
5. What is so radical, different, and counter-cultural about what Paul says about sex in 
1 Corinthians 6:15-17? 

6. What are your thoughts on the following quote by Tim Keller? 

Tim Keller: “Paul is saying God did not invent sex simply to be a defiling but 
necessary mode of procreation. He is going beyond that and saying God did 
not even just make sex as a way of self-gratification or even self-expression. 
Paul says sex was designed as a way to do radical self-donation. Sex was 
God’s invented way for you to give yourself to someone else so deeply that it 
results in personal transformation and completion. 

“Paul is saying you must never have physical oneness without whole-life 
oneness. God meant physical oneness to be a bearer and a vehicle and a 
confirmation of whole-life oneness. 

“I’ll put it another way. God is saying, ‘You must never get physically naked 
and vulnerable with someone without becoming vulnerable in your whole life. 
You must not become physically vulnerable and, at the same time, hold onto 
your independence. You must become legally, economically, socially, 
emotionally, in every way committed. You must give up your independence.’” 

7. Be prepared to discuss the three implications/reflections on Paul’s revolutionary 
view of sex listed in the sermon. 

8. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply? 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1. A Revolutionary, Counter-cultural View of Our _________________ 
1 Corinthians 6:12-15,18-20 

• Our bodies are ______________ by God. (1 Corinthians 6:13) 

Everything Paul says is steeped in the Story of God—the story of God creating 
us, of us rejecting him, and of how he set out to rescue us through a 
descendant of Eve, through the line of Abraham, through the line that leads us 
right to Jesus. 

• Our bodies and what we do with our bodies __________ to God. (1 
Corinthians 6:13) 

Christians can never say, “It’s just my body; it’s not who I really am.” 

• Our bodies are not designed for _____________________. (1 Corinthians 
6:13) 

“Porneia” refers to all sexual behavior that is not practiced within the covenant 
of marriage, which is a binding commitment between a man and a woman 
before God and their community. 

• Our bodies are designed with a purpose—they are for __________.           
(1 Corinthians 6:13,20) 

Adam and Eve are commanded by God to have sex. They are created for it. 
They are equipped for it, and designed to enjoy it. And they bring glory to 
God through it. 

• God is _________ our bodies. (1 Corinthians 6:13-14) 

God is FOR our bodies means he’s going to renew our bodies with the rest of 
the creation when Jesus returns. 

• Our bodies are ____________ to Christ. (1 Corinthians 6:15) 

Christ isn’t united to the spirit or soul part of you (like your mind or your 
heart); he is united to all of you, including your body 



• Our bodies are a _____________ of the Holy Spirit. (1 Corinthians 6:18-19) 

• Our bodies ______________ to God. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) 

You are called to steward your body well. 

2. A Revolutionary, Counter-cultural View of ________________________ 
1 Corinthians 6:15-17 

Sex is transformative, however and with whomever you have it, whether used as 
God designed it or used immorally. 

Genesis 2: 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold 
fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife 
were both naked and were not ashamed. 

Sex is more than body-on-body and more than an appetite that needs to be or 
can be satiated as long as you don’t hurt anyone. 

Three Implications/Reflections 

• On bringing Christian sexual values to the ___________________… 

Christian values are not rules for sex. They are rooted in an understanding of 
sexuality that the larger society will never share with us. 

• On ______________ to a Christian sexual ethic… 

This ethic is part of a much larger story of God’s love for us—a story that shows 
time and again that God is for us, not against us. 

• On __________________ to live a biblical sexual ethic… 

A life of discipleship is a life of being increasingly transformed by grace, even if 
sometimes we seem to take one step forward and three steps back. It’s a call to 
reflect God’s design and values in our lives. To be holy. It’s a life that costs us a lot. 
But it’s also a life where we need God’s grace every day. 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 

Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you? 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 6:12-20. Some of the believers in Corinth are sleeping with 
prostitutes. How do they justify it according to 6:12-13? (Note: the quotation marks 
in the text indicate he is quoting them.) 

3. Without looking back at the sermon notes, list for yourself everything Paul says 
about the body in 1 Corinthians 6:12-15,18-20. 

4. Compare your list with the sermon notes. What do you think are the most 
challenging points Paul makes to people who do not believe in the authority of 
Scripture? Rank the top three and explain why you ranked them as you did. 


