
James 1: 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due 
to change. 

1 Peter 4: 10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good 
stewards of God's varied grace. 

6. What are your thoughts on the John Mark Comer quote (see sermon notes) in 
light of Paul’s sarcastic words in 1 Corinthians 4:8-13? 

7. Read 1 Corinthians 4:14-21, which conclude Paul’s thoughts not only in chapter 4, 
but his argument beginning in chapter 1. Paul has been pretty rough on the 
Corinthians. What do you learn about Paul as a mentoring leader (from this 
passage and from the passage below) that can make you into a better mentor 
with others at home or at work/school/church? 

1 Thessalonians 2: 7 But we were gentle[c] among you, like a nursing mother 
taking care of her own children. 8 So, being affectionately desirous of you, we 
were ready to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own 
selves, because you had become very dear to us. 

1 Thessalonians 2: 11 For you know how, like a father with his children, 12 we 
exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a 
manner worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory. 

8. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply? 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Spiritual Leadership 

• Spiritual leadership is about _______________ others. (1 Corinthians 3:9-15; 
Ephesians 4:11-16) 

• Spiritual leadership is about ____________________. (1 Corinthians 4:1) 

Marks of a Stewarding Leader 

1. F___________________ 
1 Corinthians 4:2-5; 2 Timothy 1:12; 2:2 

“It is the Lord who judges me.” (1 Corinthians 4:4; see also Romans 8:1,33-35a; 1 
Corinthians 3:13-15; 11:29-30; 2 Corinthians 5:10) 

• Judgment as __________________ the creation ((Revelation 21:22-27) 

• Judgment as ___________________ God’s people (1 Peter 4:17-19) 

• Judgment as ___________________ a child (Hebrews 12:5-11) 

• Judgment as __________________ the powerless (Deuteronomy 10:17-18; 
Proverbs 22:22-23; Isaiah 10:1-3; 30:12-13; Amos 5:11) 

• Judgment as ___________________ faithfulness (Matthew 25:21,23) 



2. Saturated in and tethered to the _____________. 
1 Corinthians 4:6a; 1:19,31; 2:9,16; 3:19,20 

3. H______________ 
1 Corinthians 4:6b-7; Deuteronomy 8:18; 1 Chronicles 29:14; James 1:17; 1 Peter 
4:10 

Pride for a Christian is _____________________. 

4. Selfless and _______________ lifestyle. 
1 Corinthians 4:8-13; 2 Corinthians 11:24-29; Matthew 5:11; Luke 9:23-26; Romans 
5:3-5; Philippians 3:10 

Stewarding leadership suffers—it says __________ to now, to me, to temptation, 
for the sake of others. 

“When did the crucified Messiah become the cosmic vending machine, life coach, 
‘I exist to make you happy and enhance your life’? How did we get from ‘hungry 
and thirty, in rags, brutally treated’ to ‘God wants you to drive a Mercedes’?” 
How do we forget the way of Jesus is not always easy? (John Mark Comer) 

5. Personal, loving, caring __________________. 
1 Corinthians 4:14-21; 1 Thessalonians 2:7-8,11-12 

• A_______________ 

• Spiritual ________________ 

• M_________________ 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 

Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you? 

2. How did Paul view his influence and ministry to the church according to 1 
Corinthians 4:1-5? 

3. How does Paul’s understanding of influence, leadership, and service challenge you 
as you influence others in your family, at work, at school, in church, among your 
friends, etc.? 

4. Of all the dimension of God’s judgment, even of believers (see sermon notes), 
which one is most challenging, surprising, or inspiring to you? 

5. Read 1 Corinthians 4:6-7 and the four passages below. When you struggle with 
pride, what do you think is the source or cause? 

Deuteronomy 8: 18 You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who 
gives you power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that he 
swore to your fathers, as it is this day. 

1 Chronicles 29: 14 (David speaking) “But who am I, and what is my people, 
that we should be able thus to offer willingly? For all things come from you, 
and of your own have we given you.”


