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Day 1 
June 10 

 

Pray | Ask God to use the tiny faith you possess  

to further his kingdom. 

 
LANDSCAPING BY FAITH.  

 

The sun is beating down. The heat and humidity are oppressive. Your task of 

convincing an unwanted bush to remove itself from your landscape has left 

you dirty, sweaty, and scratched. Several hours into the project, no visible 

progress other than the adjectives used and a large hole where the roots of 

said bush are still winning the war can be seen for your effort. That 

mountainous pile of 21 yards of mulch the garden center said you needed 

based on your gardens’ square footage is looking insurmountable. Shovelful 

after shovelful, wheelbarrow after wheelbarrow, it’s looking to be a 

permanent landscape feature of your summer lawn, right where it sits in the 

middle of your driveway. Moving shrubbery or mountains of mulch, dirt, or 

gravel are monumental amounts of work. To the predominantly day laborers 

whom Jesus spoke, his illustrations of faith carried relatable and miraculous 

promise.  

 

 

Read | Luke 17:6; Matthew 17:20 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 
When you read these passages, is your initial response one of encouragement 

based on what God says faith can do, or discouragement that you fall short? 

Why?  

 

What does the correlation between how much faith you need and God’s 

immense multiplication of that faith tell you about how God uses our faith? 

Hint: Our faith is small in comparison to God’s outcomes when we use it 

properly.  

 

Every day we live our faith.  We (believe) our cars will transport us, that 

bridges will hold us, that others will follow traffic controls, and our 

employers will make good on their promise and pay us for our work. Think 

about how you personally define “faith.” 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+17%3A6%3B+Matthew+17%3A20&version=NIV


DailyLife   The God Who Changes Us 

   June 10-14, 2019 

 

 
2 

www.fiveoaks.church 

 

Day 2 
June 11 

 

 

Pray | Ask the God of all wisdom to help you define faith 

 

UNDEFINED WORDS ARE MEANINGLESS FOR COMMUNICATION.  

 

Translation can be a trying task, even if the translator is well-versed in both 

the languages being used to communicate. In many ways, the job is made 

somewhat easier when each language already has defined vocabulary and 

grammatical rules. Thus, by using the known definitions one can take a word 

in one language and convert it into another language using a similar word to 

effectively convey the point. If you ever have the chance to talk to someone 

who is a Biblical translator working on bringing the scriptures to a new 

language, make the time to listen and talk about the process. You’ll see they 

are trying to creatively take what they know (the scripture) in one language, 

learn a new language that may not even have equivalently defined words, and 

then somehow define words that still closely convey the original meaning to 

a people who may not even have such concepts in their experiences or native 

language.  

 

 

Read | Hebrews 11: 1-2 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 
 

The Latin words sola fide essentially mean faith alone, or more fully, 

justification by faith alone. How does this concept shape the ways you define 

faith?  

 

Contrast approaching faith as “belief” with faith as “trust.”  In what ways 

may God be wanting you to move from belief toward trust or more from trust 

toward belief in your life? 

 

The writer of Hebrews defines faith nicely for us… it is assurance.  Is this 

assurance a “blind faith” or is it something more, and if so, what exactly?  

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11%3A+1-2&version=NIV
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Day 3 
June 12 

 

 

Pray | Jesus Christ be ever the truest object of my faith. 

 

FAITH IS STRENGTHENED WHEN WE FAIL. 

 

Faith is in many ways a paradoxical thing. We place our faith in many 

incorrect things. Paul David Tripp, in his book Suffering, talks about how his 

own struggles with physical suffering have shown him that when something 

you have been trusting in is taken away, you not only lose that thing but you 

also lose the identity and security it provided. Weakness demonstrates what 

has always been true: we are wholly dependent on God for everything. 

Perhaps there is a lesson we need to learn here about that in which we place 

our faith.  If our faith is in something other than God, there are only two 

outcomes when God chooses to reveal our error to us: We can walk away 

realizing we had no faith at all, or we can be strengthened by realizing God is 

the only thing in which to place our faith! 

 

Read | Hebrews 11: 1-2 

 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

We all put our faith into something, or several somethings, every single day. 

Think about some of these things.  How might you get rid of some of these to 

make room for Jesus Christ to truly be what your faith is in? 

  

Faith requires an object.  We have faith in something or someone.  Consider 

for a moment the implications of admitting our own weakness and putting 

our faith in Jesus, who in his infinite grace, makes up for our weakness.   

 

If you are feeling convicted by the Holy Spirit that your faith may be placed 

in temporal things rather than the eternal Son of God, Jesus Christ, take a 

moment to repent and pray, asking God to direct your faith toward him and 

him alone.  

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11%3A+1-2&version=NIV
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Day 4 

June 13 

 
 

Pray | Thank God that he gives examples for faithful living. 

 

WANDER THE HALLS OF FAME. 

 

These are destinations appealing to very diverse tastes. Hockey fans have the 

Hockey Hall of Fame in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Baseball fans have The 

Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York. Pro football fans have the 

Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio.  If celebrities are more your 

speed, perhaps a stroll down the Hollywood Walk of Fame in Hollywood, 

California is for you.  Music aficionados may be drawn to Cleveland, Ohio 

and the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.   Gearheads have the NASCAR Hall of 

Fame in Charlotte, North Carolina, or the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Hall 

of Fame in Indianapolis, Indiana, or the Automotive Hall of Fame in 

Dearborn, Michigan.  Have you ever thought about your Bible as a Hall of 

Fame?  It truly is just that. There is even a very special set of verses in 

Hebrews often referred to as the Hall of Faith.  Perhaps a visit is overdue.  

 

Read | Hebrews 11:3-40 

 

 

 

 

 Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 
 

This is a massive list of “faithful” people from the Old Testament.  If you 

have time, use a concordance to look up the scripture references and read 

through some of the stories of the names you are unfamiliar with. 

 

Usually halls of fame are reserved for people who are the best at whatever 

their particular sport or talent. In what ways does looking at the list and 

realizing that the people listed were not all winners encourage you in your 

faith walk? 

 

The common thread in these people’s stories is that every one of them put 

their faith in a God whose promises were only partially fulfilled during their 

lifetime.  Based on the promises you have seen God fulfill in your life, are 

you living with a faith that eagerly awaits God’s unseen promises, come what 

may? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11%3A3-40&version=NIV
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Day 5 
June 14 

 
 

Pray | That you will have endurance for the race before you.  

 

HOLLYWOOD AND CHEAP IMITATION FAITH. 

 

Movies beyond number have come from studios in Hollywood and as you 

read this very specific ones may even come to mind. Many readily present a 

lie. That lie is that if you have faith in something (usually yourself) then you 

can attain a classic Hollywood “happy ending.”  Sports movies, factual and 

fictional, in many ways dominate and perpetuate this formulaic lie.  How 

many times has an athlete, or team of athletes, that have never won, 

experience a catastrophic life event that galvanizes their faith in themselves, 

or get a coach that believes in them when no one else will? Suddenly, with 

enough hard work, perpetual losers become winners. It seems that even the 

writer of Hebrews knew that sporting stories resonate deeply with audiences.  

Unless you come to Christ on your deathbed, you are likely looking at the 

long game when it comes to faith and seeing God’s promises fully realized. 

 

 

Read | 2 Corinthians 5:7; Hebrews 12: 1-2 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

How many ways can you think of that living by faith (in Jesus) rather than by 

sight (our own current lives) helps you expose the cheap imitation faith of 

Hollywood? 

 

These verses speak of endurance – sprinters need to be fast over short 

distances, marathoners need a steady pace that pushes them to the end of the 

race without coming up short.  Consider your faith walk. Is your faith in 

short sprints or aimed at enduring despite current circumstances? 

 

Sin can both impede and destroy our faith. If we are not looking at Jesus as 

the only object of our faith, we are setting ourselves up for failure. What 

practical disciplines can you either strengthen or put into place today to help 

you re-direct your eyes from the world around you to focus more intently on 

Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, New International 
Version® (NIV®). Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. ® Used by permission. All rights 
reserved worldwide.  
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