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Day 1 
January 28 

 

 Pray | To seek only God  

 

A buffet of religions. 

 

As Americans, we can choose where to live and what to buy; we can even 

choose how and whom to worship.  And when it comes to worship, the 

choices are endless!  Just a short drive from Five Oaks, you’ll find temples, 

mosques, covens, and churches of multiple denominations.  In this veritable 

buffet of religions, it’s a miracle that anyone finds the one, true God.  It 

would have been equally miraculous for a first-century Roman centurion, 

living in an Empire where all sorts of gods were welcomed and worshiped.   

 

 

Read | Acts 10:1-8 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 
Most commentators agree that Cornelius worshiped the God of the Old 

Testament and that he likely was influenced by the Jewish culture that 

surrounded him in Judea.  In your faith journey, how have you been 

influenced by the various communities and cultures that you’ve lived within? 

 

Cornelius worshiped the God of the Jews, although there were many gods to 

choose from in the Roman Empire.  How does this happen?  Do we seek and 

find God; does God first cultivate our hearts for Him; or is it a bit of both?     

  

Cornelius’ belief in God was missing a crucial piece: Jesus.  Yet the angel 

sent by God did not reveal Jesus to Cornelius—instead, he tells Cornelius to 

summon Peter.  Why does God choose us to spread the gospel message? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+10%3A1-8&version=NIV
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Day 2 
January 29 

 

 

Pray | For a deeper understanding of God’s Word  

 

A surprising vision. 

 

It seems like God gets a kick out of surprising us.  How else do you explain a 

man being swallowed by a fish and spit out three days later, alive and well?  

God had spoken through the Old Testament prophets of a coming Messiah, 

whom the Jews expected to defeat all of their enemies.  Instead, their 

Messiah walked a path of suffering, hardship, and death.  Then, in Acts 10, 

God gives Peter a vision that defies the Levitical laws followed by Jews for 

more than 1,400 years.  This vision marked a turning point in the life of the 

church; God was about to surprise His people with a shift in their very 

identity. 

 

Read | Acts 10:9-16 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Dietary laws were integral to Jewish culture and identity.  The command to ‘

kill and eat’ meant that Israel would no longer be set apart from other nations 

based upon the Law of Moses, but based on belief in Jesus.  What 

ramifications might this have for followers of Jesus? 

 

What cultural traditions might you need to reject or hold loosely so you don’t 

call impure what God has made clean? 

 

What are some ways God has surprised you or surprised someone close to 

you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 3 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+10%3A9-16&version=NIV
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January 30 

 

 

Pray | To hear God’s voice 

 

God’s extraordinary ways. 

 

Emojis were a brilliant invention.  Now that we can add emotion to a text, 

there’s no more need to speak to anyone in person (insert ‘winky-face’ here).  

Imagine if there were emoticons added to the Bible!  Maybe, then, it wouldn’

t be so easy to scan through verses, passing right over examples of the 

extraordinary ways God works through ordinary people and circumstances.   

 

In a few short verses in Acts, He gives visions, He speaks through His Spirit, 

and His people obey in immediate ways to what would have been shocking 

commands.  Though there are no exclamation points, thumbs up hand 

signals, or yellow faces frozen in a look of amazement in your typical Bible, 

try taking the time to read it as though there were.  You just might see the 

extraordinary in today’s verses. 

 

Read | Acts 10:17-33 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

We know Peter as a disciple and hold him up as a great man of faith, as 

Cornelius tried to do.  But Peter knew himself to be just an ordinary 

fisherman who obeyed Jesus’ call into an extraordinary adventure.  Do you 

believe Jesus is calling or has called you into a great adventure?  How will 

you respond? 

 

In Acts 10:19, Peter is still thinking about his vision when he clearly hears 

the Holy Spirit.  Do you believe God speaks to us today in visions and 

through His Spirit?  Why or why not? 

 

Cornelius shared his faith in God with his whole household.  Then in today’s 

reading, he invites all his relatives and friends to hear God’s message.  What 

would it look like in your own life to be as bold in your faith as Cornelius? 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+10%3A17-33&version=NIV
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Day 4 

January 31 

 
 

Pray | To constantly seek God’s will 

 

Surprised by God. 

 

Cornelius was a man of wealth, power, and influence.  He was a Roman in 

Judea and had every cultural reason to look down his nose at the Jews around 

him and their religious beliefs.  Likewise, Peter had every reason to refuse 

the journey, to assume that this powerful Roman would take no interest in the 

story of Jesus.  What was most likely to happen, culturally, was that the 

Roman would take a fleeting interest in Christianity as one religion amongst 

the many he observed.  But none of that happened.  Instead, Cornelius sought 

the face of God and demonstrated a willingness to listen to the folks God sent 

his way.  Likewise, Peter, also seeking God, was given a message that 

implied the inclusion of Gentiles in the body of Christ.  Both were surprised 

by God. 

 

Read | Acts 10:34-43 

 
 

 

Reflect |  Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

How have you been surprised by God’s grace getting through to someone and 

calling them to faith in Jesus? 

 

Peter’s message to Cornelius and the people gathered reflected God’s vision 

for the inclusion of Gentiles (non-Jews) into the church.  How do you think 

the apostles, who were Jews, felt about this?  How would you feel in the 

same situation? 

 

God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3 included that “all peoples on 

earth will be blessed through you.”  Paul affirms in Galatians 3:8-9 that God’s 

promise to Abraham would “justify the Gentiles by faith.”  How does this 

affect your perspective or your understanding of the Old Testament? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+10%3A34-43&version=NIV
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Day 5 
February 1 

 
 

Pray | To be bold in sharing the gospel 

 

 

For any number of cultural, political, racial, and social reasons, Christians 

throughout the history of the church have had to wrestle with the temptation 

to write off certain people as improbable Christians.  We assume ‘that person’ 

would never get saved or ‘that group’ is too hostile to the gospel to listen.  

But God has long been in the business of surprising His people.  When Peter 

shared the gospel with Cornelius and his friends, the Jews that had traveled 

with Peter were shocked that the Gentiles believed and received the Holy 

Spirit.  Regardless of heritage, race, class, or politics, every person was made 

in God’s image and longs for Him, though they may not know Him yet.  As 

believers, God has given us the privilege to lead all of His children to Him.       

 

Read | Acts 10:44-48 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

What groups of people might we be prone to write off as too resistant to the 

gospel, and what are some specific ways this story should change our 

perspective? 

 

We may be unaware of the way implicit biases have taken up residence in 

our own hearts.  Take a moment to pause, examine your conscience, and ask 

yourself, are there certain people with whom I intentionally do not share the 

gospel message?  If so, why? 

 

God calls His people to proclaim the message of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection to all people, from every nation on earth.  Do you think the 

church is actively carrying out this mission?  Are you personally living out 

this mission?    

 

 

 

 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, New International 
Version® (NIV®). Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. ® Used by permission. All rights 
reserved worldwide.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+10%3A44-48&version=NIV

