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Pray | Ask God to rid you of your pride. 
 

JEALOUSY DOES NOT grow God’s kingdom. 

 

We have arrived at the point in the Gospel storyline when the vibrant 

ministry of John the Baptist is beginning to wane, and the ministry of Jesus is 

just getting started. During this period of transition from John the Baptist to 

Jesus, there could have been major disputes, a falling out or some sort of 

conflict between Jesus and John. Instead, John the Baptist handled his 

declining popularity and Jesus’ rise with the kind of humility and confidence 

that is characteristic of someone who knew his mission. John had to remind 

his followers that he was not the Messiah and that the Messiah’s work would 

be greater than his. He was able to be humble and confident because he knew 

what his role was—to point people to the Messiah!  

 

 

Read | John 3:22-28 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

A contributing factor in John the Baptist’s humility was his own self-

awareness. John the Baptist knew who he was and what God called him to 

be. Spend some time in prayer asking for awareness of God’s calling for you. 

 

When have you felt like the success of someone else was a threat to you 

personally or a signal that you were inadequate? How did you respond?  Use 

this example to reflect on your identity in Christ.  

John the Baptist’s disciples were disappointed and threatened that people 

were following Jesus instead of John.  When have you been jealous of 

someone else’s ministry instead of being happy for what they were 

accomplishing? What was at the root of your reaction?  

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A22-28&version=NIV
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Day 2 
May 29 

 

 

Pray | Ask for help in finding contentment in Jesus. 
 

THE SPOTLIGHT SHOULD be on the Groom, not the groomsmen. 

 

As John the Baptist explained his reasons for being joyful, not envious, of 

Jesus’ ministry, he turned to a common illustration of a wedding. At a 

wedding, it is the groom’s day to be in the spotlight, not the groomsmen.  In a 

similar way, John the Baptist found complete joy in his subservient role to 

Jesus. He recognized Jesus was the groom, the center of attention, the long-

awaited Messiah. John understood that his role was to make sure that the 

Groom would be exalted and that no distractions would hinder him. John the 

Baptist’s words here give us a model for how we should find our joy. It 

should be our goal, drive, and practice to see Jesus lifted up and exalted 

above everyone and everything all of the time. 

 

 

Read | John 3:29-30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

When have you found great joy in helping someone who was in the spotlight 

or center of attention? What was that experience like?  How can you use 

what you learned from that experience and apply it in your life? 

 

John the Baptist spoke of the complete joy that he felt now that Jesus was in 

ministry.  What areas of your life make it hard for you to find “complete joy” 

in Jesus? What is the relation of pride or humility to those areas of your life?  

 

A contributing factor in John the Baptist’s humility was that he had his eyes 

fixed on Christ. He was just the friend of the bridegroom.  Spend some time 

reflecting on your relationship with Jesus.  Is he your friend, someone you 

are walking and talking with every day?  Spend some time in prayer, asking 

Jesus into your life and committing to being his friend.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A29-30&version=NIV
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Day 3 
May 30 

 

 

Pray | Ask for help in sharing the truth about Jesus with others. 
 

JESUS IS above all. 

 

By the grace of God, John had come to know and appreciate the true identity 

of Jesus Christ. John the Baptist saw Jesus as superior, both in where he 

came from and also in what he taught. John’s witness to Christ focused first 

on Jesus’ origin. Jesus is the Messiah who comes from heaven while John 

was a witness who was from the earth. John the Baptist understood that he 

was under the authority of Jesus because Jesus came from heaven. John not 

only witnessed to others about Jesus’ identity; he also warned people of the 

consequences of rejecting Jesus. 

 

Read | John 3:31-36 

 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

John 3:31 clearly states that Jesus is above all.  It doesn’t say he is above 

some things or above all some of the time.  How does this truth manifest 

itself in your life?  Could a stranger looking in on your life tell whom you 

serve? 

 

Today’s passage focused on the great example of Jesus and John the Baptist.  

Jesus spoke the words of God while John spoke about Jesus.  What are some 

of the truths about God and Jesus that you share with others?   

 

John speaks of God’s judgement if we don’t believe in Jesus.  What role does 

speaking of God’s judgement have in your witness about Jesus?  What could 

happen if we neglect or minimize this part of our message? 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A31-36&version=NIV


DailyLife   The Rescue Begins 

May 28 – June 1, 2018    Week 8 

 
4 

www.fiveoaks.church 

Day 4 

May 31 

 

 

Pray | Ask for help in guiding others to Jesus. 

 

ETERNAL LIFE IS received through faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

John the Baptist not only witnessed to others about Jesus’ identity; he also 

warned people of the consequences of rejecting Jesus. Those who do not 

believe in Jesus are on the road to destruction.  The day will come when 

those who persist in sin will face God’s just judgment.  

 

God already knows all of our sin (see Romans 5:8). He is gracious and 

patient, offering us the gift of eternal life and calling us away from a life of 

sin and death.  John the Baptist’s witness was not merely about the glory of 

Christ; it was also about being saved from death and living an eternal life. 

 

 

Read | John 3:36; Romans 5:8 

 

 

 

Reflect |  Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

Today’s verses remind us of the great sacrifice God made for us and the 

reward that is ours if we give him control. Where do you struggle to give 

Jesus total control over certain areas of your life? 

 

When we believe in Jesus alone, we are granted the gift of eternal life. What 

do you need to remember about Jesus to grow your heart of trust for him? 

 

How would you describe your personal identification and relationship with 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ?  Spend some time in prayer, accepting 

Jesus into your life or recommitting yourself to living your life for him. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A36%3B+Romans+5%3A8&version=NIV
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Day 5 
June 1 

 

 

Pray | Ask for God to guide you on mission. 

 

JESUS IS our Savior. 

 

John the Baptist was a firsthand witness of the ministry of Jesus. Because of 

his humility, he was able to take joy in the fact that Jesus was becoming 

known. John reminds us that it is not enough just to acknowledge Jesus; 

rather, what God wants for us is to embrace him as our Lord and Savior. God 

is calling us to do work like John the Baptist. Our brokenness in the hands of 

God can be used to humble us so we can glow for his glory in the darkness of 

this world. We are called to be disciples, turn people toward Jesus and make 

him known. Nothing should bring more joy and satisfaction to our hearts 

than seeing people know and accept Jesus as their Savior.  

 

 

 

Read | John 3:22-36 

 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on one or more of the following: 

 

John gave the spotlight to Jesus.  How are you shining the spotlight on Jesus 

and not yourself as you go about your mission? 

 

God has called each and every one of us to serve on his mission field; we are 

each called to make disciples.  How are you on mission for God in your day-

to-day routine? 

Who will you reach out to this week, sharing your faith and telling the story 

of Jesus? 
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