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How does the Gospel speak to the situation our country is facing right now, as 
illustrated by the shooting of Philando Castile and the shooting of five police officers in 
Dallas?  

1. The Gospel tells the story of how we got into this predicament, God’s mission to 
______________________ our world, and how we can join God in his mission. 

We can’t really see this and understand this as believers if we shrink or distort the 
Gospel. 

The Centrality of the Gospel 

Mark 1:15; Acts 8:25,40; 14:7,21; 15:7; 20:24 

The Broader Meaning of the Gospel 

• The Gospel is more than the _________________ to Christianity.  

The gospel is the power for salvation (Romans 1:16), but it’s also the power 
for _____________ and spiritual renewal (Galatians 3:1-3; Colossians 1:6)..  

Tim Keller: It is very common in the church to think as follows. “The gospel is 
for non-Christians. One needs it to be saved. But once saved, you grow 
through hard work and obedience.” But Col. 1:6 shows that this is a mistake. 
Both confession and “hard work” that is not arising from and “in line” with the 
gospel will not sanctify you—it will strangle you. All our problems come from a 
failure to apply the gospel.” 

• The Gospel is the whole ____________ of God’s rescue and redemption of 
humanity and of the entire creation.  

It’s more than the message of ______________. It’s the whole story from 
Creation to ______________________. 

“in accordance with the Scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3,4) - Jesus is the 
____________________ of the Old Testament 

2. The Gospel (rightly understood) applies very specifically to what’s happening—
___________ all that’s happening, offering solutions, and governing our thoughts 
and actions as we navigate our way through the current situation as believers.  

The Problem: 
The Gospel…”Christ died for our sins” - Sin is _______________ against the 
rightful ruler of the universe, the one who created us to enjoy his presence and 
tend to his creation.  

The situation we find ourselves in today is the result of ________________ God 
as our ruler and choosing to rule ourselves.  

The Solution 
The Gospel…”Christ was raised on the third day”: Resurrection is about the coming 
___________________ 

Navigating Our Way 
Hope… 

Surrender… 

3. The explanations and solutions offered in the Gospel are only ______________ 
acceptable and applicable to people who do not embrace the Gospel. 

Common Grace (Romans 2:14-15) 

“[Common grace] curbs the destructive power of sin, maintains in a measure 
the moral order of the universe, thus making an orderly life possible, distributes 
in varying degrees gifts and talents among men, promotes the development of 
science and art, and showers untold blessings upon the children of men.” (Louis 
Berkhof) 

C_________________________ 

As a Christian you can stand alongside one side on any issue, but you must not 
take _____________. 

If your highest ______________ and your personal identity in Christ, in his family, in 
his story, you more than most will be able to really listen, seek to understand, reject 
partisan rhetoric, bring all ideas under the lordship of Christ, and offer your ideas in 
genuine humility. Do you think that maybe, just maybe, in this situation we find ourselves 
in, some humility and grace is needed on all sides and might, just might, lead to some 
new solutions? 



REFLECTION GUIDE 

Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. In what ways have you possibly shrunk the Gospel? 

2. How would you define the Gospel based on what you heard this week? 

3. How can the Gospel help you better navigate your way as you think about, 
discuss, and respond to situation our country is facing right now, as illustrated by 
the shooting of Philando Castile and the shooting of five police officers in Dallas?


