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Pray | Lord help me remember the depths of your forgiveness for me. 

 

OPTIONAL FORGIVENESS? 

 

Have you ever wondered about the strange combination of humanity and 

divinity that is embodied in Jesus Christ as the one and only Son of God? It 

is fully revealed as he hangs on the cross dying in your place. Not once but 

twice he offers forgiveness while barely clinging to his own life. First Jesus 

does so for those who put him there; then he does so again to a prisoner 

dying beside him (one who deserved punishment for crimes he committed). 

 

Pain does strange things to our clarity of purpose-often causing an immediate 

and severe re-alignment to seek anything that will make the pain go away.  

When the pain is bad enough it is hard to function, think clearly, or not snap 

at anyone who even looks at us much less talks to us. If ever there was a 

relatable moment where we could understand forgiveness of others as being 

optional, this would be it.  

 

Thank God Jesus willingly offers forgiveness to us no matter what! 

He also offers us the option to receive or reject it. 

 

Read | Luke 23:34, 39-43 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 
 

When you say “I forgive you” have you ever just said it and not actually 

meant it? If so, really consider the reasons you had for your actions; and then 

hold them up to God’s standards. How did you do?  

 

Oftentimes forgiveness needs to go two ways. Think about some times when 

you were waiting for someone else to forgive you first before you were 

willing to extend forgiveness to them. Can you find any scriptures that 

support such a “when you______, then I will______” type of forgiveness? 

 

We each have our reasons for why we expect others to forgive us  

unreservedly and unconditionally, yet we want to reserve the right to forgive 

others conditionally. In what ways can you be asking God to move you to 

forgive others more unconditionally?  

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+23%3A34%2C+39-43&version=NIV
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 Pray | Ask the Lord to help you forgive as many times as needed. 

 

UNLIMITED FORGIVENESS? 

 

“How many times is enough?” Peter asks Jesus for a specific quantity, a 

definitive end-point, as to when forgiving someone has reached its  

maximum requirement. “Seven times?” Now Peter is offering a  

suggested amount, possibly what he feels is sufficient or even over-and-

above; or perhaps it’s just a number to get the conversation going. Jesus  

answers, “No, not seven times, seventy-seven times.” This response of  

seventy-seven times, or seventy times seven as in some translations, is not 

about a number. Jesus is saying to Peter-and to us-the amount is not a few, 

and it is way more than someone can keep track of. Jesus sets the standard so 

high that no one can meet the standard, save God alone. Thank God that he 

offers only one forgiveness plan, the unlimited plan! 

 

 

 Read | Matthew 18:21-22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Likely Peter was not pulling a Pharisee-like entrapment of Jesus with his 

question. He probably just wanted to know what was expected so that he 

could exceed the amount. How/why is Jesus’ answer better than the 

specific quota Peter and many of us want clarified?  

 

If we bestowed the unlimited forgiveness of Jesus to everyone to whom we 

should forgive, the church would be an intense light for all the world to see. 

Pray and thank God for how much and how often you have been forgiven; 

and ask him to help you emulate that same forgiveness to others.  

 

When we receive God’s forgiveness for our sins and choose to follow him, 

his priorities should become our priorities. What is God calling you to do 

today?  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A21-22&version=NIV
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Pray | That I remember you forgave me, so I can forgive others too. 

 

 

RECEIVED FORGIVENESS?  

 

There are many things you may receive: a compliment, a package from 

Amazon, a raise at work, an unexpected visit from the in-laws. You also may 

receive due consequences in reparation for a bad decision as illustrated in 

today’s verses. But the main character in this parable received something else 

that was truly astonishing-unmerited forgiveness. 

 

As a people, we have sinned greatly against God. Our reparations are so  

massive we alone could never repay our King. Yet in compassion and love 

towards us, God sent Jesus to make our payment by dying on the cross. Only 

by faith in him have we received forgiveness for our sins. 

 

 

 Read | Matthew 18: 23-27; Romans 5:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Knowing intellectually that he was the king’s property became real when 

judgement was pronounced on the man in today’s passage. Make no mistake, 

it was not how he pleaded or what he promised… it was all the mercy of the 

king. If you have ever been forgiven of something “unforgiveable” how did it 

change you, or didn’t it?  

 

Indentured servitude seems historical, yet it lives on in numerous ways.  

Those who are promised jobs and better lives but instead forced into human 

trafficking are living it. Those who are struggling financially or drowning in 

credit card debt are living it. There is real spiritual, physical, and emotional 

consequences for them, their families, their children. How can you help the 

less fortunate around you? 

 

All have offended God by taking him from his rightful place and saying we 

want to be god instead. Is now when you need to put God back on his throne 

and accept his grace and mercy?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 4 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A+23-27%3B+Romans+5%3A8&version=NIV
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Pray | Lord, forgive me for getting-and-forgetting your forgiveness. 

 

FORGOTTEN FORGIVENESS?   

 

Usually, in human terms, something that is forgotten is not really gone or 

resolved but merely not-remembered, at least not until it is remembered 

again. God, however, chooses to erase your sins when they are covered with 

Jesus’ blood-and they are gone forever. In today’s parable, the final 

punishment of the first servant who was originally shown mercy is worse 

than the original one he was destined for. Remember he and his family were 

to be sold into slavery to pay off his debt. In his re-judgment he is sent to be 

tortured until full payment was made. Slavery and torture may both appear 

like bad options until you remember just how insurmountable his debt was. 

Jesus is trying to tell us that if we do not forgive others their lesser offenses 

when God has forgiven us of our greater offenses we risk God’s judgment 

and wrath. When we have forgotten how much we have been forgiven we 

find it hard to forgive others.  

 

Read | Matthew 18: 28-35; Luke 7: 36-50; Matthew 6: 9-15 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Parables are fictional illustrations used to show broader truth. Yet comparing 

today’s passages shows how we are to correctly respond to God’s 

forgiveness. Which of the people, the first servant or the sinful woman, lived 

understanding the debt that had been paid and responded correctly? 

 

What messages do we send a watching world when we say we have been 

forgiven by God and yet they see us withholding forgiveness, holding  

grudges, and seeking conditions before we forgive those who trespass against 

us?  

 

Read or pray through the verses found in Matthew chapter 6. Take a few 

moments to assess how much you may have forgotten about God’s 

forgiveness of you, and then try to re-align yourself with his expectations.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A+28-35%3B+Luke+7%3A+36-50%3B+Matthew+6%3A+9-15&version=NIV
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Pray | Ask God to help you accept more and give more forgiveness. 

 

FORGIVENESS UNBOUND?   

 

We all have times in our lives when we want and need forgiveness. And we 

all have times when we should definitely give more forgiveness. If you have 

a smart phone app like the YouVersion Bible, use the search feature to look 

up the word “forgive”. You’ll find the Old Testament, the New Testament, 

and Psalms all have verses on forgiveness. God empowers those who follow 

him to forgive sin-and expects them to. In Mark, Jesus again reminds us that 

our forgiveness of others directly affects our forgiveness from God. Matthew 

ties it all up nicely in reminding us why Jesus died. The act of Jesus dying on 

a cross to forgive our debts was the ultimate expression of forgiveness 

unbound.  God alone forgives the unforgiveable so that they in turn can learn 

to forgive others.   

 

 

Read | Psalm 25:11; John 20:23; Mark 11:25; Matthew 26: 28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Matthew 26:28 is a reminder of the connectedness of Jesus’ love for us, his 

sacrifice on the cross, and the forgiveness he offers us, but only if we are 

willing to accept all of this from him. What Jesus did for us he did out of 

love. What are some of the ways that love and forgiveness are interrelated?  

 

Forgiveness is not passive. It takes a decision to do something and then the 

follow-through to actually do it, sometimes again and again for the very same 

things and very same people! Think about something or someone you are 

needing to forgive and pray that God will move you to the place where you 

can. 

 

Whatever you have done that you feel makes you unforgivable God can 

forgive you for it. Jesus died so you can be forgiven-all you need to do is 

pray and accept his forgiveness. Once you do he will help you to forgive 

yourself and then others too. 

 

 

 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, New International 

Version® (NIV®). Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. ® Used by permission. All rights 

reserved worldwide.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+25%3A11%3B+John+20%3A23%3B+Mark+11%3A25%3B+Matthew+26%3A+28&version=NIV

