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Pray | For the vision to see all people as God sees them.   
 

Partiality is a trap that leads to separation from God and people.  

 

Partiality when it comes to coffee or styles of food or vacation destinations is 

harmless and even a fun conversation starter, but when it comes to people, 

the Bible is very clear about the danger of partiality. Partiality, favoritism, 

discrimination, prejudice are all terms for the same dangerous behavior of 

treating some people favorably, at the expense of other people. In our 

primary passage this week, James calls the young and growing church of 

Jesus Christ to account for such behavior in the church. At its core, this type 

of behavior originates from a spirit of pride, insecurity and judgement; all of 

which are completely contrary to the leading of the Holy Spirit, the words 

and life of Jesus Christ, and the heart of the God the Father.  The words of 

James remind us that we must see ALL people as God sees them – as his 

children, made in his image, and worthy of compassion, love and respect.   

This is only truly possible when our identity and value is found in God and 

his purposes for us, and not in earthly status, power and possessions.          

 

Read | James 2:1-4; Romans 2:5-11; Ephesians 6:5-9 

 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the 

following: 

 

In the ESV Study Bible, the first portion of James 2 is titled “The Sin of 

Partiality”.   In what ways is partiality or favoritism a sin? 

 

Both Romans 2:11 and Ephesians 6:9 state that God shows no favoritism. 

Yet at the same time these verses clearly show that God will ultimately judge 

all people, rewarding some and punishing others. In this seeming 

contradiction, what is the difference between favoritism and judgment, and 

why is it not a contradiction? How can you apply this truth to your daily 

interactions with people? 

 

Take a few minutes to reflect on your life and the people you interact with.   

Are there people you are consciously or unconsciously favoring at the 

expense of others? Spend some time in prayer asking God to reveal any 

situation where this might be occurring in your life, and ask him to give you 

the wisdom and strength to make a change.    

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+James+2%3A1-4%3B+Romans+2%3A5-11%3B+Ephesians+6%3A5-9+&version=NIV
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Day 2 
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Pray | That your life will be salt  and light for God’s glory.  
 

Godly impartiality differentiates you from a world that is all about ME.  

 

Throughout the entire Bible we see the love and compassion of God shine 

through for people who are taken advantage of by the powerful, people who 

are disadvantaged, different or are forgotten by society. God’s desire is for 

his entire creation to flourish, while our sinful human nature desires for ME 

to flourish. As followers of Jesus Christ, we are called to die to that sinful 

nature, and model our lives on the life and words of Jesus Christ. As we do 

that, our priorities shift from self, to sacrifice of self, sacrificially caring for 

the people around us most in need: orphans, widows, the poor, immigrants, a 

sick neighbor, a grieving colleague. That kind of sacrificial service, service 

without desire for recognition or reward, is distinctive in this world. It’s what 

Jesus means when he calls his followers to be salt and light in a dark world; 

drawing that world to the hope that only comes from surrender to Jesus as 

Lord. 

 

Read | James 2:1-7; Zechariah 7:9-10; Matthew 5:13-16 

 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the 

following: 

 

Take a few minutes to reflect on where your most precious resources (time, 

gifts, money) are spent. Do your habits, behaviors and heart reflect a priority 

for self, or self-sacrifice? Go to God in prayer and ask for the strength to put 

your selfish human nature to death each day. 

 

One of the greatest purposes of the church is to bring followers of Jesus 

Christ together in a single body that can be mobilized for exponentially 

greater service to those in need. If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, spend 

some time reflecting on how you are contributing to the effectiveness of the 

body of believers in Jesus Christ that you are a part of. If you are not a 

follower of Jesus Chris, or an active member of a church body, now is the 

perfect time to change that. Go to God in prayer, share your heart and ask for 

his leading to the body of believers he has prepared for you. 

 

James 2:5 says that “God has chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the 

world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised”. What does 

“poor in the eyes of the world” mean in this context? Are you “poor in the 

eyes of the world”?   

  

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2%3A1-7%3B+Zechariah+7%3A9-10%3B+Matthew+5%3A13-16+&version=NIV
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Pray | Thank God for his perfect love for his entire creation.  
 

Impartiality honors God’s two greatest commandments to his children.  

 

In our scripture reading today, James refers to the royal law which says 

“Love your neighbor as yourself”. This law was given to the people of Israel 

in the Old Testament, and was reiterated by Jesus in the New Testament as 

one of two great commandments. As James goes on to state partiality, or 

favoritism, is a violation of this royal law, and makes the violator a 

lawbreaker – separate from God. It’s obvious when James points it out, but 

how many times do we really pause to think in those terms. When I show 

favoritism to one person over another, it almost always for my own benefit, 

so I’m really loving myself at the expense of one of my neighbors. As a 

follower of Jesus Christ, your heart should hurt just thinking about it. In that 

one act of disobedience, you are both separating yourself from God and 

pushing those involved away from God. It’s a powerful reminder to regularly 

reflect on these great commandments – commandments that Jesus gave us to 

keep us close to him AND to bring others close to him. 

 

Read | James 2:8-11; Leviticus 19:18; Matthew 22:34-40 

 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the 

following: 

 

If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, take a few minutes to reflect on how 

you “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with 

all your mind.” If you are not yet a follower of Jesus Christ, you can be 

assured that the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ was for you, and that 

the promises of hope, love and eternity with Jesus are for you. If you are 

ready to accept these gifts and surrender your life to Jesus, go to him in 

prayer and share your heart.   

 

The Bible contains a number of parables that address the question of “Who is 

my neighbor?” The parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) is the 

most well known. Reflecting on the scripture that we read today, how would 

you answer the question “Who is my neighbor?” Don’t just answer 

generically – name names!    

 

Take a few minutes to honestly assess your life and identify aspects of your 

life where you may not be truly loving your neighbor as yourself. Go to God 

in prayer and ask him to give you the wisdom and strength to apply the two 

greatest commandments in those aspects of your life.    

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2%3A8-11%3B+Leviticus+19%3A18%3B+Matthew+22%3A34-40+&version=NIV
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Day 4 

April 4 

 
 

Pray | Praise God for the gift of eternity with him – available to all.  

 

God’s mercy will be extended to those who extend mercy. 

 

Yesterday we were reminded that God calls us to truly love our neighbors as 

ourselves. Following on to that command, today we are reminded by both 

Jesus and James that what we do to others will ultimately be done to us.   

When we fail to show mercy to others, we too will be judged without mercy.   

These words are not in the Bible to scare us into being merciful, they are 

there to remind us that God is both loving and just, and that our behaviors do 

have consequences, both for bad and for good. In contrast to the judgement 

promised for the unmerciful, a great reward in the form of eternity spent with 

the God of the Universe in heaven, is promised to those who are obedient to 

God’s commands and are merciful. Sounds great, right? But talk about 

delayed gratification! As followers of Jesus Christ, it’s so important that we 

live our lives with an eye to eternity, always remembering that our time on 

earth is given to us to serve our Creator and bring glory to him. Our ultimate 

joy, happiness, comfort and security will be found in our eternal home with 

our Savior who loves us more than we can even imagine. 

 

 

Read | James 2:12-13; James 1:25; Matthew 25:31-46 

 

 
 

 

 Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 
 

Take a few minutes to reflect on the habits and practices you build into your 

daily life that remind you that this world is not your home and to keep your 

heart and mind focused on the eternal. If you need to establish some new 

habits, start by considering the things (people) that are most important to 

you, and identify one concrete thing you can do to prioritize God and his 

promise of eternity over that thing.  

 

In both James 1:25 and James 2:12, James refers to the “(perfect) law that 

gives freedom” – which is the command to love your neighbor as yourself.    
How does this law bring freedom in your life? 

 

Reflect on the words of Jesus in Matthew 25:34, “Come, you who are 

blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you 

since the creation of the world.” How does the possibility of hearing these 

words at the end of your earthly life inspire and motivate your behaviors 

now? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2%3A12-13%3B+James+1%3A25%3B+Matthew+25%3A31-46&version=NIV
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Pray | Ask God to make you an instrument of unity in His Church.  

 

Unity results from humility, impartiality and mercy.  

 

As we saw yesterday, living your life based on the perfect law of freedom - 

love your neighbor as yourself - secures eternal reward, but it also produces 

many immediate rewards. When Christians are truly living in this manner 

their lives are characterized by attitudes and behaviors like humility, peace, 

mercy, caring, giving, love and hospitality. These are behaviors that draw 

people in and bring unity. When these attitudes and behaviors are motivated 

by the love and promises of God, this unity takes shape in the Church of 

Jesus Christ. Jesus calls his followers to be united as one body for one 

purpose – like the parts of our human bodies are united. Each of us is 

uniquely prepared by God to be a part of that body and to add distinct value. 

That true blending of unique value to fully achieve God’s purposes is what 

the Church is all about. It can only happen when each of us sets aside our 

selfish desires and embraces the perfect law of freedom.  

 

 

Read | Romans 12:9-21; 1 Corinthians 12:12-14 

 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the 

following: 

 

In Romans 12:21 Paul encourages us to “overcome evil with good”. How do 

you typically respond to evil that you encounter? Take a few minutes to 

consider how you can face that evil, and overcome it with good.    

 

How has God equipped you to bring greater unity to the body of Christ, and 

make that body more effective for him? If you are not yet connected with a 

local church, perhaps God is calling you to get connected. Take the next step: 

ask a Christian friend where they are connected and go, or visit a church of 

Jesus Christ near you this week. 

 

Take a few minutes to reflect on the lyrics of the song “Jesus, Friend of 

Sinners” by Casting Crowns.    Here’s an excerpt: 

Help us to remember we are all the least of thieves. 

Let the memory of Your mercy bring Your people to their knees. 

Nobody knows what we’re for.  Only what we’re against when we judge the wounded. 

What if we put down our signs, crossed over the lines and loved like You did? 

Oh Jesus, friend of sinners. 

Open our eyes to the world at the end of our pointing fingers. 

Let our hearts be led by mercy. 

Help us reach with open hearts and open doors. 

Oh Jesus, friend of sinners, break our hearts for what breaks Yours. 

  https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/castingcrowns/jesusfriendofsinners.html 

     
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, New International 
Version® (NIV®). Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. ® Used by permission. All rights 
reserved worldwide.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A9-21%3B+1+Corinthians+12%3A12-14&version=NIV
https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/castingcrowns/jesusfriendofsinners.html
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