
4. How can we approach the Word of God with the expectation that he will speak 
to us?  

5. Read 1 Samuel 3:11-14. How do you respond personally when the Bible “judges” 
the sin of your own heart?  

6. Read 1 Samuel 3:15 – 4:1. What are some ways we can be faithful in delivering 
God’s Word to others?  

7. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply. 
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GOD SPEAKS 

“The conspicuous feature in all this speaking is that God speaks in personal address. 
God does not speak grand general truths, huge billboard declarations of truth and 
morals; the Lord’s speaking is to persons, named persons: Abraham, Moses, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Paul. And Samuel. Personal address, not philosophical discourse or moral 
commentary or theological reflection, is God's primary form of speech. Whenever we 
let the language of religious abstraction or moral principles (and we do it often) crowd 
out the personal address, we betray the word of God.” (Eugene Peterson) 

3 Dangers for Those Who Place a Premium on God’s Word: 

• Focus on information, neglecting __________________. 

• Move beyond ____________________. 

• Lose the _________________. 

HOW TO LISTEN 

Matthew 13: 9 “He who has ears, let him hear.” 
Revelation 2: 7 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.” (See also 2:11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22) 

1. L_____________ to discern God’s voice. 
1 Samuel 3:8-10; Acts 16:14; 1Thessalonians 5:19-21; Hebrews 1:1-2 

Learn from those who listen ____________. 



Reflection is required because life is _______________. 

E__________________ matters. 

2. Act on what you hear. 
1 Samuel 3:18; Proverbs 4:18-19; James 1:22-24; Amos 8:11 

The "Dimmer Switch" principle: If we obey the light we have God gives us more. If 
we disobey he gives us less. (Larry Osborne)  

3. S______________ what you hear. 
1 Samuel 3:18-20; 2 Corinthians 5:20; Romans 12:6 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you? 

2. God does God speak to you through this Word? 

3. Read 1 Samuel 3:1-10. What may be signs in our own times that “the word of the 
Lord is rare,” even if we have access to Scripture? 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION 
Whom does God use in his plan?

Family Discussion Questions:  
1. What kinds of routines or activities has our family established to make sure we 

spend time in God’s Word? 

2. When have you heard God speaking to you, only to be convicted rather than 
comforted? 

3. How can we be faithful in delivering God’s words of truth to others in loving 
ways?  

CHRIST CONNECTION 
As a prophet to Israel, Samuel listened to God and used God’s words to tell the 

people what God is like. John 1:1 says that Jesus is the Word,                            
sent by God to show the world what God is like. 


