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Day 1 
February 5 

 

Pray | Praise God for His constant presence. 
 

GOD IS PRESENT and active in your life even when it is not obvious. 

 

The story of Esther takes place in a time in the history of Israel when they are 

exiles in a foreign land. They have been conquered and assimilated into the 

culture of that land, but not everyone has walked away from the worship of 

the true God. As has occurred many times in history, the distinct practices 

and worship of the Jews have drawn attention and persecution from leaders 

of the land, and the Jews are to be destroyed. In a situation like this, you 

might expect the Jews to panic, thinking God has finally given up on them. 

Instead, we see them falling back on the strength of their God, humbling 

themselves through fasting, mourning and wearing sackcloth, calling out to 

God and knowing he is there, even though his presence is not obvious. 

 

We all face similar situations, stressful and desperate times where it seems 

the presence of God is nowhere to be found. Like the Jews, we can and must 

fall back on the promise of God to never leave us or forsake us. 

 

 

 Read | Esther 4:1-7; Deuteronomy 31:6; Psalm 145:18-20 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

Reflect on a challenging situation that you are currently in or faced in the 

past. Did you go to God first for help or to someone or something else?   

Spend a few minutes reflecting on the implications; how real is the presence 

of God in your life? 

 

Is there a friend or family member in your life who is facing a tough situation 

and struggling to recognize the reality of God’s presence in his or her life and 

the situation? Consider how you can make God’s presence real to that person 

and can help him or her draw on that strength in the situation he or she is 

facing. 

 

Psalm 145:18 tells us, “God is near to all who call on him, to all who call on 

him in truth.” This verse suggests that there is a qualification to God’s 

presence and response. What do the words “call on Him in truth” mean to 

you? 
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Day 2 
February 6 

 

 Pray | Ask God to reveal the reality of Satan’s presence in your life. 

 

SATAN IS ACTIVE in your life, even when it is not obvious. 

 

From the time of Abraham, the people of Israel have been an integral part of 

the plan of God to redeem His creation. That made them a natural target for 

Satan as he sought to disrupt the plan and draw the people of Israel away 

from God.  In our passage today, we see Satan working in the heart of 

Haman to bring destruction on the people of Israel. Perhaps even more 

significant, this threat of destruction created the opportunity for the people of 

Israel to doubt the presence of God and abandon their true King. Just as it is 

so important to recall the presence of God in your life, it is equally important 

to remember that Satan is actively seeking to separate you from God. As the 

great deceiver, Satan has many crafty techniques to draw your worship away 

from the one true God to other gods:  money, security, comfort, power, 

family, religion and so many more. We are called to resist the Devil through 

faith rooted in a knowledge of the Word of God. 

 

 

Read | Esther 3:8-11; 1 Peter 5:8-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 
 

Which of the following gods are most apt to draw your worship away from 

God: money, security, comfort, power, family, religion or another? Reflect 

on the techniques that Satan uses to draw your worship in that direction, and 

how God can help you can resist those techniques in the future. 

 

First Peter 5:8 describes Satan as an adversary and a roaring lion seeking to 

devour you.   How often do you truly recall that you have such an adversary 

constantly seeking to destroy your eternal connection to God? What steps can 

you take to increase your awareness and recognition? 

 

The fact that the people of Israel were living lives of distinction is what drew 

Haman’s attention and fury.   As followers of Jesus Christ, we are called to 

live lives of distinction as well, lives that demonstrate to those around us that 

Jesus Christ is the Lord of our lives.   Take a moment to reflect on your life.  

Are you living a distinctive life that is worthy of Satan’s attention? 
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Day 3 
February 7 

 

 

Pray | Praise God for his plan to preserve and redeem his creation.  
 

GOD’S PROVIDENCE ensures the future of those who make Jesus their 

Lord. 

 

When humans gave in to the temptation of the Devil in the Garden of Eden, 

they created a separation from God the Creator. That separation could not 

easily be eliminated. Instead of giving up on humans, God set a plan in 

motion to redeem his entire creation and return it to the intended state of 

perfect relationship with him. As followers of Jesus Christ, we believe that 

God is actively involved in and influencing the affairs of this world, guiding 

them to that desired end state of redemption and perfection. This continued 

involvement of God in his creation is referred to as providence. The 

confidence that we possess as followers of Jesus Christ comes from God’s 

three P’s: presence, power and providence. Presence: God is real in my life.  

Power: God is all powerful.  Providence: God is actively working to ensure 

the best possible outcome for me. 

  

Read | Colossians 1:15-20; Genesis 8:20-22 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

Colossians 1:15-23 introduces one more P: the Preeminence of Jesus Christ.  

Preeminence means “superiority” or “surpassing all others.” If Jesus Christ is 

your Lord, how does this fact influence the confidence with which you live? 

If you have not yet made Jesus Christ the King that surpasses all kings, the 

Lord of your life, there is no time better than now. Go to God, through Jesus 

Christ in prayer, and give your heart, mind and life to him. 

 

Following the flood that destroy all but those in the ark that Noah built, God 

made a promise to Noah to never again destroy the living things on earth 

with a flood and to ensure the normal rhythms of life on earth are preserved 

and protected (Genesis 8:20-22).   God clearly loves every aspect of his 

creation. What evidence do you see that God is actively working out his plan 

for his creation today? 

 

How does your free will, as a human created in God’s image, overlap and 

interact with God’s providence? 
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Day 4 
February 8 

 
 

Pray | Thank God for your role in His plan to redeem the world 

 

GOD HAS PREPARED you for such a time as this. 

 

The story of Esther reveals the beauty and truth of the providence of God. 

While God is active in his creation and working for the good of those who 

trust him, he is not a puppet master, simply pulling the strings of actors in a 

show. The actors are so much more than puppets; they are human beings, 

created in the image of God and empowered with intellect and free will.  The 

story of Esther reveals two implications of God using humans in his plan.   

The first implication is that humans must recognize that they have a role and 

that God has prepared them for that role.  For Esther, that recognition was 

prompted by the words of Mordecai who reminded her in Esther 4:14, “And 

who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this.” 

In the same way, God sent Jesus to earth at just the right time for a very 

specific role in the plan, and the same is true for you. 

 

Read | Esther 4:4-14; Romans 5:6; Galatians 4:4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

Do you have a Mordecai in your life – a person who reminds you of your 

importance to God and his plan? If you do, take a moment to thank God for 

that person, and reflect on how that person has helped to shape your life. If 

you do not, ask God to provide such a person or to continue to reveal your 

purpose in other ways. 

 

We may have one major role to play in God’s plan or many smaller roles or 

somewhere in between. How have you sensed God using you and your life to 

further his kingdom so far?    

 

Don’t ever think that God cannot use you. God is all powerful and can and 

will use each of us regardless of our past failures and bad decisions. In fact, 

past failures and bad decisions can often be the thing that shapes us perfectly 

to fill a distinct role or to reach a certain person for Jesus Christ. Spend some 

time thinking about how God has uniquely shaped you for service to him. 
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Day 5 
February 9 

 
 

Pray | Ask God for courage to act when he calls you to action. 

 

THE DEFINING MOMENTS of life occur when you choose to act despite 

the risk. 

 

As we have seen this week, in his divine providence, God placed Esther in 

the perfect position to save the people of Israel. Mordecai helped her 

recognize the position she was in, but ultimately she still needed to choose to 

act. This is the second implication of God involving humans in executing his 

plan. As creatures created in the image of God, we have the power to choose 

to act. Giving humans this choice was God’s ultimate act of love and 

empowerment.  It is what distinguishes us as humans. What distinguishes us 

as followers of Jesus Christ is our willingness to choose to act according to 

God’s plan, trusting in his provision despite the risks. Queen Esther did just 

that and saved an entire nation. Only God knows for certain what great things 

are planned for your life. You can be sure he will reveal those things to you. 

Your duty is to recognize the opportunities and to choose to act. 

 

Read | Esther 4:15-17 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

As part of her decision-making process, Queen Esther decided that she and 

her helpers and the people of Israel should fast (go without food) for three 

days. What is the purpose of fasting in this case? What techniques do you use 

to help you focus on discerning God’s will and making a difficult decision? 

 

What are you willing to risk for Jesus Christ?   Is there anything you hesitate 

to commit to losing?   If so, spend a few minutes reflecting on why you’re 

holding back in that area. 

 

Esther was a child of God operating in an environment that was completely 

opposed to the God she worshiped and served.   Hers was a very extreme 

situation, but many of us spend our days in similar situations.   What lessons 

can you draw from the story of Esther that can be applied to your life? 
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