
6. Reread 1 Corinthians 2:12-13 and read John 16:13 (in the outline). Why do we 
pray for illumination when reading Scripture or hearing a sermon? 

7. Without looking at your notes, how would you answer the four key questions? 

• Where did I come from?   

• What’s wrong with the world? 

• Is there a solution? 

• What is my purpose? 

8. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply? 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SERMON 6: “The Holy Spirit and the Story of God” 
TEXT: 1 Corinthians 2:10-16 
DATE: May 14/15, 2016 

We can’t know the better story—the story of God—or really understand it or live in it 
well aside from the work of the Holy Spirit. 

1. The Holy Spirit _______________ the story of God. 
1 Corinthians 2:10-11 

“These things” (1 Corinthians 2:1-2) 

The ________________ is the message that God himself has come to rescue 
and renew creation in and through the work of Jesus Christ on our behalf. 

Gospel Assumptions: 
• God created everything. 
• His creation was good.  
• But things are not the way they’re supposed to be.  
• And we’re the ones that ruined what was good, not God.  
• So we need rescuing.  
• Therefore God has come to rescue and renew the creation because he loves 

us. 

The Spirit knows God’s thoughts, so he can communicate God’s plan. He knows 
the ______________ that is unfolding. 

• John 14: 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to 
be with you forever, 17 even THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he 
dwells with you and will be in you. T 

• John 14: 25 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26 But 
the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will 
TEACH YOU all things and BRING TO YOUR REMEMBRANCE all that I have 
said to you.  

• John 15: 26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the 
Father THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH, who proceeds from the Father, HE WILL BEAR 
WITNESS ABOUT ME. 



2. The Holy Spirit helps us __________________ the story of God. 
1 Corinthians 2:12-13 

John 16: 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, HE WILL GUIDE YOU INTO ALL THE 
TRUTH… 

The Spirit illuminates the truth. He brings the gospel to light. He guides you into it 
and through it so that you own it and believe it and want to live by it. 

3. The Holy Spirit helps us ____________ within the unfolding story of God.  

1 Corinthians 2:14-16 

The Spirit helps us understand our place in the story of God. 

We have the _____________ of Christ means we have access to Christ’s 
thoughts, his intentions, his plans for the world and for each one of us. 

The Four Key Questions God’s Story Answers: 

• Where did I come from?   

• What’s wrong with the world? 

• Is there a solution? 

• What is my purpose? 

When an atheist says “we ought”… 

We have been indoctrinated and discipled by the culture we live in, and when 
God says that what we believe is not so, we resist changing our minds. And this 
doesn’t happen simply because it’s hard to believe it’s true but because it’s hard to 
live the truth. 

If you know and believe the story, rejoice in it, and repent of the places in your life 
where you are not living it. Renew your heart in God, and live with God, in his 
story. 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 

Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you? 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 2:10-16. “These things” (v. 10) refers to the message of the 
gospel in this context. Without looking at the definition of the gospel offered in the 
sermon notes, how would you define it (simply and succinctly)? 

3. Now look at the definition offered in the sermon notes. Why is it important to 
broaden the definition of the gospel beyond a message about how to get saved, 
to include rescuing and renewing creation? 

4. Look at the gospel assumptions from the outline. Essentially these are outline of the 
story of God up to the cross and resurrection. Honestly evaluate how well you 
know this story and how well you can explain it to others.  

5. Read the passages from John listed in the outline. What is the role of the Spirit in 
revealing the gospel?


