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The Word on the Word 
Psalm 119:105, Matthew 4:4; Romans 15:4; Psalm 119:11; 2 Timothy 2:15; Luke 
24:26-27; 2 Timothy 3:14-17 

When it comes to the next generation (and all generations in our church), at the core 
of what we do is _______________________ God’s Word so that we can know 
God, love God, and join God in his mission. 

1. The Word is passed from one generation to the ___________.  
2 Timothy 3:14-15a; Deuteronomy 6:6-7; Acts 16:1-3; 2 Timothy 1:5; 1 Timothy 
4:12 

2. The Word leads to ________________. 
2 Timothy 3:15b 

We have a tendency to ____________ the message of salvation.  
• We get stuck in the _________________ of salvation. 

• Our salvation is only one part of a much __________________.  

3. The Word ______________ for life. 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 

We have a tendency to _______________ the Bible. 

We go from grace to ____________.  

The Four D’s of Theology 
• D______________ 

“God reveals what he is like, not in ivory-tower speculation but down on the 
ground in real history. One reason why many Christians find the Bible 
inaccessible is that they have not yet been shown how its various parts fit into 
an unfolding drama that runs from creation and the fall to exodus and 
redemption all the way to the new creation. The plot with Christ as the central 
character ties it all together. Every story in the Bible points not to us and how 
we can have our best life now, but first to Christ and how everything God 
orchestrates leads to redemption in him.” (Michael Horton) 

• D______________ 

“We were sitting in the audience, watching the drama unfold, when the Holy 
Spirit—the casting director—swept us up onto the stage and into the action. We 
were once ‘not a people’ and ‘had not received mercy,’ but now we are part 
of God’s people, coheirs with Christ of his whole estate and recipients of his 
grace (1 Pet 2: 10).” (Michael Horton) 

Doctrine explains how God’s story becomes _________ story. 

• D______________ 

Doxology is the ________________ of a heart touched and shaped by 
God’s story. 

“When God writes us into the script by interpreting what it means for us, we 
are not just astonished; we are overwhelmed with gratitude.” (Michael 
Horton) 

• D______________ 

“We are turned outside of ourselves, looking up to God in faith and out to 
our neighbors in love. We are no longer the central character in our own life 
movie. Instead, we have been baptized, buried, and raised with Christ. Our 
dead-end character dies and we’re finally part of a drama that is true, good, 
and beautiful. Living in this drama, informed by the doctrine, and shaped by 
the experience of true worship, we are able to live out our part in the story 
wherever God has placed us.” 



REFLECTION GUIDE 

Use these for personal or group reflection. 

1. Meditate on the following passages and write a summer statement of the Word 
not the Word: Psalm 119:105, Matthew 4:4; Romans 15:4; Psalm 119:11; 2 
Timothy 2:15; Luke 24:26-27; 2 Timothy 3:14-17.  

2. What is the bigger story of salvation?  

3. Consider how the 4 D’s of theology should impact your reading of and reflection 
on the Bible.


