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Day 1 
July 17 

 

Pray | Pray that you would be able to see how majestic God is. 
 

WHO ARE WE SINNING AGAINST? 

 

From the beginning of time God has given his people boundaries that some 

may call “rules”, which we don’t always appreciate or understand. He sets 

them in place to keep us safe and to keep us from hurting each other just like 

we do with children. “Don’t run in the street” so that you don’t get hurt. 

“Don’t hit your baby sister”. What parent wants to see their child hurt by 

someone else-including its own sibling? Even when we don’t understand 

these boundaries, we are to trust that our big God is good and only wants the 

best for us. We are to remember all that he has done for us and out of 

gratitude and trust, continue to remain within his boundaries. 

 

But at times, we inevitably step outside of those boundaries, sinning against 

our God.  When we sin, there are consequences: sometimes, long-lasting, 

natural consequences that we cannot reverse. And when we sin, we need to 

turn our attention to God’s mercy and goodness, and let him renew and 

restore us. 

 

 

 

 

 

Read | Psalm 51:1-13 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

 

 

Psalm 51 verse 4 states that we have sinned only against God. Consider 

someone that you love being hurt by the actions or words of someone else. 

Maybe a child being bullied; a loved one hit by a careless driver; or a friend 

of yours hurt by the words of another. Think of a time when your sin has 

affected someone else. How do you think God feels about the way you 

affected that person? 

 

David had been immensely blessed by God, yet he still sinned. And he felt 

remorse for those sins, as he should! Considering how God has blessed you, 

how have you responded? 

 

God has done a lot of work in his plan to bring us close to him. He often does 

most of the work for us, in fact! In Psalm 51 verses 10-12 David is asking 

God to do some more work on his heart-to cleanse him. He is begging God 

not to leave him, but to restore him. Spend some time thanking God for 

working so hard to bring you close and ask him to cleanse your heart from 

your specific temptations and sins. 
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Day 2 
July 18 

 

Pray | Ask God to show you where you can stop temptation. 
 

HOW AND WHEN SIN ALLURES 

 

Sin is so ugly and dark, right? Sin is so tempting, right? Since we all sin, how 

is it that we can answer “yes” to both of those questions? Even though we 

know that the spiritual consequence of sin is separation from God; even 

though we know the natural consequences of our specific sins, sin still has 

the power to allure us, trap us, and harm us. How and when does this 

happen? 

 

David has spent years following God, being called “A man after God’s own 

heart.” He has been immensely blessed by God, and is at a time when he can 

afford to stay back and rest in his palace, covered in God’s blessings. And 

this is when he fails to resist temptation and falls into sin that will cause 

heartache for so many around him. He has relaxed and is perhaps feeling 

self-sufficient, which we often do. And relaxed and unwatchful is when 

Satan loves to strike. We must keep our spiritual eyes on Jesus, and we must 

know what our temptations are and when we are weak and prone to 

temptation.  

 

 

 

 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 11:1-5; 1 Peter 4:8; 1 Cor. 10:12 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 
 

 

What is different about how closely you watch Jesus when things are going 

poorly for you and how closely you watch him when they are going well? 

Where could this lead way to temptation? 

 

1 Peter 5:8 says that Satan prowls around like a lion stalking its prey. He 

waits for our times of weakness, and pounces. It starts with temptation, 

which is easier to resist than backing out of sin. What are some areas you 

know that you are weakest and what can you begin to do about remaining 

watchful in those times this week to avoid temptation? 

 

What are the blessings God has provided you that are most likely to make 

you forget your dependence on God, if you let them? 
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Day 3 
July 19 

 

 

Pray | Ask God to take you step by step, closer to him. 
 

WHERE WILL YOU GO, STEP BY STEP? 

 

David sinned. He slept with Bathsheba and she became pregnant. Then, 

David tried to cover up his sin with an elaborate plan. When this plan didn’t 

work, he tried another and another, until Bathsheba’s husband, Uriah was 

dead. In his sin, consider all the people who were hurt. Undoubtedly they 

included Uriah’s wife, children, family, friends, and comrades! 

 

One lie leads to another. One sin leads to another. And each step we take in 

sin is a step away from God. Sometimes we walk so far away from God’s 

path that we have no idea how to get back to it. And this is where our Savior 

comes into play. This is where God reaches down to save us and bring us 

back to his path! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 11:6-17; 26-27 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

 

When have you tried to cover up a sin? What was the result-how did it affect 

you and others?  

 

When have you felt so far from God that you were unsure of whether or not 

you could get back on the path he had for you? What happened? Maybe you 

are there now, or maybe you’re not sure you’ve ever been on the path that 

God has for you. Whatever your situation, tell God now that you know you 

have taken step after step away from him and that you want to take step after 

step towards him. He will lead you! 
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Day 4 

July 20 

 

Pray | Ask God to show you how captivating he is. 

 

WHAT CAPTIVATES YOU? 

 

Nature is beautiful! A close-up of the morning dew on a blade of grass or a 

panoramic capture of the Northern Lights can leave us both inspired and 

awe-struck. And of course, seeing this in person is even more captivating! 

And these are just glimpses into the captivating beauty of God. The more we 

get to know him, the more captivating he becomes and the more we want to 

look at him. Things of this world start to look small and less and less 

appealing the more we are captivated by God.  

 

David recognized that the root of all his actions- the real sin- was that 

something else captivated him more than God. Something else about an 

adulterous relationship and hiding his own shame was more appealing to 

him. So, he took his eyes off of God and committed one sin after another as 

we saw yesterday. When sin looks better to us than God, we take our eyes off 

him and put them on the allure of sin.  The more we take our eyes off God, 

the more appealing the sin becomes. We must keep captivated by our God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read | 2 Samuel 11:2-4; Psalm 51:10-12 

 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

 

What are some practical ways that you can grow in your love for and 

captivation of God? 

 

What sin looks better to you than God does? How can increasing your love 

for God help you avoid this sin? 

 

Consider this question during life’s difficulties, “If all you get out of this trial 

is Jesus, will it have been worth it?” How worth it is Jesus to you? 
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Day 5 
July 21 

 

 

Pray | That you would learn to completely trust in God’s mercy. 

 

FULL REPENTANCE 

 

We all sin, so the question is not “Did you sin?” But rather, “What do you do 

after you sin?” 

 

Notice that David’s focus in this passage is on the mercy of God. There are 

no excuses for his behavior. No bartering. No comparing himself to the next 

guy. “Well at least I didn’t do…” “Well this isn’t bad considering all the 

good I’ve done for your people!” He simply recognizes that he has sinned; he 

recognizes that he must pay, and he recognizes that he could never really pay 

the price he owes. And so he trusts that God’s mercy is enough and puts all 

his hope in God’s goodness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read | Psalm 51:1-13 
 

 

Reflect | Spend some time reflecting on the following questions. 

 

When have you tried to barter, argue, or manipulate people into getting out of 

consequences for something you’ve done? When have you done so with God 

and what was the result? 

 

How well do you trust that God wants to, can and will renew and restore you 

no matter your transgression or do you feel that you have to explain yourself 

to him and make your case? Consider how much you trust that God’s mercy 

can cover up your sins no matter how ugly they are, just as they are-without 

explanation or excuses. 

 

Is there a sin in your past or present that you feel is too ugly or shameful for 

God’s mercy? If so begin today by focusing on and trusting in the goodness 

of God to wash away that sin.  
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