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Day 1 
July 31 

 

Pray | Pray for clarity and purpose shown through God’s wisdom.   

 

When an author writes a story, they carefully consider the plot, theme, and 

purpose of their writings.  More often than not, you’ll read the themes 

interwoven in eloquent phrasings and the rise and fall through each chapter.  

It is a beautiful thing to pick apart literature to discern meaning. 

 

In Proverbs 1, there’s not really much to pick apart.  Still, there is great 

beauty and immense meaning.  If you read the introductory verses, 1-7, 

you’ll see the author just lays it out there.  The book of Proverbs is written to 

instill wisdom for its readers.  When you crack open your Bible, and head to 

Proverbs, you know what you’re getting into from these verses. 

 

This straight forward approach can be both comforting and nerve-wrecking, 

depending on the audience.  Ultimately, this passage lets readers know what 

is required to be open to the words to come to receive any wisdom – a fear of 

the Lord. 

 

 

Read | Proverbs 1:1-7 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

Proverbs 1 focuses the reader on an increased level of knowledge and 

wisdom. What situations are happening in your life right now that need 

wisdom? 

 

After reading this passage, how are you seeking to grow in and through 

God’s wisdom? What excites you or makes you nervous when you read these 

first seven verses of Proverbs?  

 

Reflect on Proverbs 1:7.  How does this verse speak to you?  Have you found 

yourself in a place of fear/reverence? Do you find yourself hesitant towards 

receiving instruction?  
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Day 2 
August 1 

 

 

Pray | Ask for God to move in your relationship to build up reverence. 
 

Yesterday, the intro to Proverbs got us ready to receive nuggets of 

knowledge and wisdom through the scriptures in this book.   

 

But why? Aren’t we as civilized people of this time and age wise enough? 

After all, we’ve created skyscrapers and cities.  We have made a way for 

ourselves, finding success on our own, with the house and the car to prove it. 

 

The Psalms paired with this foundational verse in Proverbs 1:7 shatters any 

thoughts we may have of self-sustenance.  The true beginning of knowledge 

is the “fear of the LORD.”  In Psalms 111:10, it continues that, “all those 

who practice it have a good understanding.” Psalm 112 continues on in 

depicting the benefits of those who fear the Lord, who delight in His 

commandments, and who lean on the wisdom of the LORD.   

 

Honor. Righteousness. Steadiness. Blessed. Delight. 

 

Read | Proverbs 1:7, Psalms 111:10, 112:1-10 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 
 

What does it mean to “fear the LORD”?  Look up the definition of fear, and 

take time to decipher between the literal term of “to be afraid” from that of 

“revere” used in scripture here. 

 

Why do you think it is important to fear the LORD? 

 

When reading the Psalms, what emotions come up inside of you?  What 

experiences and/or attributes do you desire in this passage, and why? 
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Day 3 
August 2 

 

 

Pray | Pray for wisdom in making God-honoring decisions. 
 

Every day there are decisions to be made. Simple or complex.  Small or 

gigantic.  It could be a decision of where to buy groceries, to say yes to 

another beer, or whether or not to change jobs.  Should I clean the house? 

How will I teach my children a lesson? How do I love my significant other in 

this moment? 

 

Each moment presents an opportunity to choose one way or an alternative.  

More often than not, in those little or gigantic decision-making moments, we 

reason through the options and if we’re cautious enough, we might make a 

pro-con list, maybe on paper, or just in our heads.   

 

The kicker is where do we find that reason?  Proverbs 3 continues on with 

the importance of trusting the LORD with all your heart – yes, ALL of it and 

to lean not on your own understanding.  To not make decisions based on 

what you think is best, but rather, to consider the one person who truly is the 

“know-it-all:” our omniscient God, Father, and creator. 

 

Read | Proverbs 3:1-12 

 
 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

Reflect on Proverbs 3:5-8.  Can you think of a time you leaned on your own 

understanding? What would that situation have looked like if you consulted 

the LORD in your decision making?  

 

This passage calls us to trust the LORD with all your heart.  What makes it 

difficult to trust God so completely? 

 

Think about the decisions you’ve already made today.  Think about the ones 

you need to make yet in the near future.  How have you and will you make 

your decisions?  Will you base your decisions on your own understanding or 

acknowledge the Lord? 
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Day 4 

August 3 

 

 

Pray | Ask God for wisdom in handling your wealth. 

 

It’s the thing no one really wants to talk about.  It’s the thing that probably 

won’t pop up in your e-mail inbox this morning.  It’s the thing you don’t 

really bring up at the dinner table. It’s the sermon people would choose to 

skip and sleep in on Sunday morning if they knew the topic ahead of time:  

honoring the LORD with your wealth. 

 

It’s uncomfortable and scary and even more uncomfortable after the fear 

subsides.  After all, our wealth is OURS.  It’s our money that we made from 

our time hard spent.  Whether that wealth is six-figures or just enough to get 

by, we think it’s all ours.  So, in reading Proverbs 3:9-12, we may quickly 

skim over these verses to read through the pretty poetic verses following 

thereafter.  But pause now and re-read: 

 

“Honor the LORD with your wealth and the firstfruits of all your produce; 

then your barns will be filled with plenty and your vats bursting with wine.” 

 

Within the context of today’s reading, what does this mean?  In considering 

our spending and in our budget, consider whether or not it reflects back to v. 

6.  (“In all your ways acknowledge him.”)  

 

Read | Proverbs 3:1-12 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

What path are you on financially? Is this a path you want to stay on, or want 

God’s help to straighten? 

 

Is there anything that makes financial decisions in particular difficult for 

you?  What kinds of decisions do you need help (God’s wisdom) in making? 

 

As you reflect on today’s scripture, give thanks and praise to God for 

whatever wealth He has given you.  How can today’s passage and God’s 

wisdom possibly change your relationship with God? 
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Day 5 
August 4 

 

Pray | Pray for opportunity to lead with purpose. 

 

Many of us live in a world constantly bombarded by inspirational stories 

popping up on our Facebook wall, Instagram posts of friends accomplishing 

their goals, streams of Snapchat stories of incredible adventures, or the many 

entertaining happenings by celebrities on our Twitter feed.  These social 

media sites and other forms of news media provide platforms for individuals 

to share their stories, goals and accomplishments. 

 

Proverbs provides wisdom of how to live.  It’s practical application.  Greater 

than any suggested method for living we could see on television or social 

media.  In deciphering between the many messages we are surrounded with 

on a daily basis, either from the swipe of our fingers or the click of a remote, 

we have a manual for living – right here in today’s scripture in Proverbs 22. 

 

This scripture provides us with immense wisdom.  Each verse is not just 

advice, but instructions for living.  Words to combat and help us decipher 

what is most important in the mass media messages in front of us.  Verses 1-

10 is a list of instructions that are the answers to life issues: as long as we 

choose to follow them. 

 

Read | Proverbs 22:1-10 

 

 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

Consider making a list of instructions and number them 1-10 for each verse 

from today’s scripture.  Reflect upon that list.  How can you apply this list to 

any area(s) of your life? 

 

Sometimes, we choose to make decisions based on our own understanding, 

or self-made lists of instructions.  Sometimes, these decisions contradict 

God’s wisdom, and we fall short of honoring Him.  How can the truth of the 

Gospel compel us, comfort us, and guide us back to God’s wisdom? 

 

If you’ve been reading along with us this week and are unsure what the 

Gospel even is – or who God is – think about taking some time to pray today 

over what kind of impact God and His wisdom could have in your life.  

Consider praying through this scripture and asking God how He can help you 

apply his wisdom.  If you do not have a relationship yet with God, talk with 

Him through prayer.  There are several people in the community at church 

who’d also be happy to talk through this scripture, and/or through the Gospel 

and God’s desire for us all to be in relationship with Him. 
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