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Day 1 
February 12 

 

Pray | Thank God that his thoughts are higher than your thoughts. 
 

GOD IS IN THE BUSINESS OF USING THE LEAST LIKELY. 

 

Isaiah 55: 8-9 says God’s thoughts and ways are higher than ours.  What 

Biblical characters are described below?  Answers are in today’s verses.  1. 

He was a despised sibling, ex-slave, ex-con, and would lead a foreign nation.  

2. This General professed to be from the weakest clan, least in his own 

family, and would ask for signs (plural!) that God was with him.  3. He was 

overlooked when God’s prophet asked his father to assemble his sons and 

would have a deep friendship with the prince whose throne he would sit 

upon.  It is easy to look at these people and their stories and think they are 

merely Cinderella stories.  However, God does not choose the expected, the 

popular, the financially well-off, or even the most likely to accomplish his 

goals for his kingdom mission.  He chooses the least likely, again and again.   

He chooses you! 

 

 

 

Read | Genesis 41:39-44 / Judges 6:11-16 / 1 Samuel 16:6-13 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

The elevations of Esther and Mordecai are thematically similar to today’s 

verses.  Using the unlikely to deliver his people is business as usual for how 

God works.  What reasons can you list why God may work this way?  How 

many have you seen in your life? 

 

Samuel looked upon outward appearances, expecting God’s choice to be a 

man of kingly bearing.  Our default thinking is similar when assessing 

people’s worthiness.  In God’s eyes, everyone is worthy of Jesus’ dying to 

save them!  How does this change your self-worth and how you see others? 

 

Everyone claiming faith in Jesus Christ will be judged by the world on 

outward appearances.  God will judge based on the state of our heart.  

Consider which co-workers, classmates, neighbors,  and friends whom you 

choose to interact with.  Would God’s choices be the same? Why?  
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Day 2 
February 13 

 

 

Pray | Ask God to make you mindful of his plans, not your own 
 

IT’S NOT WHAT YOU THINK.   

 

Most of us probably don’t have to think very long to remember a situation 

where we thought everything was going our way, only to find that what we 

envisioned for ourselves happened for someone else.  Today’s passage is for 

everyone who ever had someone take credit for their ideas, used their ideal 

date to woo the very date they wanted, or just feels they did not get what they 

thought they had coming.  Haman may seem at times a bit crazy and not 

wholly relatable.  However, in today’s passage he is painfully relatable as he 

looks back at each of us in the mirror.  God exalts humble Mordecai and 

humiliates proud Haman. 

 

 

Read | Proverbs 3:34 and Esther 6:6-11

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 
 

Haman’s pride and anger are eating him from the inside out.  It is obvious to 

us as we read the passage.  When looking at your own life, are there signs 

that you are being like Haman?  Name them and ask God to help remove 

them. 

 

Lives are filled with stressful situations which are the result of what one 

could generically call reversals of fortune.  Whether degrading or uplifting, 

God is working in each of these situations.  When they occur, do you tend to 

disregard God or seek and praise him more, and why? 

 

Hopefully, none of us is building a giant gallows for that annoying person we 

all know.  Read Matthew 5: 21-24 and 27-28.  Maybe it is about what you 

think after all.  Would Jesus approve of the thoughts you are having about 

others in your mind?   
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Day 3 
February 14 

 

 

Pray | Praise God that he spares you from the wrath you deserve. 
 

VENGEANCE, JUDGEMENT, AND WRATH. 

 

That is what you will face if you have a significant other and forgot today 

was Valentine’s Day!  All kidding aside, these three words can elicit 

opinionated conversations at least so long as the vengeance, judgement, and 

wrath are directed toward someone else who is deserving of what they have 

coming.  Perhaps that is because when they become directed at us personally, 

we may very quickly realize our need for salvation.  There is a reversal of 

judgement and salvation that occurs when the king changes up Haman’s 

plans.  Haman, who had already gotten the king on board with his anti-

Semitic plot, suddenly finds himself facing judgement rather than passing it.  

It is the ultimate ironic twist that he begs for his own life from one of the 

very people he sentenced to die, and faces his own death on the very gallows 

he built for Mordecai. 

 

Read | Esther 7:3-10 

 

 
 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

Haman and his fellow anti-Semites were not the people who experienced a 

reversal from judgment to salvation.  God’s people -- the Jews and those who 

know God -- were.  In what ways does God allow people like Haman to 

move from his judgement and into his salvation? 

 

Ponder why Jesus had to die and suffer God’s wrath to save us?  See the end 

of verse 10, only when wrath has stopped does salvation come.  Is there 

anything you need to bring to God in repentance to accept his offer of 

salvation? 

 

Think and reflect upon “such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14) Everything that 

happens in your life is allowed by God.  When God’s hand is seen at work, is 

it only for your benefit or is it supposed to be for more?  If so, what?  
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Day 4 

February 15 

 
 

Pray | Ask God, who brings victory, to work in/through your life. 

 

DEFEAT INTO VICTORY. 

 

We can think of many examples of how suffering defeat leads to later 

victory.  The intent here, however, is to look at the concept of the reversal of 

victory and defeat.  For those who watched the playoff game between the 

Saints and Vikings all the way to the end, it was a perfect example.  The 

Vikings were comfortably ahead for half of the game and victory was in 

sight.  Then an interception and the Saints mounted a comeback.  In the last 

three minutes of gameplay, the leader changed several times.  With thirty 

seconds or so remaining it seemed the Vikings were going to lose.  Then it 

happened: a long pass, a run, and touchdown!  The cameras panning through 

incredulous faces on both teams said it all: victory and defeat just reversed.  

 

 

Read | Esther 9:1-10 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

At times in your life where an impending defeat was turned into a victory, in 

reflection can you see God’s hand at work?  If so have you thanked him for 

it, or shared the story to show others facing defeat how God was at work? 

 

Facing defeats in our everyday lives requires remembering who is behind it 

all -- not the cause of it, but the only one capable of delivering you.  Read 

Matthew 10:29-33.  Knowing God cares, how should you approach setbacks 

in your life?  

 

Toolboxes contain useful tools, but facing repair problems using the wrong 

tools, or not using any tools, will not fix anything.  Is God in your toolbox 

when it comes to life repairs?  Remember the ultimate power tool and ask 

God’s help in times of need. 
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Day 5 
February 16 

 
 

Pray | Ask God to give you eternal perspective. 

 

LIVING FOR TOMORROW MAKES TODAY BEARABLE.   

 

It seems we no longer hear about things like entry-level jobs, starter homes, 

or beater cars.  Does anyone remember what saving for something looks 

like?  Materially, and spiritually, we have replaced living for future promises 

with instant gratification.  Credit cards, easy-financing, and payday loans 

allow life to deliver things you used to have to wait for. When we are in the 

middle of life’s difficult circumstances, some self-inflicted, we need to keep 

an eternal perspective in order to persevere.  We need a reminder that we are 

only sojourners here on this earth, waiting until Jesus comes back to bring us 

to our eternal home in heaven.   

 

 

Read | Romans 8:31-39 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

Some people are list makers.  When things are not going well they prepare 

long lists reminding them of everything going wrong rather than dealing with 

the current situation.  Re-read todays verses, re-read your list, then pray and 

move on with what needs to be done. 

 

These verses give long lists of things life will throw at us.  They do not say 

that God exempts us from these things.  When you look at the circumstances 

you currently are facing, is there anything listed here or on your list that 

negates God’s promises? 

 

Are you experiencing a separation from the God you once knew or the God 

you feel you want to know?  Please reach out to someone from small group, 

the church staff, or anyone who is a believer in Christ and ask them to point 

you toward Jesus. 
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