
Our downfall is in our desire for human approval. 
7. Read 1 Samuel 15:22-31. The passage ends with apparent repentance from Saul, 

but the unfolding story tells us otherwise. He was more concerned about his public 
status than with the flagrancy of his offense before God. This moment was a 
defining one in Saul’s life. How can you discern the difference between real 
repentance and simple regret in your own heart? Samuel reminded Saul that God 
made him a king when he had been a nobody. Saul should have responded in 
gratitude because of God’s amazing grace. He should have allowed the value of 
God’s gift to him to break the captivating power of sin over his life. Instead, he 
hardened himself against God’s grace.  

The great news of the gospel is that Christ, unlike King Saul, demonstrated 
wholehearted obedience perfectly for us. He died in our place, suffering the penalty for 
Satan worshipers. He died the witch’s death so we could have the saint’s acceptance. 
His obedience earns our acceptance before God, the one Person whose opinion 
matters more than any other—if we will receive it. And when we do, the power of 
disobedience in our lives is broken, setting us free from anxieties, dissatisfaction, 
insecurity, and fear. 

8. Looking back over this week’s passage and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply. 
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Family Discussion Questions:  

1. God gave King Saul careful instructions and he did not follow God’s instructions. 
Why is it important to follow instructions? 

2. King Saul made an excuse for disobeying God. We should not make excuses for 
disobeying God. What should we do instead? 

3. We can’t obey God completely. Why is it that, in Christ, we have hope even in 
our disobedience? 



SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

This study is based on the next passage in the Gospel Project, not on the sermon 
passage.  

Summary 
In King Saul’s story, we see how the failure to obey God completely leads us to 
rationalize and justify our disobedience, a sin that is compounded by the desire for 
human approval rather than divine grace. Halfhearted obedience is just another form 
of disobedience, and so, God calls us to renounce our hypocritical displays of 
righteousness and to submit fully to His purpose and plan. 

Big Picture Question 
Who is our King? 

Christ Connection 
Saul’s kingship could not last because he rejected God’s word. Israel needed a lasting 
kingdom ruled by Someone who would obey God fully. Through the perfect obedience 
of Jesus, God would establish his rule over his people forever. 

Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Think back to when you were a kid, or consider the children you interact with 
regularly. What are some instructions that a child is likely to obey only 
halfheartedly?  

Our downfall is in our failure to obey God completely. 
2. Read 1 Samuel 15:10-15. This passage gives two reasons for God’s emotion of 

regret: Saul turned away from following Him and he did not obey His instructions. 
How are these two reasons related?  

3. Think back to some examples of blatant hypocrisy have you witnessed in your life.  
How do these examples serve as a warning to you about the danger of failing to 
obey God completely?  

Our downfall is in our rationalization of disobedience 
4. Read 1 Samuel 15:16-21. Everyone has a “king,” something that they must have to 

feel happy and secure. Rather than repent from such idols, we sometimes 
rationalize our sins and deceive ourselves. What are some ways you have seen 
yourself or others justify or rationalize sin?  

5. What steps can we take to prevent ourselves from becoming like Saul, who 
allowed himself to see disobedience as obedience? 

Our downfall is in our desire for human approval. 
6. Read 1 Samuel 15:22-31. The passage ends with apparent repentance from Saul, 

but the unfolding story tells us otherwise. He was more concerned about his public 
status than with the flagrancy of his offense before God. This moment was a 
defining one in Saul’s life. How can you discern the difference between real 
repentance and simple regret in your own heart?


