
4. What are some theological convictions that are becoming harder for us to hold 
faithfully in our culture?  

5. Think about two or three of the many leaders in the Bible who did not finish well. 
Why is it so hard to finish well? (Reference biblical leaders or people you 
personally know to add concreteness to your reflections.) 

6. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply? 

The God Who Directs His People (Part 5) 
“Five Practices That Grow Your Influence” 

1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 4:6 

Every Christian can lead where God has called them to lead by following these 
instructions… 

1. Set the example 

2. Communicate the Scripture 

3. Play to your strengths 

4. Grow as a follower of Jesus 

5. Finish well  
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Missional Application 
God calls us to obedience as we influence the world around us. 

Christ Connection 
Paul wrote a letter to Timothy, one of his most trusted leaders. Paul instructed them to 

follow the model of the Good Shepherd—Jesus—who guides His people into the 
knowledge of the truth.
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Personal Reflection & Small Group Questions  
Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you? 

2. Read 1 Timothy 4:11-16 and 2 Timothy 4:6. How does a deeper understanding of 
the backstory of Paul’s letter to Timothy help you apply Paul’s instructions to the 
areas of your life where you have influence? 

3. Paul tells Timothy that he must lead by example. This is a core teaching of Scripture. 
As you reflect on what Paul says in 1 Timothy 4:11 and the following passages, 
what precisely does it mean?  

Hebrews 13: 7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. 
Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. 

1 Corinthians 11: 1 Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. 

Philippians 4: 9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen 
in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 

Joshua 24: 14 “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away 
the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and 
serve the Lord. 15 But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for 
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served 
beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. 
But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 

Family Discussion Questions  
1. As a family use the “tools” above to discuss where our identity comes from?  
2. Talk about the importance of integrity (living an undivided life). Share where you 

each find it difficult to maintain the integrity of your identity in Christ.  
3. Discuss the role of the church in equipping us to influence the people around us.
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