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Day 1 
February 25 

 

 Pray | For God to prepare hearts to hear the gospel  

 

One at a time. 
 

In a time where megachurches flourish and Bible teachers can reach 

thousands of people through social media and streaming videos, it can be 

tempting for us to want to be used by God to preach to large groups of 

people.  But God cares not only for the masses, He cares for each individual.   

 

When God directs Paul in a vision to go to Macedonia, maybe Paul was 

expecting a miraculous conversion of thousands, as happened at the 

Pentecost in Acts 2:41.  Instead, Paul ends up in a city with no large 

audience—not even a synagogue—just a few women gathered by a river.  

Here Paul finds one person (who may have been easy to look past since she 

was a woman) who is ready to hear and respond to the gospel.  

 

 

Read | Acts 16:6-15 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 
Why is it so easy to value ministry to the masses over ministry to the 

individual?  In what ways are both important? 

 

How should Acts 16:14, which says the Lord opened Lydia’s heart to respond 

to the gospel, affect the way we think about evangelism and ministry? 

  

God multiplied Paul’s work in sharing the gospel with Lydia when Lydia 

shared her faith with her entire household.  When have you seen or 

experienced God multiplying something you or someone else did in 

obedience to Him?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+16%3A6-15%09%09%09%09%09%09&version=NIV
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Day 2 
February 26 

 

 

Pray | For slaves to be freed in the name of Jesus  

 

Deliverance through Jesus. 

 

A person doesn’t necessarily have to be the property of another to be a slave.  

Merriam-Webster’s dictionary includes a secondary definition of slave: “one 

that is completely subservient to a dominating influence.”  This influence 

could be a career, a sport, an addiction; or it could even be the desire to do 

whatever we want, whenever we want.  It may seem that we are acting freely, 

but in the end, we have been slaves to our desires.  And what is our reward 

for living for ourselves?  Death.  An eternity separated from God.  We each 

have a choice to make: live to die, or live in freedom from slavery and death 

in the name of Jesus Christ.   

 

Read | Acts 16:16-24 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

The woman in this story was enslaved not only by the men who owned her 

but also by an evil spirit that possessed her.  Why do you think Paul called on 

Jesus to free her from the evil spirit?     

 

Think about the variety of ways in which people are commonly enslaved 

today—the dominating influences that control them.  How can we bring the 

hope of the gospel to such people?   

 

Is there a specific sin that you are struggling with right now, that you feel is 

dominating you?  Don’t lose hope—keep your eyes fixed on God, read His 

Word, talk with Him.  He wants more than anything to walk with you 

through the struggle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+16%3A16-24%09%09%09%09%09%09&version=NIV
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Day 3 
February 27 

 

 

Pray | For the ability to praise God in the midst of suffering 

 
Where is your hope? 

 

Paul and Silas weren’t merely thrown in jail after exorcising a demon from 

the slave girl.  They were seized by a mob and brought before magistrates 

who were in a hurry to convict them and calm down the crowd.  They were 

given no chance to defend their actions or reveal that they were Roman 

citizens.  They were stripped naked—particularly humiliating for modest 

Jews—then were then beaten with rods.  The prison would have been filthy, 

raising the risk of infection for the men’s open wounds.  Paul and Silas were 

then shackled in wood stocks fastened to the cold, hard floor, making 

movement difficult and adding to their suffering.  How did they respond to 

this horrible and unjustified punishment?  By praying and singing hymns to 

God. 

 

Read | Acts 16:22-25, Romans 5:3-5, 2 Cor 4:16-18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Paul suffered torture and imprisonment during his journeys.  Yet he is able to 

say in Romans 5:3 that we ‘glory in our sufferings.’  What is his explanation 

for this in Romans 5:4-5 and how does it relate to his words in 2 Cor 4:16-

18? 

 

Have you known someone who, or have you personally, praised God with 

joy, even while enduring tremendous hardship?  How was he or she, or you, 

able to maintain a joy-filled faith? 

 

Meditate on today’s verses from 2 Cor.  If we can call even the most 

devastating circumstances “light and momentary” when compared with what 

we will experience in eternity with God, how does that inform or change 

your view of suffering? 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+16%3A22-25%2C+Romans+5%3A3-5%2C+2+Cor+4%3A16-18%09%09%09%09%09&version=NIV


DailyLife    

February 25 – March 1     

 

 
4 

www.fiveoaks.church 

 

Day 4 

February 28 

 
 

Pray | For God to prepare hearts to hear the gospel 

 

Be ready to give an answer. 

 

The jailer probably arose that morning expecting yet another normal day at 

work.  Surely he had no idea he would see God shake the very foundation of 

his life, forever changing him and his family. Moments like what the jailer 

experienced in today’s reading happen all around us on any given day.   

 

While there may not be a literal earthquake involved, people around us are 

being shaken in different ways.  Just like the jailer at first, many will 

experience something or receive news that will cause them to despair and 

feel hopeless.  Will we be ready to step in with the hope of the gospel?  

Others will hear, see, or experience something that opens the door for them 

to consider the gospel.  Will we be ready to turn our attention away from 

ourselves and what we are doing, and give it to them to share Jesus? 

 

Read | Acts 16:25-34 

 
 

 

 Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

The jailer was ready to take his own life when he saw the doors to the jail 

opened by the earthquake.  What do we need to be doing to make sure we are 

aware of people who may be struggling with hopelessness, and to prepare 

ourselves to share the gospel with them? 

 

The jailer may have heard Paul and Silas preaching in the city, or singing and 

praying in the jail.  He saw that they did not try to escape when the jail doors 

were opened.  How might Paul and Silas’ words and actions have prepared 

the jailer to receive the gospel? 

 

Paul and Silas devoted their lives to spreading the gospel—suffering beatings 

and imprisonment for their faith.  When the gospel is first lived out in a 

person’s life and then preached and proclaimed to those who know him or 

her, the impact is exponentially multiplied.  Are you living in a way that 

shows you are a follower of Jesus?   

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+16%3A25-34%09%09%09%09%09&version=NIV
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Day 5 
March 1 

 
 

Pray | To be faithful in sharing the gospel 

 

The circumstances may vary significantly, but the message is always the 

same: Jesus saves.   

 

In these verses from Acts, we meet three different people who each had a 

unique encounter with the gospel and were changed: a businesswoman who 

already believed in God but didn’t know Jesus, a slave girl who is 

miraculously freed from an evil spirit, and a Roman jailer who is literally 

shaken by God.  These three differed in their economic and social 

backgrounds, but they shared the need for the gospel of Jesus Christ.  God 

calls us to be faithful to deliver His message of hope to all people, regardless 

of their past, their appearance, or their present circumstances.     

 

Read | Acts 16:11-34 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Think about one or two people you know who are far from God.  What do 

they put their hope in?  What do they see as their redemption and purpose in 

life?  Go before God and ask Him to show you how you can help them see 

the light of the gospel. 

 

In verse 27 of today’s reading, the Roman jailer was ready to kill himself 

when it appeared he had failed at his job.  Do you think his reaction may 

have been different if he had already put his faith in Christ?  Why is it 

essential that we never allow our identity to depend on something other than 

Christ? 

 

Everyone puts their hope in something and finds their meaning in something, 

whether it is family, work, wealth, or even themselves.  If you have not yet 

put your full hope in Jesus as your Savior and you are struggling to find 

meaning without Him, please take the time to talk to a pastor or trusted 

Christian friend today! 

 

 

 

 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, New International 
Version® (NIV®). Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. ® Used by permission. All rights 
reserved worldwide.  
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