms 
of life, and habits of grace do you need in your life right now in order to cultivate 
deeper love for God? 

8. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply. 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1. Guard your __________ with all ________________.  
Proverbs 4:20-23; Philippians 1:9-11; Deuteronomy 6:4-6; Mark 12:28-31 

“You are what you _______…you might not love what you 
__________.” (James K.A. Smith) 

Solomon was wiser than anyone—he was the best thinker—but he was a ______ 
_______. He failed to follow his own advice. He failed to guard his heart. 

2. Stay on God’s __________. 
Proverbs 3:5-8; 4:10-15; Deuteronomy 17:14-20; Proverbs 2:6-10 

“Direction—not intention—determines our _______________.” (Andy Stanley) 



We think that we can stray from the path for a ____________ or on this 
_______________. It might be on money. It might be on sex. It might be on 
truthfulness. It might be on anger. 

We think we ________________ than God.  

God not only gives Solomon the path for obedience, he gives him spiritual 
____________________________________________. 

Don’t just try harder to do the right thing, _____________ for it. 
Don’t just try harder to obey God, _______________ your love for God so that 
you desire him and want to walk on his path. 
Don’t work _____ it; work ______ it.  

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you? 

2. Read 1 Kings 11:1-13. Knowing what you know about Solomon’s start and the 
hopes that were placed on his mission, how do you feel when you read this 
narrative?  

3. Read Proverbs 4:20-23. Summarize Solomon’s advice from these verses.  

4. Reflect on James Smith’s idea that “You are what you love…you might not love 
what you think.” 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION 
Where does wisdom come from?

Family Discussion Questions:  
1. What are some ways our family currently honors God’s name? How can we do 

this more often, or in new ways?  

2. God’s purpose is to spread his name for his glory. How can our family keep 
from thinking that our relationship with God is all about what he can do for us?  

3. Our attitude toward gathering with other believers affects our worship. How 
can our family prepare for worship to make it more meaningful and edifying? 

CHRIST CONNECTION 
Solomon’s sinful compromise led to the division of the kingdom. During his earthly 

ministry, Jesus spoke of himself when he claimed “something greater than Solomon is 
here” (Luke 11:31). Whereas sinful choices divided Solomon’s kingdom, Christ’s 

righteous submission to God established a new unity for God’s people. 


