
4. Read the quote below and then read Judges 3:12-30. How do you read this 
account differently when you take Davis’ advice into consideration? 

“For a few minutes you must reach down and pull off your…Nikes and slip on 
some Israelite sandals. Try to hear the story is an Israelite would have heard it 
or told it, an Israelite, remember, who for 18 years have been oppressed…
under blubbery king Eglon, an Israelite therefore living in persisting poverty, 
eking out some sort of borderline existence—then you won't be surprised but 
rather will understand the pure enjoyment, the devastating humor, the biting 
satire, the sheer hilarity of this narrative. That is one trouble with the 
commentaries–-most all of them are so serious. Of the eight or nine I consulted 
not one of them seemed to get the joke.” (Dale Ralph Davis) 

5. Our faithfulness and obedience matter to God, so how does it cost God to bind 
his heart to us? 

6. How does the price God pays for loving us impact your relationship with him? 

7. Looking back over this week’s sermon and study, what one thing is most important 
for you to remember and apply. 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The Judges Cycle 
Judges 3:12-30 (See Judges 2:11-19) 

• Disobedience (Judges 3:12a) 

“Beware of the smile of relativism.” (Rick McKinley) 

• Discipline (Judges 3:12b-14) 

• Despair (Judges 3:15a) 

• Deliverance (Judges 3:16-30) 

How the Cost of God’s Love Frees Us 

Judges is not a book about heroes. 

The condemnation of the judges’ bad behavior is subtle. 

“God does not require good people in order to do good work.” (Eugene Peterson) 

God delivers corrupt people using corrupt leaders and pays a deep price every step of 
the way. He does it for our freedom.  

1. Frees us to live.   

Cost: 

Our faithfulness and obedience matter to God, so it costs God to bind his 
heart to us. 

Benefit: 



2. Frees us to laugh.    

Cost: 

“The glory of this passage: it tells us that Yahweh deals with the dirty, mixed up 
affairs of life in which his people find themselves. Here we are—some in family 
situations we have messed up; some in emotional trauma; some in grief and 
sorrow or in the clutches of temptation. The glory of this text is that tells us that 
Yahweh is not a white gloved, standoffish God out somewhere in the remote 
left field of the universe who hesitates to get his strong right arm dirty in the 
yuck of our lives. The God of the Bible does not hold back in the wild Blue 
yonder somewhere waiting for you to pour Clorox and spray Lysol over the 
affairs of your life before he will touch it. Whether you can comfortably put it 
together or not, he is the God who delights to deliver his people even in their 
messes and likes to make them laugh again; he is the God who allows 
weeping to endure for a night but sees that joy comes in the morning.” (Dale 
Ralph Davis) 

Benefit: 

3. Frees us to love. 

Cost: 

Benefit: 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

Please complete this study on your own, then bring it to your small group for discussion.  

1. Looking back over your notes from this week’s sermon, what particularly caught 
your attention, challenged, or confused you? 

2. Read Judges 2:11-19. How does “the smile of relativism” impact our daily lives? 

3. How do you see the “Judges Cycle” at work in our lives 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION 
Whom does God use in his plan?

Family Discussion Questions:  
1. What causes our family to lose focus on God sometimes? What is the danger in 

this? 

2. What are some ways we can fight against doing what is evil in God’s eyes and 
obeying God instead? 

3. How is God’s love for his people demonstrated in the story of Ehud? 

CHRIST CONNECTION 
The book of Judges is not a book about heroes. God uses flawed leaders to save a 

deeply flawed people. The only true and flawless leader in the Bible is Jesus. 


