
4. What are some of the ways you see God working out 8:29-30 in the Story of 
God? 

5. What do you find most encouraging from Romans 8:31-39? 

6. What can you do to have a spirit of praise on dark days? 

7. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply. 
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"To experience light in the darkest of days, you first have to be [convinced] of God's 
love." (Hershael York) 

DARK DAYS 

• The people stop _________ to God for help. (Judges 3:1-5) 

• The judge God raises up is completely self-centered and _________________ 
disobedient to God. (Judges 14:1-3) 

• The people of God _______________ God’s deliverer. (Judges 15:9-12) 

GOD’S LOVE IN THE DARK DAYS OF SAMSON 

Judges 13:5; 14:4; Genesis 45:4-7; 50:20; Lule 1:26-27, 30-32 

The purpose of Samson, rooted in God’s love, is to ___________ his people from 
extinction. 

They are on the road to _____________ as the distinct people of God, the 
descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the family that, through Jacob’s son Judah 
will produce the Savior of the whole world. 

God preserves his people by using Samson’s weaknesses, coupled with his physical 
strength, to create a __________ between Israel and the Philistines. 



God even uses evil intentions and evil actions for his purposes. And behind that is God’s 
purpose and plan fueled by love. 

GOD’S LOVE ON YOUR DARKEST DAYS 

1. B_____________ God’s word. 
Romans 8:28 

2. L_________ at God’s track record. 
Romans 8:29-30 

(The Message) Romans 8: 29-30 God knew what he was doing from the very 
beginning. He decided from the outset to shape the lives of those who love him 
along the same lines as the life of his Son. The Son stands first in the line of 
humanity he restored. We see the original and intended shape of our lives there in 
him. After God made that decision of what his children should be like, he followed 
it up by calling people by name. After he called them by name, he set them on a 
solid basis with himself. And then, after getting them established, he stayed with 
them to the end, gloriously completing what he had begun. 

3. P____________ God in the darkness. 
Romans 8:31-39 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you? 

2. How did God show his love in the dark days of Samson and through Samson? 

3. Read Romans 8:28-39. How does the promise of Romans 8:28 encourage you in 
the darkness?

BIG PICTURE QUESTION 
Whom does God use in his plan?

Family Discussion Questions:  
1. What successes might members of our family be tempted to put their trust in 

rather than in God? 

2. How can we help one another maintain a strong sense of dependence on 
God? 

3. God was patient with Samson, and showed him mercy. When have we 
experienced the patient love and mercy of God? 

CHRIST CONNECTION 
Samson’s downfall was the result of his own disobedience, and yet God used his 
death to begin the deliverance of His people. Jesus’ death was the result of His 

perfect obedience and our disobedience. God used His death to bring deliverance. 


