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Day 1 
March 25 

 

Pray | For unity in the church as a whole. 
 

THE SPIRITUAL JIGSAW PUZZLE 

 

In order to put together a puzzle, every piece is critical. We all have gifts that 

God needs us to use in conjunction with other believers to display his glory 

to the world. But all throughout church history, starting in today’s passages, 

there have been quarrels that have kept us as a church from being as effective 

as we could be. In today’s passage, the believers in Corinth have begun 

arguing about which Christian leader’s theology they were going to follow 

and it was dividing them. But Paul reminds them that Christ is not divided 

and that God’s heart for them is unity. 

 

The only thing that can bring together thousands upon thousands of people 

over thousands of miles, through thousands of years, is unity in the cross of 

Jesus Christ.  

 

 

Read | John 17:20-23, Romans 15:5, 1 Corinthians 1:10-13 

 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

What are some of the divisions in the church today and how do you respond 

to them? Do you take sides or avoid them? Why do you respond that way? 

 

Why are we tempted to find church unity in people, ideas, and activities 

instead of in the gospel? 

 

If you do not have someplace to share your gifts or a few people to unite with 

in Christ, take some time today to ask God to bring them into your life and 

prayerfully consider reaching out to Five Oaks or your church about the 

opportunities they could provide you with. 

 

Spend some time today praying for unity amongst all believers in groups 

large and small. 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A20-23%2C+Romans+15%3A5%2C+1+Corinthians+1%3A10-13&version=NIV
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Day 2 
March 26 

 

 

Pray | For discernment to stand against Satan’s attacks. 
 

A HOUSE DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF WILL NOT STAND 

 

We saw yesterday that God desires unity for us. However, in this digital age, 

we are learning that despite our constant connection to people virtually, we 

are becoming more and more isolated and disconnected from each other. One 

of Aesop’s fables* tells a story of four oxen living in a field. A lion would 

prowl around the field and try to attack. But whenever he attacked, they 

banded together and fought off the lion. He persistently stalked them, though 

over time, disagreements alienated them from each other and the lion was 

able to pick them off one by one. 

 

In 1 Peter, the Bible says that Satan is always prowling around looking for a 

weak spot to attack. If he can divide us, we cannot stand against him and we 

cannot reflect God’s glory as effectively. This was Paul’s concern with the 

church in Corinth. He appealed to them to not let disagreements divide them 

and make them vulnerable to Satan’s attacks. 

 

 

Read | Matthew 12:25, 1 Corinthians 1:10-16, 1 Peter 5:8-9 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 
 

 

Where can you see the weak spots Satan uses to isolate you from your 

community of believers? What steps can you take to band together with them 

and thwart his plans so that you can be effective in glorifying God? 

 

When have you seen disagreements within the church stifle its ability to 

spread the gospel effectively? 

 

How can the gospel help us maintain unity despite being diverse in so many 

other ways? 

 

Take a moment to use your Bible’s concordance, Biblegateway.com, or your 

favorite Bible search engine to do a search on the word “unity” and see what 

else God has to say about it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

*“The Four Oxen and the Lion” – Aesop’s Fables 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+12%3A25%2C+1+Corinthians+1%3A10-16%2C+1+Peter+5%3A8-9&version=NIV
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Day 3 
March 27 

 

 

Pray | That God’s view of you would trump your view of you. 
 

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF YOU and what does God think of you? Which 

is most important to you? A.W. Tozer said, “Boasting is an evidence that we 

are pleased with self; belittling, that we are disappointed with it. Either way, 

we reveal that we have a high opinion of ourselves.” 

 

We are loved, cherished, and highly valued by God. Sometimes that makes 

us feel entitled to happiness. Sometimes the success we’ve had in life makes 

us feel entitled, or the pain we’ve had makes us feel like we deserve to 

finally have happiness. Or maybe we feel ashamed of who we are and the 

things we’ve done. Either way, we must fix our eyes on Jesus instead of our 

tightly held opinions of ourselves; and as we do that, we will happily and 

passionately live out a life that points to Jesus. When we quit putting the 

focus on ourselves, we can put the focus on God! 

 

 

Read | 1 Corinthians 1:28-31 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

What are some ways you can ensure you are drawing attention to God and 

not to yourself? Spend some time today giving God the glory for the gifts 

he’s given you. 

 

We tend to glorify certain gifts and certain church leaders over others, 

assigning more importance to some than to others. How does the gospel help 

us put our gifts and the gifts of others into proper perspective? 

 

How does focusing on and boasting in the Lord bring Christians together in 

unity? 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+1%3A28-31&version=NIV
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Day 4 

March 28 

 

 

Pray | That God’s wisdom would make sense to you. 

 

DESTROYING THE WISDOM OF THE WISE 

 

Isaiah says that God’s ways are not our ways and that God’s thoughts are not 

our thoughts. Consider how much more wisdom and knowledge an adult has 

than a child.  How much more, then, does God have than us? 

 

The gospel sometimes doesn’t seem to make sense. In today’s passages, we 

will hear the Bible say in various ways that God chooses what looks foolish 

to the world to communicate his wisdom—including who he chooses to carry 

out his work! You may not feel special or brave enough to be used by God to 

impact other peoples’ lives and although it doesn’t make sense, that’s exactly 

what makes you a prime candidate to do just that. 

 

 

 

Read | Isaiah 55:8, 1 Corinthians 1:18-21, 26-30 

 
 

 

 Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

What about the gospel can be difficult for the world to believe? For you to 

believe? Ask God to help you see and understand his wisdom. 

 

God’s wisdom makes us, in all our inadequacies, more than adequate to 

impact other people’s lives. How can this give you the courage to step out in 

faith in a particular situation in your life this week? Spend some time jotting 

down some small, doable steps you can take. 

 

If the gospel seems foolish to you and this has kept you from fully receiving 

God’s love, reach out to him today and simply let him know you want to 

receive his love. Then reach out to someone at Five Oaks or another believer 

to help move you toward other believers and the cross. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+55%3A8%2C+1+Corinthians+1%3A18-21%2C+26-30&version=NIV
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Day 5 
March 29 

 

 

Pray | For connections with other believers rooted in Jesus. 

 

JESUS WAS NEVER ISOLATED. He had his 12 disciples who were with 

him always, ministering, traveling, celebrating, and suffering with him. 

These men were truly very, very different men of varying political views, 

social views, and economic views. One might say Jesus had both “left-wing” 

and “right-wing” extremists as part of his little band, and he had both rich 

and poor. These disciples found one very important thing in common—their 

love for Jesus.  

 

They served Jesus and he served them right back, unifying them. So often we 

come to church seeking refreshment and encouragement for the week ahead, 

as God intended us to, but he also intended us to serve each other as he and 

his disciples did. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read | Mark 10:45, 1 Corinthians 1:10  

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Considering Jesus’ constant companionship, how much different would your 

life be if you had a group of believers around you who would discuss 

questions about the Bible with you, hold you accountable, share your gifts, 

celebrate with you, and support you during grief? Consider why you are 

where you are and ask God if he has more in store for you. 

 

In what ways do you already serve others around you? Think about your 

family, your co-workers, neighbors, friends, or church. In what ways would 

you like to build on what you do well and serve a little more every week? 

 

If you have a group of believers, spend some time with them asking God for 

direction in how he wants to immerse you in the power of his spirit and 

mobilize you as a group to glorify him.  

 

If you aren’t part of a group or would like to find out how you can serve at 

Five Oaks, consider the Get Connected tab at http://www.fiveoaks.church/. 

 

 

 

 

 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, New International 

Version® (NIV®). Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. ® Used by permission. All rights 

reserved worldwide.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A45%2C+1+Corinthians+1%3A10+&version=NIV
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